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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 



€^t ]^ime liligtnt 



Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 



Sir, 

At a moment when the congratulations of 

all classes of his Majesty's subjects upon the aus-^ 

\y, picious marriage of your Royal Daughter, attest thetp 

1 t^ectionfor the illustrious family from vtMch she is 

'o descended; an individual, whose veneration for that 



(>v family is equalled only by the love that he bears to 

the country which gave him birth, and whose best 
efforts are employed to excite in others similar sen- 
timents of loyalty and patriotism, presumes to lay 
this work at the feet of your Royal Highness, It is 
a humble but well-meant endeavour to make the 
British nation better acquainted with the connections 
and character of the amiable prince to whom your 
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Royal Highness lias entrusted an only child, the 
dearest treasure that even a monarch can bestow. 

As such he solicits for it the indulgence of yottr 
Royal Highness, whom he assures that he is 

With the warmest attachment, 

and the prqfoundest respect. 

Your Royal Highness' s 

most faithful and most devoted Servant, 

F. SHOBERL. 



PREFACE 



WHEN the idea of this work first suggested 
itself, I contemplated nothing more than a 
selection of amusing anecdotes rela,tive to 
the ancient house of Saxony. It soon oc- 
curred to me however, that by skimming as it 
were the surface of history, by the introduc- 
tion of a few preliminary observations, and by 
exhibiting the succession of the princes of the 
different branches of that illustrious House, a 
small volume might be produced combining 
instruction with entertainment, and calculated 
to gratify every class of readers. How far I 
have accomplished this object must be left to 
the decision of the public. 

In regard to the literary execution, I claim 
no other merit than that of industry. I have 
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made the best use of such materials as I could 
procure, and these being wholly foreign, and 
therefore not easily accessible in this country, 
I flatter myself that I have brought together a 
collection of facts which will at least possess 
the recommendation of novelty. 

It is not unlikely that the subject which 
1 have chosen may be thou^t to deserve 
graver consideration than it has received at • 
my hands. I acknowledge that it does, and 
regret that my avocations will not permit me 
to engage in such a speculation. The native 
. country of the ancestors of the English nation ; 
flie land from which we derive matiy of those 
institutions on which we still justly pride our- 
jBelves ; the cradle of that Reformation, which, 
Kke the sun bursting from amidst the gloom of 
worse than Egyptian darkness, dispelled the 
clouds of superstition that had for ages en- 
veloped the human mind, diflused correct no- 
ticms of liberty, civil as well as religious, and 
paved the way to those prodis;ious improvements 
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in arts^ sciences^ apd the state of society in g^ 
neral, which have marked the progress of the 
last three centuries, is certainly a theme worthy 
of the pen of the professed historian: and 
happy shall I be, if my unassuming performance 
shall stimulate one possessing more leisure and 
superior talents to undertake the task. The 
field is ample, and would, I am persuaded, 
richly reward the assiduous cultivator. 

In such of these pages as relate to our own 
times, tiie intelligent observer will easily per- 
ceive that I have not drawn upon the frivolous 
gossip of idle rumour. Indeed the names of 
those with whose communications I have been 
honoured in this portion of the work, were I 
permitted to mention them, would not fail to 
stamp upon it a value that would be duly 
appreciated by the future historian and bio- 
grapher. 

It is a tribute due to Mr. Ackermann 
the publisher, whose late humane, successful, 
and honourable efforts in behalf of the suffer- 
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ing Saxon nation* have been acknowledged 
in the most flattering terms by the highest cha- 
racters both at home and abroad, to state that 
for the communications to which I have al- 
luded, the reader is entirely indebted to his 
active personal exertions and influence. To 
that public spirit which animates him in all his 
undertakings must also be attributed the addi- 
tion of the embellishments. These portraits 
will, it is presumed, be considered a pleasing 
accompaniment to this volume. Belonging 
chiefly to the era of the Reformation, they 
are highly curious as copies of paintings of the 
most zealous supporters of that measure by an 
eminent contemporary artist, and also inter- 
esting as memorials of the costume of the 
early part of the sixteenth century. The por- 



* It is scarcely necessary to remark, that to the active phi- 
lanthropy of Mr. Ackermann, the munificent subscription 
raised in Eng^land for the Germans, reduced to the most abject 
distress by the destructive campaign of 1813, owed its ori^n, 
and no small portion of its success. 
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tarait of prince Leopold is engravied by 
Meyer, from the first picture for which his 
highness sat after his arrival in this country ; 
and thoi^ who are at all conversant with the 
merits of living artists will need no other pledge 
for its being a faithful likeness than the infor- 
mation that it is from tlie able pencil of Mr. A. 
Chalon. The original is a whole-length pic- 
ture in the present exhibition of the Royal 
Academy, an engraving of which is in consi- 
derable forwardness. 

Should this little work be deemed worthy 
of the public approbation, I shall cheerfully 
ascribe its success to the zeal and the ability 
of such assistants, and to the popularity of 
the subject, rather than to any merit in my 
share of the performance. 

F. S. 

London, May 24, 1816. 
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INTKODUCTIOK. 



Various have been the* o{)Jrdotis respecting 
the origin of the ilame of Saxons j but its most 
probable derivation seems to be from the term 
Sassen or Satten, which ki the Lower SaiEOh 
dialect is equivalent to Our seitlets^. In very 
ancient histories Xve find metitioti of the Hol- 
satteriy or Hoksas^en (whence Ifolsatia Or 
tloktein}^ and like^vise of the Etsa^seh 
(whence AUdciJty or the sdtlers in the nMdi, 
and those about the rivet III. Hence it is riot 
improbable that tile Germans dienomiriated 
these people West-sassltn^ East-sassen% frorii 
their sHuattron, or ftierely Sdsseri or Sacksen, 
from their permanent settlerheMs. 



• In the dialect of the n^itfa of EDgland, the'wohl Mtfti^u al 
this day pronounced M//2e. 

f SiAiilurdistSnctioto W^K'aMign^diliiy our l^aa^oh fbrefathdn 
to some of the kitigdoijift of the heptai^hy^ and ayis still retw^Q 
in the names of Essex, Sussex, and Middlesex, or the £asi, Sauih, 
and Middle Saxtms, 
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Be this as it may, so much is certain, that 
Ptolemy is the first writer, who, in the second 
century of the Christian era, makes mention 
of the Saxons as inhabitmg the Cimbrian pen- 
insula^ and he is followed by Eutropius and 
Orosius in the third. From that peninsula 
(the modem kingdom of Denmark) they ex- 
tended : themselves over Westphalia to the 
Rhine and the Netherlands ; so that, accord- 
ing to the testimony of Adam of Bremen, they 
had for their immediate neighbours, on the 
south the Franks and Thuringians, on the 
north the Normans, on the east the Obotrittes, 
and on the west the Frisians. They were di- 
vided into Westphalians, Angrivarians, and 
Easlphalians ; the £u:st residing in the mo- 
dem Westphalia ; the second in the Duchy of 
Engera, the present Liineburg; and the last 
beyond the Elbe, in the present Margraviate 
of Brandenburg, part of Meissen and Meck- 
lenburg, till they were driven farther by the 
invading Vandals. Each of these three nations 
had its distinct ruler, to whom different writers 
give the various appellations of Princej Duke, 
King, Tetrarch, Satrap, and others equally 
indefinite. 



In the fourth century the Saxons, in common 
with the Franks and AUemans, made incursions 
into Gaul, and displayed great valour in their 
contests with the Romans. They acquired 
still greater fame by their expedition to Britain. 
This island was so completely drained by the 
Roman emperors of the flower of its male 
population, that about the middle of the fifth 
century the remaining inhabitants were inca- 
pable of repressing the inroads of their northern 
neighbours the Picts and Scots. In this situa* 
tiou they applied for succour to the Roman 
general in Gaul ; but the whole force of the 
empire was too much engc^ed in defending the 
continent against the invading hordes of Scy- 
thians, Goths, and other barbarians, to bestx)w 
any attention upon a distant island. The 
Britons in their distress then had recourse to 
the Saxons and Angrians*, bordering upon the 
sea, and by their solicitations at length prevailed 



* It is a remarkable fact^ though I believe not hitherto noticed 
by hifttorians, that the &ame province of Germany, whence issued 
m the fifih century the SaKon ancestors of the English uation, 
should more than ISOO years afterwards, have given sovereigns 
to that nation in the illastrious line which now sways the British 
sctptre. 

B 2 



upon the two princes Heng^t and Horst to lend 
their oBsistance. These soon drove the Picts 
ajid Scots within their proper boubds; and 
havbg once gained a footing, they sent home 
for reinforcements, and gradually made them- 
selves masters of the whole of South Britain^ 
to which they gave the name of Engeimiand or 
England. Here thc^ of course introduced 
their native language and manners, and founded 
seven distinct kingdoms, which at the com*- 
mencement of the ninth centurv were united 
under one head. 

Soon after this memorable expedition to 
Britain, the Saxons were involved in wars with 
the Franks, whose power was so superior to 
theirs, that in 480 they wcare conquered by 
King Cbilderic, and as it would appear, made 
tributary by him, or some other Frankish mon- 
arch. The Franks, however, could not so 
completely subdue them^ but that, as soon as 
the conquerors had turned their backs, they 
again flew to arms; till at last Charlemagne, 
after a long and obstinate contest witl^ Witte-* 
kind, reduced them entirely under his domi- 
nion. 

Wittekind was of a distinguished Saxon 



family ; his usual residence was his patrimonial 
domain of Engem, an ancient castle in West* 
phalia, no traces of which are now extant 
His superior understanding and extraordinary 
talents for war, gained him such consideration 
among his countrymen, the Angrivarians^ that 
they intrusted him when at home with th6 
government, and selected him for their ge^ 
neral in the sai^dnary wars )n which th^ 
were engaged with tiie Danes Btid CfadrlcM 
magne, " 

Various were the causes of the war betwe^eil 
the Emperor and Wittekind, which last^ 
thirty-three years^ Charles was acqctsiatdA 
with the spirit, valomv ^^ strength, of tb0 
Saxons. He was piqued that the Franks had 
Aever be^n able entirely to* subdue them, atid 
felt that till their complete • subjugation, hii^ 
imperial aiathority rested on an ini^eedrd 
lbundaUo9i. • The Saxons bad moteo^^ r€^ 
fused the.par^v)^ of the stipulated iribMie, 
^ix^ had littalGked hisi aiBes, the TbutixiM 
^tos. : Added to ail tbie^ ifeey wer& yet tA^ 
diffted t)o ate psIgHR idddtry^ to ^e eiMfm^ 
iwi6^ of whidi he was instigated' by lii^ 
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pope. The Saxons, however, were not 
so blind as not to perceive Charles's real 
motive. As they had imbibed with their 
mothers' milk an ardent love of liberty 
and of their ancient superstitions, — as the 
Catholic priests were more solicitous for the 
baptism than for the real conversion of pro- 
selytes, and led a life of such debauchery as 
rendered the Christian religion odious to the 
heathen, — ^the Saxons soon discovered that the 
Franks were more desirous to gain posses- 
sion of their country than to teach them a 
purer faith. During the war which ensued, 
Wittekind afforded an example that an enemy 
is not always subdued by the loss of one battle, 
or so far reduced as to be unable to retrieve 
his affairs. Both nations were tolerably equal 
if not in force at least in valour; and though 
Charles finally overran the country of his 
enemies, there were no fortresses by means of 
which he could hold it in subjection. On the 
first opportunity they renounced the promised 
obedience, and if they were favoured by the 
season, or no army happened to be at hand, 
they recruited their strength to such a degree 



that it required a new war to enforce their sub- 
mission. This being the case it is not matter 
of surprise that the hostilities between the two 
nations should have continued, with short in* 
tervals of repose, for 33 years. At length the 
Saxons, disheartened by the loss of several 
battles and of all the tenable positions on the 
Weser and near the naouth of the Elbe, sub- 
mitted to the conqueror; and it was agreed, as 
Eginhard relates, that they should form one 
people with the Franks, but yet retain their 
peculiar laws and constitution. As a pledge 
of their future allegiance, Charles carried with 
him many Saxons of distinction, and left in 
Saxony a considerable number of Franks in 
their stead. With a view to civilize the rude 
minds of his new subjects he founded bishoprics 
aAd divided the counlary into various districts, 
which he intrusted to the government of 
coiints. By this policy he broke that power 
which, if united uiider one man, might have 
proved dangerous io his hardly acquired au* 
thorily: ' ' i - 

' Oh tliis occaision Wittekind, who Imd during 
tii^wiar diisplayiid 'prbbfs of consummate mi- 
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litary skill mA vs^our, consulted bis private 
intenest asd embraced the Christian religtpn. 
At his baptbm he exchanged the H^^ honse, 
wbfch he bad jMreviou^y bprne 9{f jhi^ ^ois, 
fpr fi white one, which is still used by the 
If logs of Great Britain ^s dukes of Brunswick 
Liip^burg ^.nd descendant^ of Henry the 
Lion ; witjh whose coptinentol dominions the 
^eatest part of the patrimonial poj^sessiops pf 
tbe celebrated Saxon chief have long been in* 
corporated, 

Some writers have attempted to prove that 
Wittekind was the progenitor of the present 
reigniqg hous^ pf Saxony and its collater$d 
branches : but the niost candid are ready to 
admit that we possess np bistpricaj records 
which ^ord ftt>fiolute prpof of such an asisun^p- 
tion, AH, however f^gree, to consider Dedo, 
count of Wpttin, ^s the ancestor of that 
house j 9nd as Ditmar, bishop of Merseburg, 
ipfonns us tha^ Wittekind's descendants pos^ 
se$se4 the castles pf Zorbig and Wettin, with 
others built as defences against the VandalSi 
fyfff^ which they tpok t)ie title pf Counts; 
it i^eepQig flp^ iojprobable that the pre^e^t. 
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princes of Saxony may justly derive their origpi 
from Wittekind, who has been surnamed the 
Great. 

As Meissen, Thuringia, and the duchy of 
Saxony, originally belonged to three different 
families, though in process of time they became 
united under one head, it will be necessary to 
consider each of them separately. 



MARGRAVES OF MEISSEN. 



Though Meissen is known to have been go- 
verned by margraves before the time of Dedo, it 
will be sufficient for my purpose to commence with 
that prince as the undoubted ancestor of the house 
of Saxony. 

Dedo, count of Wettin^ invested with the dig- 
nity .of margrave of Meissen in 1048^ died in 1075. 

After his deaths the emperor Henry IV. gave 
Meissen to Vratislaus 11., duke, and afterwards 
king of Bohemia, by whom it was transferred to 
his son-in-law Wiprecht, count of Groitsch. On 
his decease in 1124, it reverted to the house of 
WettiU in the person of 

HlSNKY, coiifit of Eulenbuif , nephew to Dedo* 
Qe waft succeeded by his cousin 
. CoNiRAi^ tiK Creftty who was invested in 1127 
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with the dignity of margrave of Meissen, by the 
emperor Lothair, who also conferred on him the- 
margraviate of Lower Lusatia in 1 ] 36. In his dis- 
putes with his predecessor Henry of Eulenburg, 
he was taken prisoner by the latter, and upon his 
release after the death of his enemy, joined the 
crusade* to Palestine, agreeably to a vow made 
during his confinement. Wearied at length, of the 
world he determined to leave it, and having given 
his arms and knightly insignia to the church of 
Meissen, he assumed the religious habit in the 
convent of Lauterberg, having previously divided 
his territories among his five sons. He died two 
months afterwards, in 1157. This prkice first 
granted to the city of Leipzig the privilege of hold* 
iDg two aDQuai fairs at Easter and Michaelmas^ 
which have since conferred on it such great coniH 
mercial importance. 

Othd, die eldest son bf Conmd, was gumamed 
the Ricky on account of the sitvef mine c^co^ered 
^bottt the year 1 1 70 at Freyberg. A eerier of salt 
feom. Godar passmg- by the plaee, picked np a 
Innip of ftfafi ore, which he took hoffle^ audi foiftid 
it to ccmtaiii aJarge propoHioa of silver Md lead. 
A SHpcfiiiteiident and a party of miners were, in 
consequence, sent thither to open the woiks. Thei^e 
psov^i ad prodttctiiwy diat about ]174> Ocbo began 
to build the town of Kreybog, whidi »er6as(fi(i wtft 
^HtbrapUitjy that at itteii/miyi Henry, duke of 
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Saxony^ it cobumed 32,760 inhabitants of twelve- 
years and upwards. 

Diettrichy Otho's eldest brother^ to whom hi^ 
father gave the margraviate of Lusatia, was a prince' 
of an heroic mind and independent character. He 
was one of the retinue of the emperor Frederic I.^ 
when that monarch on the 24th of July, 1 177, ef«' 
fected a reconciliation with pope Alexander III.,' 
before the church of St. Mark at Venice. When 
the haughty pontiff had not only left the emperor 
prostrate for some time upon the ground, but as 
some papists assert, had even set his foot upon his 
Deck, repeating the words of Scripture — Super qs» 
pidem et basiliscum ambulabis'-*** Thou shalt walk 
upon the asp and the basilisk ;'' margrave Die^^ 
tench called out and asked the emperor ^ Why he 
subjected the imperial dignity to such degradation ?'^ 
The pope, who did not understand German, here-^ 
upon inquired what Dieterich had said. On learn- 
ii^ the import of his questicxi, to avoid any ftirther 
tumult he went to the emperor, raised him from 
the groimd, and embraced him in the usual manner. 
Many papists, says Glafey in his HnUfy of 
S€LXonyf are ashamed to adnut the truth of this foct, 
because it attests the excessive arroganee of the 
pope in offering such an indignity to the emperor ; 
but BaroniQS ackiiowledges that, aceording to the^ 
chronicle of cardinal Bessarion, preserved in die 
Venetian litHnrj, Ike eircumsttUice actudly hap^ 
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pened, and Cellarius, in his work on the Origin and 
Succession of the Counts of Wettin, observes, that 
it was commemorated by the monks in a painting^ 
on the sides of the altar in the church of St. Mary 
at Halle, This picture represented an emperor 
crowned lying upon the earth, and a pope treading 
upon his neck. Over the head of the pope was 
the name of Alexander ^ which the monks, ashamed 
of the action, had covered with another colour^ 
substituting the words Sanctus Josua; but still 
the old characters were so plain, that the name of 
Alexander was distinctly legible. 

Conrad, the only legitimate son of Dieterich^ 
was killed about 1175 or 1180, in a tournament at 
Vienna^ on which account his corpse was refused 
christian burial by his cousin Wichmann, archbishop 
of Magdeburg, who had shortly before excommu- 
nicated all such persons as took part in that kind of 
sports. The prelate at length permitted his inter- 
ment at the entrance of the greater church of Lau- 
terberg ; but only on condition that tlie princes his 
friends, would. swear '^ from that time forward never 
to attend any tournaments, nor to suffer any such 
amusements in their dominions, nor to allow any of 
their people or servants to be present at the same*" 

Henryy Otho's third brother, married Sophia, 
daiighter of JUeopoid IV. of Austria, whose brother, 
duke Henry,. 3^rpri8ed them on the wedding-day in 
tbeii! cbaj3QLber» when tbey were in bed together^ and 
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with threats compelled them to promise that they 
would not demand of him either bridal paraphernalia 
or dowry. 

Albert the Proud succeeded his father Otho in 
1189> and was poisoned in 1195 by one of his at- 
tendants. 

DiETERiCH^ Albert's only brother^ was in Pales- 
tine at the time of the decease of the latter. As the 
emperor Henry VI. coveted the Misnian territories 
on account of the productive mines which they con- 
tained, and had sent officers to take possession of 
them, Dieterich hastened home, and to escape the 
dangers prepared for him, was carried on board the . 
ship in a skin or barrel. With the assistance of his 
father-in-law, the landgrave of Thuringia, he re- 
covered his patrimonial dominions. Upon some 
misunderstanding with the people of Leipzig, who 
threatened to renounce their allegiance to him, and 
to give up their city to the emperor, they bribed 
his physician with 100 marks of silver to poison him, 
in 1£22. 

Henry, surnamed the Ulustriaus, the youngest 
son of Dieterich, was one of the most powerful 
princes of his time, and in right of his mother, added 
the landgraviate of Thuringia to the possessions of 
the house of Saxony. 
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LANDGRAVES OF THURINGIA. 



Thijringia is related to have been governed 
by kings in the early ages of the Christian era> at 
%vfaicb period it comprehended a much more exten- 
sive tract of country than is now included in the 
appeflation. The most celebrated of these ancient 
monarchs veas Hermanfried, who so harassed his 
neighbours^ the Franks, that they united with the 
Saxons; and these allies, having conquered their 
enemy in 531, divided his kingdom between them. 
Thuringia was aftevwards governed like the other 
provinces of the Frankish monarchy by dukes and 
counts. After the time of Charlemagne it con- 
tinued in Sttbjection to his German successors, who 
appointed margraves, landgraves^ and counts-pak- 
tine, to protect the country against the incursions of 
theHuns. 

Ill 1639, tfie emperor Conrad 11. conferred 
various Ibrd^ips in Thuringia on his refative, 
Lewis the Bearded, son of Charles' duke of Lor- 
raine, and grandson of Lewis IV. of France, who 
considerably enlarged his possessions by subsequent 
purchases 
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. ' Lkwis, son of the precediDg^ suraamed, by mo<- 
<iern historians^ the Leaper, This appelhidon is 
attributed to the following circumstance* Lewis^ 
being charged with the murder of Frederick III:, 
<coiint<'p>alatine of Saxony^ was secured by command 
of the emperor Henry IV., and confined in the 
castle of Giebichenstein, near Halle, Here he is 
^aid. to have remained a prisoner two yeani^ at the 
respiration *of which time. he regained bis liberty by 
.leaping from the castle into the river Saale, In this 
.leap, he is reported to have been, materially assisted 
.by a loose gewn, the mention of which, must hot be 
omitted; otherwise the story w^uld appear abso- 
.luiely incredible to.all who are a^cquainted with, die' 
.situation of the castle. ' It. seenis. probable, that 
Xewis. being taken prispner. by, Henry/ and confined 
in Uie above-mentioned castle,' found means to bribe 
Ms guai'ds;*and that. the story of Ih^ adventurous 
ieap wasiperely a fiction invented by them to re- 
.mov« any suspicion of their infidelity. 
^ Lewis III. was, in 1130,. created Landgrave of 
Thuringia, with peculiar privileges, by the emperor 
Lothair. 

Lewis IV., sumamed ^^Ae Jrort. This prince 
seems in his early years to have paid but little at- 
tention to the- important duties of his station. His 
whole time was spent in seeking and conferring 
pleasure. He therefore lived with his nobility upon 
,the footing of a familiair friend, without exacting 

c 
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tbftt respect which was due to his superior r^k* 
The nobles, unprincipled enough to abuse the 
weakness and condescension of the young and 
thoughtless prince, assumed more extensive rights 
than belonged to them ; had recourse to Unlawful 
means of enriching themselves; and in particular 
were guilty of the most intolerable oppression to- ' 
wards their vassals. All these circumstances, how- 
ever, were unknown to the landgrave, till accident 
made him acquainted with them. One day, when 
enjoying the diveridon of die chase, he was parted 
from his attendants and lost his way. The approach 
of night compelled him to seek refuge in the cottage 
of an honest blacksmith, to whom he represented 
. himself ^i a servant of the landgrave. The smith 
.'continued his work, and at every blow that he 
struck upon the glowing iron, he emphatically 
ejaculated, Landgrave became severe! This cir- 
cumstance excited his curiosity and led to an expla- 
nation, which first apprized him of the grievances Of 
bis stttyects. His indignation was roused agunst 
ins vassals ; be resolved to punish the guilty, and to 
correct the abuses which had every where crept in. 
As the nobles,'hdwe'ver9 would not quietly submit 
to humiliation, an open war ensued between them 
and di& landgraire, ^o at length proved victorious, 
and secured the persoris of the principal insurgents. 
These he harnessed by fours to a plough, compelled 
them to plough a whole field, hence denominated 
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the Adel^cker — ^^Mhe Field of the Noblea/' and 
during the operation fl<^ged them severely with his 
own hands. By this and other severitiea the land* 
grave struck terror into all, but exposed himself to 
so many attempts upon his life, that he found it 
necessary to wear armour habitually^ and hence 
received the surname of the Iron. 

A recent writer states, that the circumstance 
which more especially induced the landgrave to 
inflict the above-mentioned punishment on his 
nobles, was, that during an extraordinary dearth, 
many people in Thuringia had been forced to sell 
themselves as slaves to the great for bread, and had 
received from them the like inhuman treatment. It 
is farther related of this prince, that shortly before 
his death, he gave orders that his refractory nobles 
should carry him in his coffin, upon their shoulders, 
from Neuenburg, where he resided, to Reinhards- 
brunn, the family burial-place, a distance of 40 Eng- 
lish miles, which was accordingly done. 

In the landgrave's apartment in the Wartburg, 
says Mr. Thon in his history of that casde pub- 
lished in 1814, still hangs the portrait of this prince 
as large^as life, with small pictures on each side. 
On the right is represented the scene in the smith's 
cottage ; on the left a plough, to which are harnessed 
four men having nothing on but their shirts, and a 
man on horseback whipping' them. At a distance 
are seen a number of other persons likewise in their 

c3 
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shirts and tfaeir hands bound. In the distance ap^ 
pear several castles in ruins. This picture^ if not 
contemporary with the landgrave, is at least very 
ancient. 

Lewis V., eldest son of the preceding, was dis- 
tinguished for the excellence of his character, hrs 
prudence, generosity, and personal beauty ; and re- 
ceived the sumanie of the Mild, or the Pious* 
His first wife, ia countess of Cleves, he divorced 
upon the* pretext of too near relationship. He then 
married'.the 'widow of Waldemar I., king of Den- 
mark, whom, however, he sent hbiiie the following 
year (1187) to her no. small vexation. His third 
wife was an Austrian princess. *• - ' 

Though Lewis* h;ad a sovereign contempt for the 
intrigues of the ^priests, who according to some an- 
cient chronicles, strove by = means of- a frightful 
phantasmagoric exhibition of the tortures of his 
father's soul, to obtain from him a grant of consider- 
able estates; he- nevertheless founded several reli- 
gious houses, and in 1188 joined in a crusade to the 
Holy Land, where he highl) distinguished himself 
in the siege of Acre, but died at Cyprus in 1 IQO. 

Herrmann I., who succeeded his brother 
Lewis, was involved in a few years in war with 
Albert the Proud, margrave of Meissen. Deitrich, 
xonnt of .Weissenfels, the brother of Albert, was so 
closely pressed by the latter that he applied to 
Hihiiiann for assistance. The only condition 
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«poii Mrhicli Hernuann would listen to this solicita^ 
tion was, that Deitrich should marry his daughter 
Jutta. This stipulation was by no means. agreea]i>ley 
as the lady was extremely ugly.: Urged^ however, 
by necessity^ Deitrich. complied, and to this union 
tfaehouse.of Meissen was indebted for the possession 
of Thuringia. • / . . . i . ) 

Tired of the. wars which at the commencement 
of the 13th. century distracted Ges-viany, Herrmann 
directed his attention to the arts o( peace, and was a 
zealous patron of someof the most eminent minstrels 
of that s^e. The principal of these was Henry 
von Veldeck, a man of noble birth and high in 
office at the court. of the landgrave. His chief 
poetical performance .was a translation of Virgil's 
Eneid^ with which he interwove the achievements 
of the emperor f rederic I. . The others were named 
Walter von der Vogelweide, Reinhard von Zwetzen, 
Wolfram von Eschenbach, Peter Olp, and Henry 
Ton Afterdingen. . These men frequently displayed 
their jalents . in competitions before the princes 
whom .war or. amusenaeut .brought to the residence 
of the landgrave. On one of these occasions they 
chose Herrmann himself, and bis brother-in^aw^ 
Leopold, duke of Austria; for their heroes. After- 
dingen, who had resided some time at the court of 
the. duke, characterized bim in such glowing and 
enthusiastic strains, that Walter von der Vogelweide, 
who was his most strenuous opponent, vvas obliged 
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to acknowledge his superiority. The vanquished 
poet deeply chagrined^ urged a fresh trial. Veldeck 
and CMp seconded his proposal. Zwetzen and 
Eschenbach were appointed umpires ; and to such 
a pitch Mas the poetic fury canied on this occasion, 
that nothing less than death by the hand of the 
public executioner of Eisenach was destined for 
the conquered party. * Walter's friends^ sensible 
that he was not a match for Afterdingen, succeeded 
by a variety of artifices in prevailing upon the others 
to leave the decision to dice. -His opponents 
played false, and he lost. To escape hanging, the ap« 
paratus for which was already {Mrepared by the execu^ 
tioner, in front of the castle of Wartburg, where this 
singular competition took place, Afterdingen loudly 
insisted on another trial of poetic skill. His demand 
was complied with, but his adversaries had recourse 
to all possible means to disturb the current of his 
ideas, and with such, success that he admitted him* 
self to be overcome. He was accordingly adjudged 
without mercy, to suffer the fate agreed upon. In 
this dilemma he claimed the protection of the land- 
gravine Sophia, intreating that Klingsor, the most- 
celebrated minstrel of that age, might be appointed 
umpire. Not only the landgravine and her con- 
sort, but the other minstrels consented that Klingsor 
should decide the dispute within a year. After^ 
dingen himself proceeded to Hungary, and before 
the expiration of the time appointed, brought back 
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bii mnpire with him to Eisenach. According to 
various accounts, Klingsor had studied at Rome, 
Paris, and Cracow; and had attained audi proi* 
ciency in medicine and other sciences, particuhrly 
astronomy, as to excite the astoniAmcnt of his co- 
temporaries. He had visited the East, where he pro- 
fited hy the society of the learned Arabs of Bagdad, 
4^ whom he was supposed to have learned the 
mysteries of the black art, which in diose days had 
oumerouB votaries* The truth is, diat Klingsor was 
one of the greatest scholars of his time, and such 
were his poe^ abilities, that he found it an easy 
task to beiur away the palm from many minstrels* 
Tlie latter, satisfied that their failure could not be 
the result of natural means, without farther cere» 
mony inscribed \m superiority to the assistance of 
the devil. On the arrival of this celeturated man, a 
solemn meeting was summoned at the Warthurg, 
in which this important dispute was to be decided. 
Klingsor and Wolfram von Eschenbach tried their 
skill, and proposed riddles to one another, llie 
victory was in general doubtful; upon whidi 
Klings<Mr is related to have been thrown into such 
embarrassment, that he called a demon to his aid. 
In the Jena collection of the works of the minstrels, 
there are actually several poetical fragments, in 
which the supposed spirit, Nasian, is represented 
as telling the severest truths, especially to the 
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clergymen the jlnfamoua' system of .indulgeebcoff/ 
the greediness, of the priests, aiid other similar; sjah^ 
jects. In, those! days such sallies .were certainly 
dangerous, and: Klingsor' seems to have .had the 
gooda'sense to, {Hil them: on' purpose into the. mouth, 
of i an: Sevil; spirit to: avoid any :uiipJeasant. conser* 
qiiences' to hlmsrelf. .. He ultimately succeeded i» 
ei9kctiiog a iteconciliatioh, between the ho'stiJei<bbrdl^ 
Tht Jasjd^av^ was desirous of retaining him^Qt- 
bis, .court,< biit ' cotdd not prevail .upon him jto stay,; 
as. he i received froth Andrew II., king of Hxibgary,' 
a yearly salary of 3000 marks of silver, qbiefly >oor 
account of his extraordinary skill in matters retatin^ 
to!tbe miiies. Herrmann, therefore, dismisdeA hm^ 
with some ivery valuable presents. ; J i^ . 

.It is not improbable, that Klii^sot^siviait to.the 
court of Hie lahdgrave may have been.thfe immediate 
occasion of the embassy sent sooa afterwards, by the 
latter to the king of Hungary, to solicit hik daughter, 
as a wife for his soii Lewis^ then eleven years of age. 
The ambassadors were most graciqusly received, 
and the king delivered the .prii^cessf Elisabethv^who 
was but four years sold, into' their hands ':with9idby 
formalities and earnest exhortatioas. The ' liWe 
bride was furnished, among odier things, with! a silvei 
cradle and bathing-vessel, and 1000 nlarks of silver 
formed part of her dowry. The ambassadors took 
their leave, and arrived in safety at Herrmann's c4)urt 
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at Wartburgi where, to render their union secure^ 
the young couple were betrothed with the cere^ 
monies prescribed by the church* 
« Lewis VI., or the Holy, had scarcely attained his 
l6th year, at the death of hb father in 1216. He 
had received an excellent education in the society 
of his beloved EHsabeth. This princess, even in 
her infancy, manifested a strong propensity to 
works of piety, which often degenerated into mental 
imbecility and fanaticism. Many persons about 
the court of the landgrave conceived such a disRke 
of her for this 'conduct, as to exert all their efforts 
to have her sent home agaiti, or placed in a convent. 
Lewis, however, was too warmly attached to bis bride 
to lislen. to such counsel. When he went from home, 
he never returned without bringing her some present, 
and giving her other proofs of his tenderness. Once 
when he had omitted to do so, Elisabeth, whose 
heart'was endued with extraordinary sensibility, was 
deeply afflicted. > Some of the courtiers, observing 
her^'disappointment, took a malicious pleasure in 
throwing out the insinuation that the young land- 
grave had ceased to love her. This increased her 
distress to' the highest degree, and she disclosed her 
grief to Walter von Vargel, one of her attendants. 
This honest servant comforted her in the best 
manner he could, and. soon afterguards found an 
opportunity to communicate her unhappiness to his 
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^MSler. '' Look you/' replied die* good prince^ 
pokitiiig to the Inselsbergy 'f tliat hilli if it were en- 
tirely of pure gold^ could not indjice me to be in** 
constant to my beloved EKsabeth^ Tell her so, 
and as a. pcoof carry to her this jevfd" With these 
words, he took out of a velvet bag' which he WiOre by 
his side a double nurror sejb^in ivory, on the back of 
which was a crucifix. With this, significant present 
Walter hastened to Elisabeth, and banished all un*- 
eamess from her bosom. 

Jn 1121, Lewis consMmmated his nuptials with 
this princess, who was then but fourteen years of 
age. The pleasures of matrimony, however, seem 
to have had but few charms for the gentle en<r 
thuoast. She would rise from bed* every night, 
even after her marriage, to repeat her prayers, which 
often lasted so long that sleep overpowered her be- 
fiare die. had finished. Her husband would then take 
her by the hand, and intreat her to lie down again* 
^utneidbtei: solicitations nor tender repioadies were 
of any avail ; and she declared to him that thou(^ 



• The wooden becUteed upoo which Elisabeth slept was 
afterwards cut up to make toothpicks^ i^hich were believed to 
possess the miraculous virtue of curing the most violent tooth- 
ache. Many a bedstead has in consequence of this notion, been 
«ince carried piece-meal from the Wartbui^, w^iere good eare was 
alwf^ taken .to gapp^.tbeir places. 
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she coiild not b6 always prayingy yet she could 
mortify her flesh, which she eflfocted by scowigiiig 
it most unmercifully. 

Their mutual attachment nevertheless continued 
onalCerable, and, according to various anecdotes 
related by ancient chronicles, nothing could induce 
the landgrave to be untrue to his Elisabeth. 

When Lewis was called from home either by 
military operations or other afiairs of state^ his con* 
sort was inde&tigable in the exercise of benevo* 
lence ; for which the great £unine and the conta- 
gious diseases that then ravaged Thuringia afforded 
abundant opportunities. At the foot of the Wart- 
burg she erected a hospital in which she maintained 
^8 ind^ent sick persons, whom she h^self assisted 
to nurse and attend* She founded also, bendes 
other charitable institutions, the hospital of St* 
Anne, situated just without the gate of Eisenach, as 
an asylum for i^ed persons bereft of fortune and 
friends, and endowed it with considerable revenues. 
^During the dearth above alluded to, she moreover 
caused relief to be daily distributc^d in her presence 
to 900 inctigent individuals. This active beneficence 
several officious persons took pains to represent to 
the landgrave as wanton profusion* Lewi^, whose 
sentiments wer^e worthy of bis rank, replied^ that 
he would nevet obstruct Elisabeth in the indulgence 
-of her charitable disposition y and he should be 
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perfectly satisfie^^ if she gave away every: thing but 
the Wartburg^ £isenach^ and Neuenburg." 

Among other extraordinary stories^ which are in 
direct opposition to this reply and to the general 
sentiments of the landgrave, we find the following : 
^-'•the landgravine was once descending from the 
Wartburg with a basket full of provisions, for her 
indigent pensioners. Her husband met her hy the 
way, and peremptorily inquired what she had in the 
the basket. '' Flowers/- answered the terrified Eli- 
sabeth, and when the basket was uncovered, the 
most beautiful metamorphosis confirmed the reply. : 
- This transfomiition,' however, is one of the minor 
miracles ascribed by various historical writers to 
this princess. According to these fabulous ac- 
counts, she one day during her residence at Wart- 
burg, gave to some poor persons various articles of 
her apparel, which were immediately replaced by 
angels. • On another occasion; as she was going to 
church,^ she dispatched a beggar with a valuable 
glove, which was quickly purchased by a knight, 
who, in every conflict in which he was engaged, 
fastened this precious relic to his helmet, and was, 
thus rendered invincible. When she was distribut- 
ing provisions, and the number of the poor was 
greater than she had expected, the victuals increased 
in her hands till they were all satisfied. She several 
times procured fish out of Elisabeth's well, which 
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was constructed at her expense ; and once in par* 
ticular when a sick man desired to have a dish of 
fish^ and it was impossible to procure any in haste, 
she ordered a maid-servant to dip a bucket into this 
well. The girl brought up several fish, of which 
the patient ate heartily and recovered. She restored 
to health a paralytic person who waCs deaf and 
dumb. She prayed with a blind man, who forth- 
with recovered his sight. She frequently went 
abroad in the rain to perform her orisons/ but her 
clothes were never wetted. Angels appeared to 
her, and she*even conversed '^' with our Saviour, and 
with;: God the Father himself, who, when the em- 
peror paid a visit to the Wartburg, sent her by an 
angel a golden crown and a most magnificent dress 
for the occasion. 

AH these miracles may be easily accounted for ; 
if we take but a superficial view of those times ; if 
we consider the character of Conrad of Marburg, 
the confessor of the tender Elisabeth, who is repre- 
sented by various writers as a consummate hypocrite, 
an atrocious villain, and an inhuman bigot ; and if 
we reflect how easy it must have been to deceive 
this gentle enthusiastic princess. Innocent and 
wholly absorbed in devotion, she was herself most 
deluded, and found in circumstances- of this kind 
miracles upon which she certainly valued herself 
not a little. 
- The reader will not be surprised to learn that 
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some portiofi of this wonder-working power was 
coibmunicated to her husband, the landgrave. He 
is said to have displayed a remarkable instance of 
it at the Wartburg, when a lion, presented to him 
either by his father-in-law the king of Hungary, or 
his brother-in-law Henry of Austria, rushed furi- 
ously upon him as he was entering the court-yard. 
A loud exclamation and a motion of the hand were 
sufficient to oblige the formidable animal to throw 
himself at his feet, and as it were to implore his 
pardon. 

But setting, aside these fabulous stories, history 
has recorded many curious facts respecting the 
landgrave and his consort. During the absence of 
this prince in Italy, the lord of Saka conceived the 
idea of erecting a castle on the Altenberg, situated 
in the domain of the convent of Reinhardsbrunn, 
which enabled him to dp great injury to that house. 
The abbot intreated him, but in vain, to desist from 
his design. Lewis on hb return from Italy vbited 
Reinhardsbrunn, where the abbot complained bit- 
terly of the conduct of Salza. The landgrave said 
nothing; but privately sent orders^ to his baililBf, of 
Eisenach, to post himself the following morning 
neaor Salza's castle, with all the citizens capable of 
bearing arms. He himself passed the night at Rein- 
hardsbrunn. Next day, which was Sunday, he 
departed, directmg the abbot not to hold the pro- 
cession dr read high mass before his return. He 
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jcNiied the men of Eisenach^ who were assembled 
according to his orders^ scaled the castle^ and took 
Salza prisoner. He then proceeded with his train 
to the convent, the captivei bound and fettered^ 
hieading the procession, and being placed in an 
elevated situation in the church for public view. 
Some of his servants were executed, , 9bA Salite 
himself engaged by an oath, never more to set 
foot upon the lands belonging to the conveiil. 
The castle was demolwhed, and the materials given 
to the monks. On this occasion the landgrave, 
contrary to his usual custom, brought no provisions 
with him. His table was therefore supplied by the 
abbot. The prince ordered his treasurer to demand 
a bill and pay the amount. The monks, gratefid 
for the service rendered to them, positively refused 
to accept any remuneration, and the treasurer urged 
the matter no farther. The landgrave, highly in- 
censed at this complaisance, obliged the treasurer 
to pay out of his own pocket the whole expense of 
his entertsunment. 

Soon afterwards 'the monks of the same convent 
complained to the landgrave of some Franconian 
noblemen, who had taken from them a butt of wine 
and six horses. Lewis demanded the restitution of 
|tfae property, which was refused. The landgrave 
9h consequence, summoned together his vassals and 
^dtizens, and ravaged the possessions of the plufi- 
^rbrs. V They were at length necessitated to in»- 
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plore pardon, and that in the. most humiliating 
attitude: covered with their shirts alone, with halters 
ahout their necks, and naked swords held to: theik* 
diroats, they begged for mercy. , Lewis > foxgave 
them, on condition that they should send a quantity 
.9f good wine and a certain number of fine horses 
1(6 the convent. ' ; ^ .• ^ 

The landgrave once attended the fair of Eiiienach, 
wh^re a dealer in small . wares atttacted . his ^lotice. 
*^ Canst thou gain, a subsistence by the sale.of «uch 
trifling commodities ?'' asked the landgraye. - '^ Ah, 
Sir!'' replied the pedlar, '^ I am ashamed. to bag, 
and am not strong enough for a . day-labourer. I 
could, however, earn a livelihood by the profession 
which I follow, though my whole stock is not worth 
more than five pence, if I had but a safe-conduct 
from one town to another." Lewis ordered the sum 
. which he had mentioned to be paid him : he directed 
a letter of safe-conduct to be mad^ out for him, and 
promised to be responsible for all losses, but on 
condition of sharing the profits of his trade. .The 
pedlar joyfully pursued his peregrinations to distant 
parts, and returned every new-year^s day to exhibit 
his stock to the landgrave.-. The. latter selected 
from it such articles as he pleasjed, and clothed the 
dealer in the dress worn ^by the attendants of his 
court. The pedlar's business soon increased so 
much, that he found it necessary , to purchase an 
ASS. At length he ventured to take a journey to 
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Venice, then the emporium of the commerce *&( 
Europe. From that city he returned \vlth many 
foreign curiosities^ which he exhibited by the way at 
the fair of WUrzburg. The sight of these attractive 
trinkets excited in some of the Francoiiians a violent 
desire to possess them^ as th^y would be such 
charming presents for their wives and mistresses: 
As however^ they had not money sufficient to buy 
them, they adopted an expedient common enough 
in those days, and when the pedlar was about to 
continue his journey, they seized his goods and his 
ass into the bargain. The poor man hastened to 
Wartburg, and complained to the landgrave of his 
mishap ; Lewis laughed, desired him to be of good 
cheer, convoked his counts, lords, knights, and vas- 
sals, for an expedition, and accompanied by the 
pedlar, proceeded to Wiirzburg in quest of the ass, 
laying waste all before him. The bishop of Wiirz- 
burg at length dispatched a messenger to inquire 
the reason of such conduct. " I am seeking my 
ass," replied the landgrave, *' which some of his 
people have taken away." The goods and the ass 
were immediately restored. 

All these facts serve to attest the excellent cba- 
racter of Lewis VI. It is certain that he had the 
strongest sense of religion and virtue. He punished 
profane swearing at his court as immoral. With- 
all his personal recommendations, he never suffered 
himself to be hurried away by those pleasures which 
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captivate the senses. Witli the nost stedfast ac(*^ 
herence ta principles he was a just and wise sove^ 
rpign, a tender husband^ and a faithful friend. It is 
the more to be regretted that his life should have 
'been abridge4 by his participation in the crusades* 
He died at Otranto, in the kingdom of Naples^ oa 
his way to Palestine^ in 1221. 

Elisabeth was deeply aflFected by the news of 
this event^ though sh^ was far fromi anticipating t)ie 
cruel fate that awaited her. Henry^ her hii^band's 
brother^ turned her and her innocent children out of 
the Wartburg^ and even caused it to be intimated to 
the inhabitants of Eisenach^that her reception there 
would be displeasing to him. With her infants ia 
her armSy or clinging about her, did this daughter of 
a king, and widow of one of the most powerful 
princes of Gerinany^ quit tl\e castle. At Eisenach 
she was cruelly treated by the lower classes of th€f 
inhabitants^ who had received so many benefits at 
her hands^ and one ungrateful wretch of her own 
sex even pushed her maliciously into the streaa^. 
called the Lobersbach. She resolved at length to. 
seek a retreat in the hospit^ which herself had 
founded. Hence she was taken by her aunt, the 
abbess of Kitzingen, and her uncle the bishop qf, 
Bamberg gave her the castle of Botten^t^n for her 
residence. She had not been there lo|ig b^fgi;^ die 
remains of her husband were brought tp Skunj^rg^^ 
and she accompanied them^ with aQ exttaordinacy 
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ci^ncourse of pe«ple^ fr<nn that toWii to ftehAtrds- 
brufiii. Here Rudolph vOtt Vargel had the eours^^e 
to remonstrate in the strongest manner with th6 
landgrave Henry on the cruelty of his behaviour to 
his sisterjn-law. HenYy was so deeply affected b^ 
4ihe representations- of diis faithful' servant, that h« 
became reconciled to Elisabeth, and took her back 
with him to the Wartburg, where she enjoyed aU 
the conveniences that she could desire. Such, how- 
ever, was her wish to pass the remainder of her 
days in religious seclusion, that, at the expiration of 
a year, she untreated him to assign her a place wheie 
she might live in retirement He accordingly gave 
to her the town of Marburg, with the dependent vil- 
lages, revenue^ and rights ; and diither she imme- 
diately repaired. Her father, havmg meanwhile 
heard of her distressed situation, sent «an embassy 
to fetch her home. The ambassador followed her 
to Marburg, where he found the daughter of his 
sovereign at the spinning-wheel, but jcould not pre- 
vail upon her to return with him. In that town 
she ended her life in 1231, and in 2235 was so- 
lenmly canonized by pope Gregory IX. Anterior 
to the Reformation her tomb was visited by great 
numbers of pilgrims from Hungary and other 
countries. 

Hbrsmann II. succeeded his father Lewis VL 
at the age of four years, under the guardianship of 
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his uncle Henry Raspe, who is charged with hav- 
ing caused him to be poisoned in 1240, at the early 
age of 17« 

Henry Raspe died without issue in 1247, on 
which Thuringia devolved to his sister's son Henry 
the ' Illustrious, margrave of Meissen. 
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THURINGIA AND MEISSEN UNITED. 



Henry tlte Illustrious added Thuringia to the 
possessions of the house of Meissen. In 1£6S he 
divided his dominions with his three sons, and died 
in 1288. 

Albert, who for his vices received the surname 
of the Degenerate^ the eldest son of Henry the lUus* 
trious, obtained on the partition of his father's ter- 
ritories, the province of lliuringia. In his early 
years he was a prince of great hopes, and partico- 
iarly distinguished himself in the campaign against 
the Pagans, in Prussia, in 1265. He married Mar- 
garet, daughter of the emperor Frederic II., by 
whom he had three sons and a daughter. > She was 
a princess of excellent character, but had the mis- 
fortune to lose the affections of her husband, who 
was fascinated by the attractions of one of her 
ladies, named Gunigund von Eisenberg. This wo- 
man^ who possessed in a high degree the art of 
pleasing, not content with having deprived her 
mistress of her husband's love, formed the cruel 
resolution of putting her completely odt of the way, 
that 9hie might step into her place. Albe^' wal 
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Immc enimgh Co couHtenance her demgn. After 
■ome attempts to poison her had failed^ they chose 
(in 1270) an expedient worthy of their age. They 
prevailo^^ by the promise of a^g^eitt reward, upon a 
man of the lowest class, an as»-driver, who daily 
brought water, wood, aBdl.4>ther necessaries to the 
castle of Wartburg, to introduce himself disguised 
a3 a gho4t, into the bed-chamber of the landgravine, 
and to strangle her whilst adeep, upon which her 
death mi|^t be ascribed to the supernatural agency 
of an evil spirit. The man came at the time ap« 
pointed, and entered the chamber of the princess* 
Here ht was seized with a sudden terror, for he was 
not a hardened villain. His soul revolted at the 
Clime which he had engaged to commit, and in his 
€Oiifiiaion,.he miwle a noise diat awoke die princess, 
whose paidon he implored upon his knees. The 
landgnmne in extreme astonishment inquired the 
cau^e of his appeanuace in such a place, and he 
•onfcaaed all that he knew. In the utmost con^ 
fltemalioB die sent for Vargel,. the steward of her 
kojtts^ioM, and consulted with him what* was to be 
4ane^ He advised her to s$ek safety in inunediate 
ttght Whilst her attendants were collecting a few 
]Qjec!Qssaries, the unfortunate landgravine went to her 
te^lof /^ children whci were in an adjoining chamber, 
aflfl to^ l^v^ ofi-them vvith a flood of tears. Such 
"^911 ^ yk^e^ oi hei emotion, that in taking a 
SKf&fi mbr^^^ f|f l^fpr 6|iioitfite, Fredenc, vMmi 
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was twelve years old, she bit his right cfheei so se- 
verely, that he afterwards retuned the mark of this 
token of maternal affection, and received in history 
the surname of The Bitten. As there was no tiikie 
to be lost, her attendants tore the weeping modier 
from her children, and let her down from a window 
«f the castle to a walk on the outside of the walls. 
In this manner did Margaret, the daughter of an 
emperor, escape ^ the danger of death, in order to 
expose herself to fresh hardships. With three 
faithful foQowers, she descended the steep moun- 
tain after midnight, with considerable difficulty, and 
proceeded on foot to tne castle of Craynberg, 
where she was received with astonishment by the 
steward of liie abbot of Hirsdifeld. Hence she 
was conducted to Fulda, and from that place to 
l^rankfort, by direction of the abbot, for which he^ 
was a few months afterwards assassinated before the 
iQtar, at the instigation, as it is said, of the landgrav.^, 
Albert. Margaret was every where treated with all 
the respect due to her birth and rank ; but her un- 
iherited misfortunes preyed so deeply upon her 
spirits, as in two months to terminate both her 
sorrows and her life. Her unprincipled husbapd, 
to conceal his own base behaviour, and to accountr 
for her flight, propagated the scandalous report that 
she had been detected in an intrigue with one of his 
nobles, with whom she had secretly eloped. No. 
sooner was he apprised of her deadi, than he mar* 
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ried Cunigundy viho, during the nuptial ceremony, 
held under her robe h^r son Apitz^ whom she had 
by the landgrave, a praciice common at that time 
in .Germany, where it was supposed to procure for 
namral children the privileges of legitimacy. This 
union was attended with baneful consequences to 
Thuringia and Meissen. Albert being more and 
more estranged from his children by his first wife, 
disinherited them, and declared Apitz heir to his 
dominions. This injustice was resisted by some of 
his nobles, as well as by the princes themsehes, 
whom their uncle Dieterich received under his 
protection, and led to a long succession of civil broils 
and hostilities. At length, in 1286, a convention 
was concluded, by which the landgrave agreed to 
give up the palatinate of Saxony to Frederic, the 
elder of' his surviving sons, and the country of 
Pleissen to Dieterich, the younger. 

Albert had previously lost his beloved Cunigund, 
who was the cause of the discord between him and 
his sons, and not long afterwards he married a lady 
of the house of Reuss, who had by her first husband, 
Otho von Arnshaug, a beautiful daughter named 
Elisabeth. In 1293? Albert sold Thuringia to 
cotmt Adolphus of Nassau, who had been elected 
king of the Romans, for 12,000 marks of silver, 
reserving to himself nothing but the castle of Wart- 
bi!irg, and the annexed demesne for life. His sons 
opposed this isale of their inheritance, and resolutely 
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widistood Adolphus, who came with an army to 
take possession of the country. These strangers; 
consisting of soldiers collected in Swabia^ and in 
the provinces bordering on the Rhine^ were guilty 
of every species of cruelty and atrocity. In retalia- 
tion for their disgraceful treatment ' of the female 
sex^ the two brothers caused such of the enemy as 
fell into their hands in the battle of M ittelhausen 
to be emasculated^ and then sent back to the camp 
of Adolphus. Spangenberg^ in his Mannsfeld 
Chronicle^ has preserved a sarcastic song sung by 
the Thuringians on this occasion. In 1298^ death 
terminated at once the life and claims of A.dolphus^ 
and left the brothers in peaceable possession of 
the. country. 

' About this time margrave Frederic^ who had so 
valiantly and successfully opposed the invaders of 
Xhuringia, was himself overcome by the power of 
love. His heart conceived a violent passion for the 
beautiful JElisabeth, his step-mother's daughter^ 
whom he had seen at the castle of Amshaug^ and 
whom he determined to carry off. For this pur« 
pose he concealed himself on the day of some reli- 
gious festival in a small wood^ and surprised her as 
she was going from the castle to the church. He 
conveyed her with her maids to Gotha^ whence he 
wrote an account of the whole transaction to her 
mother^ imploring her in the most pathetic manner 
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to consent to their union, which wad shdrtly after 
solemnized. 

Albert at length suffered the punishment due to 
ft cruel husband and unnatural father. Death had 
deprived him of his illegitimate favourite, Apitz, 
when in 1306, margrave Frederic dispossessed hini 
of his castle of Wartbui^, on vvhich he retired to 
Erfurt, and there lingered out the remainder of 
his days in unpitied poverty, till he expired in 1314, 
ki the 64th year of his age. 

The Wartburg had not been long in the hands 
of Frederic, before he vi'as besieged there by the 
troops of Albert, king of the Romans, who, as sue-* 
cessor to Adolphus in that dignity, preferred a 
claim to the rights which he had purchased over 
Thuringia. During the siege, Frederic's consort 
gave birth to a daughter. As there was no priest 
in the castle, the rite of baptism could not be there 
administered. In this dilemma, heightened by tb^ 
want of provisions, Frederic resolved upon an at^ 
tempt which would sufficiently bespeak the iAtre^ 
pidity of his mind, were there no other instance of 
bis courage upon record. Placing die nurse witft 
the infant on a horse, he, with ten chosen followers, 
well mounted, sallied at night from the Wartburg; 
The enemy perceived and lost no time in pursaing 
them. By the way, tbe violent citing of the child 
signified its want of that sustenance which nature 
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kat pronded for tender infieuicy. ** Stop V* cried 
the afiectionate father to the nurse and her escort^ 
^ the girl must have refreshnMnt, riiould all Tho-^ 
ringia be the price of k/' During this repast^ 
which is certunly unparalleled in history^ the enemy 
approached. The presence of the brave parent 
however, deterred them from mdiing any formidable 
attack, and he hastened with hi» charge to Tenne« 
berg, to the abbot of ReiiAanisbrunn, by whom the 
infant was baptized, and named Elisabeth. Having 
left her at Tenneberg, and obtained assistance from 
his brother Dieterich, and his brother-m-law the 
duke of Ikunswick, he hastened home, and put an 
end to the siege. 

In the following year, ISO?, the king of the Ro- 
mans again entered the country with a numerous 
anny, chiefty composed of Swabkiss, and encamped 
at Lucka, apparently intending to besiege Leipzig. 
Frederic and his brother, who were then in that 
City, collecting their knigibts and dependents, toge* 
tber widi the cidzens capable of bearing arms, and 
reinforced by 300 Brunswick horse, determined to 
march out to meet the foe. before they set out on 
this bold expedition, idl die individuals of their little 
army engaged to stand by One another to the last 
drop of their blood. A day of solemn prayer was 
then held; each person confessed, received the 
holy aacram^i^ made vows* to the samts, and pf»* 
nnsed part of die spoib* &at should be tsken to 
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the churches. All the phurches and chapels were 
thronged with women and children^ who recom* 
mended their husbands, brothers, and fathers, to the 
protection of the Almighty and the saints, and fer* 
vently prayed God to grant a victory and a safe 
return to their princes and to the brave citizens and 
soldiers. After this, Frederic ordered all his people 
to assemble under arms in the market*place, and 
addressed them in the following spirited harangue:-^ 

** Dearly beloved, and loyal citizens and valiant soldiers, it 
Is manifest to every one how things now stand with us. We 
are put up, as it were to public sale, by him from whom such a 
proceeding was least to be expected, and bought by those who 
ought to know their duty better, and who should consider that 
parents and children who quarrel under certain circumstances, 
may under others be reconciled again. But the first unjust 
purchaser (Adolphus) hsis not gone unpunished ; he has been 
slain in battle by him (Albert), who, though he at first shewed 
a disposition to leave us at peace, yet soon afterwards, contrary 
to our hopes, began to tread in the steps of his vanquished pre- 
decessor. He has now sent his banditti and armed plunderers 
into our country, to carry us off like the most abject slaves into 
ignominious bondage. Whether he be more proud and haughty, 
than cruel and inhuman, it is difiicult to determine. When he 
had reduced the Eastland to submission, he did not on that 
account desist from hostilities, but ravaged it wi^ fire, rapine, 
murder, rape, and other horrible atrocities : he spared nothing 
either temporal or ecclesiastical, for which he will assuredly 
not escape the just wrath of the Almighty judge and avenger 
of guilt and crimes. In the name of this supreme and celestial 
avenger I promise you certain victory, if ye but shew that cou> 
rage whieh was displayed fifty years ago by your forefotiiers, 
l^ho, though in small number, totally destroyed a great hostile 
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f«[r|»i. which was committtng fiimilar devastations in these pro* 
vinces. Bear in mind their memorable example, and let it 
incite you to emulate their valour. Remember the virtue of 
your fathers and grandfathers ! Remember that ye are to fight 
for house and home, for the temples of God and the saints, for 
the country in which ye were bom and bred ; for your wives and 
children ; nay, for life and liberty. I will .not detain and fa- 
tigue you with farther observations, lest I should seem to doubt 
the virtue and valour of ihy loyal citizens and soldiers, and lest 
it should be suspected that I advance more in this place than I 
shall prove in the field of battle. Myself and my brother here, 
(pointing to margrave Dieterich) will march at your head. We 
will be the first to attack the enemy. ' Wherever the battle rages 
most furiously, there will we be found in the midst of it. Follow 
only, with the assistance of God, the directions and example of 
us, your leaders, and be assured that we will share your for- 
tunes, whatever the issue of this conflict shall make them." 

To this address^ a suitable answer was returned^ 
and the next daj^ which was the 31st of May^ the 
margrave, having mustered his little force, and 
once more commended his just cause to God, rode 
out of the town by St. Peter's gate. The inha- 
bitants with uplifted hands petitioned Heaven to 
grant him success. His followers took a moumfiil 
leave of their friends and families, and the priests 
imparted their benediction to them, as to men who 
were hastening to inevitable destruction. Those 
who were left behind, having secured the gates, re^ 
turned to the churchea and resumed their prayers* 
Universal silence pervaded the city, and every one 
awaited the issue^ of the conflict with the most 
anxious impatience. Margrave Frederic arranged 
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bis people in eueli a mKmuer, that the Thvringim 
and Eastland infantry formed the van^ the Misnian 
the rear, the Misnian and Eastland cavalry the right 
and left wing, and the Brunswick horse the reserve. 
The Swabians received timely notice of their ap- 
proach, but tauntingly denominated them a raw 
rabble, and were therefore in no haste to f(Mrm in 
order of batde. The two gallant iM-others, how^ 
ever, charged them with such fury, that they were 
thrown into confusion, and, after five hours fighting, 
obliged to quit the field. The troops of the mar* 
^aves refused at first to give quarter, and cut dowa 
all before them without mercy* Hence S60Q Swa- 
bians were slain in this engagement, and the sur- 
vivors were seized with such a panic, that many of 
diem killed their horses, and having ripped them 
open, crept into th^ir bellies to (escape the. fury of 
their pursuers. Others in their flight sought safety 
in ovens, in one of wfaioht retreats fiv>e of them wore 
dispatched by aa.oUi woman, with a spit i or a hoy-^ 
ferk. So complete wias. die rout, that: ttgaiveiiia^ 
to the proverbial expreasiomappliedto penons whel 
are involving themtekesi i* tnin : They will fare like 
ike Stpabimu at Lueka. Frederic immediately sent 
intelligence of this victory to the good people of 
Leipzig^ They. w«nt out. with joy to meet their 
4g&r9nmf iriio padench preienlfB to the churdies^ 
aadff returned aincereilkaiikt to God> the giyer- of 
vo|Msy^< 
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Frederic had not long afterwards the -affliction to 
Ipse bis gallant brother, margrave Dieterich, who, 
whib kneeling at prayer in the choir of St. Thomaa's 
church at Leipzig, on Christmas Eve, was stabbed 
bj an assassin. This wretch, though tortured ith 
the most dreadful manner, scourged with rods, and 
lac^ated with red-hot pincers, though his arms and 
}egs were broken, and he was laid alive uppn tb« 
wheel, yet refused to discover tl\e instigator of 
t(i^ d^ed« The count of Nassau, king Albert's 
general,, was however considered as his employer^ 
for which reason the margrave Fretde^ric singled 
\^ qut in th^ battle which took place at Froh« 
biui^, and slew him with his own hand. Die-* 
terich, who died without issue, was interred with 
due pon[ip in the Pauline church at Leipzig, and hii 
^itaph in Latin hexameters was written by the ce- 
lebrated Italian poet Dante, who being obliged oa 
some account or other to 4ee from hlsowi^. country^ 
resided at that time in Sa^eony. His ppsaewona 
dfvplvc^ to his brother. 

Frederic survived many years, amccessfiilly. en^^ 
gi^ed in improving the conditicm of his subjects aad 
repairing the ravages of war. The disease which 
proved faW to h^ is attribujted tp,i| singula cause. 
A play, the subject of .which was boi^rowed frpm th« 
parable of the wise and foolish virgins> wi^i oqc^ 
pc^pm^ at Ei^ep^c^hy ^ the presence of the court. 
Ip.spi^ of, the intercession of the Virgin Mary vritb 
tlicf saints i^ behalf of the latter, they wexc; cast by 
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the monks M^ithout mercy into hell, which was vi- 
sibly represented. The benevolent mind of the 
margrave, who had then attained the age of 64 
years^ weakened by incessant fatigue and extraor- 
dinary exertions, was deeply affected, and he was 
unable to reconcile the melancholy fate of the foolish 
virgins, with the intercession of the mother of our 
Saviour, which was in those days deemed all-efRca- 
cious. These reflections plunged him into such a 
depression of spirits as produced bodily disease and 
rendered him incapable of attending to the afiiairs of 
government till his death in 1 324. 

Frederic II. the Severe y who was only 15 years 
old at the death of his father, had been betrothed 
by the latter to the daughter of John, king of 
Bohemia, who was taken prisoner by Edward. III. 
at the battle of Cressy. By the persuasion of the 
emperor Lewis VI., Frederic sent home this lady, 
and in 1329 married Mechtild, the daughter of the 
emperor; on which the Bohemian monarch gave 
his daughter in marriage to John, king of France. 
In the memorable expedition of Edward III. against 
the latter, he was assisted by Frederic, who joined 
him with a considerable force. He died in 1349. 

Frederic III. by his marriage with Catherine, 
daughter of count Henry of Henneberg, added the 
districtand town of Coburg to the family possessions. 
It was this lady of whom the elector, Frederic III.'> 
said to Lucas Cranach, a celebrated artist o£ the^ 
l6th century, employed by him to execute the per- 
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traits of his ancestorSi that '^ he must paint this 
hen in his best style, because she had laid a valuable 
egg for the house of Saxony." He died in 1381* 

Frederic VI. the Warlike reigned jointly with 
his brothers, and with them purchased the town and 
castle of Saalfeld of the counts of Schwarzburg. 
In 1322 the Ascanian line of the electors of Saxony 
became extinct with Albert III., on which the duchy 
of Upper Saxony and the dignity of elector and 
arch-marshal of the Roman empire attached to it 
devolved to Frederic. 
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DUKES AND ELECTORS of SAXONY. 



On the diyision of the empire of Charlemagne 
among his sons^ Saxony, together with the rest of 
Germany, fell to the share of Lewis the German. 
In the time of this prince we find the first mention 
'of a duke of Saxony in the person of 

LUDOLPH. 

Otho, son and successor of Ludolph. 

Hen RY the Fowler ^ became emperor of Germany 
on the death of Conrad I. 

Otho the Greats succieeded his father Henry, 
^oth in the imperial dignity and in his hereditary 
dominions. On occasion of the first expedition of 
this prince to Italy, he appointed Herrmann 
BiLLiNGEN, who was descended from a distin- 
guished Saxon family, governor of Saxony. He 
afterwards granted to him a portion of the country, 
most probably the modern Liineburg, together with 
a district on the other side of the Elbe, and the title 
of duke of Saxony. 

Bruno, succeeded his father Herrmann, 973. 

Bernard, 1011. 

Ordulph, 1062. 
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Magnus^ 1074. At his deadly in 1106, he left 
two daughters, the one married to Henry the Biack, 
duke of Bavaria, and Uie other to Otho the Rich, 
coiiat of Ascania* 

After the death of Magnus, in 1 106, the emperor, 
Henry V., gave the duchy of Saxony to Loth air, 
count of Supplinburg and Querfurth. On the ele^ 
vation of Lothair to the imperial dignity in llS7y 
lie conferred the duchy of Saxony on his son-in-law, 
Henry the Magnanimous, son of Henry the Black, 
duke of Bavaria. 

Henry th$ Magm^immouSf d. 1 139* 

Henry the lAon. This prince, the progenitor of 
the illustrious house of Brunswick, was left a minor 
under the g<uardtanship of his uncie, duke Welph. 
The possessions which he inherited from his fisher 
were very extensive, embracing not only the ^uchy 
of Saxony prqper, but also Bavaria, and a consider*- 
Able portion of t|ie circles of Austria, Lower Saxony, 
and Westphalia. Thus Henry was one of the most 
powerful princes of Germany; but an impolitic 
misunderstanding with the emperor, Frederic I., 
occasioned the loss of nearly the whole of his do- 
minions. He accompanied that monarch in his 
fifth expedition to Italy, but quitted him with his 
Iroops at the v^ moment when the emperor had 
most need of his services, and returned to Germany. 
Through this defection the object of the expedition 
was completely frustrated, and Frederic found it 
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advisable to compnmuse hk cfiffeiCDces iftidi lus 
mortal eaemj, pope Alezandor III. Hedeteriniiiedy 
liowever, to wreak s^nal vengeance apootbe author 
of this disappointnienty and urged 1^ the bishops 
who were all enemies to die brave Henry, he put 
the latter to the ban of the empire. UnaUe to 
widistand die power and influence of Frederic, the 
Saxon prince was, in 1180, stripped of all his do- 
mmions excepting hb allodial possessions, out of 
which in the sequel arose the duchy of Brunswick. 
The duchy of Saxony and the dignity of arch-mar- 
shal of the empire were conferred on Bernard count 
of Ascania^ 

Bernard, d. 121£. 
Albert 1., d. 1260. 

Albert II. This prince, who assisted at tlie 
election of the emperor Rudolph of Habsburg to 
the imperial dignity, married his daughter Agnes, 
and was invested by him with the palatinate of 
Saxony. He perished in 1298, at Aix,in the crowd 
drawn together by the coronation of Albert I., as 
king of the Romans. 

Rudolph I., d. 1356. ^ 

Rudolph II. d. 13T6. 
Wenceslaus, d. 1388- 

RuDOLPH III. It is remarked of this prince 
that he was the first who assumed the title of elector of 
Saxony^ though the right had been long exercised 
by his predecessors* He died in 1419. 
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Albert III., brother of fha preceding. By 
lus death, in 142£; the Ascanian line of the electors 
of Saxony became extinct ; on which the emperor 
Sigismand conferred the duchy of Upper Saxony, 
together with the electoral dignity and the office of 
arch-marshal, the t)urgraYiate of Magdeburg, and 
odier possessions, upon Frederic the Warlike, mar- 
grave of Meissen. 
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ELECTORS OF SAXONY, 

AFTER THE UNION OF THE 

DIK^Y W. !iiXQSiy WITH MEISI^N AND THURINGIA. 



Frederic the Warlike. Among other grants of 
the emperor Sigismund to this prince was the im- 
portant privilege of sealing with red wax. He died 
in 1428. 

Frederic II. the Gentle, On the death of 
Frederic the Simple^ landgrave of Thuringia^ without 
issue^ in 1440^ his possessions devolved to this 
prince and his brother William. For several years 
they governed these as well as their patrimonial 
dominions conjointly^ but agreed to divide them in 
1445. This partition led to long and rainous 
quarrels between the brothers^ in which Frederic 
displayed many traits of generosity and benevolence 
that acquired him the surname by which he was 
distinguished. On one occasion when their troops 
were ready to engage^ a soldier who was an excel- 
lent marksman, promised to shoot duke William. 
" Shoot whom you will," rejoined the elector, " but 
don't harm my brother." William, when informed 



of this proof of fraternal affection, could not help 
bursting into tears.— At another time, the elector 
having made himself master of Freyberg, com- 
manded the senate to assemble in the market-place, 
for the purpose of swearing allegiance to him^ and 
then to take the field with his army against his 
brother. On Uie repetition of this summons, the 
senators, bare-headed, and each carrying a winding- 
sheet upon his arm, went in procession two and 
two from the town-house to the market-place. The 
burgomaster, Nicholas Weller von Molssdorff, a 
venerable old mau, addressed the elector in the 
name of them all, assuring the prince that they would 
cheerfully expose their lives in his behalf, but were 
determined rather to die than to violate the oath 
tbey bad sworn tp dieir sovereign, duke William ; 
adcfing that be was ready ,to offer himself as the first 
victim, and to submit his old grey head to the sword 
of the executioner^ The elector, moved by such 
fidelity, rode up to Weller and clapped him on the 
shoulder, exclaiming, '^ No head off, old man ! no 
head off 1" 

William, on die contrary, m^ generally resided 
at Weimar, is described as a prince of a very irascible 
temper and vindictive disposition. Hence the po- 
pular saying, that '^ when duke William put on his 
«purs and crossed the court-yard of Weimar in 
them, he might be heard over all Thuringia ; and 
diat be who gave him cause to put them on, had 
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need to look very sharply about him." He married 
a daughter of the emperor Albert, but soon repu- 
diated her on account of a fair mistress, named 
Brandenstein, whom he made his wife. To expiate 
this offence, he perfonneda pilgrimage to Palestine; 
and dying without male issue in 1483, his brother's 
sons, Ernest and Albert, inherited his states. 

£/RN£ST and Albert, whose father died in 1464, 
are remarkable for an adventure which befel them 
in 1454, at the respective ages of fourteen and twelve 
years, and of which a narrative was given by their 
father, in a letter or manifesto addressed to the 
different princes of the empire. Kunz von Kauf- 
fungen who had been grand-marshal to the elector, 
to revenge himself for some alleged wrongs, formed 
a plan for carrying off* the prince's two sons from 
the castle of Altenburg, where they resided. This 
scheme he executed in the night of the 8th of July, 
with the assistance of nine accomplices. By means 
cf ladders he ascended to the chamber where the 
young princes slept, and bore th^m away in triumph. 
Kauffungen himself took the road to Bohemia with 
Albert, while ^ome of his colleagues proceeded by 
a different way, with Ernest, for the same country. 
The servants of the elector pursued the robbers^ 
and were so fortunate as to secure Kunz himself, 
and to recover his prize. The other party finding 
themselves so closely followed, sought refuge for 
some days in a stone quarry with Ernest, till hearing 
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of the apprehension of Kauffungen^ they^ on the 
promise of pardon, restored their charge. Kauf- 
fungen was beheaded, and his accomplices, after 
suffering severe tortures, were quartered. 

These princes after governing their country 
conjointly, according to their father's will, upwards 
of twenty years, at length agreed to a partition of 
their dominions, by which Ernest obtained the 
greatest part of Thuringia with the electoral dignity, 
and Albert became master of Meissen together with 
a considerable sum of money. In this partition origi- 
nated the distinctions of the Ernestine and Albertine 
line which still subsist in the house of Saxony. 
Ernest died in 1486. 

Alheri, sumamed the Courageous, brother to 
Ernest, was one of the most celebrated warriors of 
his time. It was reported to his enemy, Matthias, 
king of Bohemia, that Albert had spoken of him in 
very disrespectful terms, which was highly resented 
by that irascible prince. No sooner was Albert 
informed of the circumstance than he posted away 
to the king's quarters, and protested his innocence 
with this declaration, ** that he was not accustomed 
to fight like women with his tongue, but like a brave 
soldier with his sword." Matthias was so pleased 
with his spirit that he received him very graciously 
and ordered him to be escorted back with the Ut* 
most respect. It was this same Matthias, who, on 
account of the valour displayed by Albert, declaredi 
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that *^ no other person was fit to command against 
him, and that but for this prince he would soon 
pitch his camp in the midst of Germany." 

Albert left two sons, George and Henry. ITie 
former attained early to the government of the pa- 
ternal dominions, in consequence of the absence of 
his father, who was appointed viceroy of the Ne- 
therlands by the emperor Charles IV. George 
wasa detei'mined enemy of the Reformation, and died 
in 1539. 

Of his brother Henry^ surnamed the Pious, a 
curious memoir was written by his secretary, Ber- 
nard Freydiger, who sets out with stating that he 
had been able to collect but little respecting the 
duke's journey to the Holy Land in 1498. He 
then proceeds as follow? : 

The duke seldom spoke of this expedition, which was 
almost forgotten when I came to Freyberg, miless particular 
occasion were ipven for it, as for instance, when mention was 
made of the gipsies, against whom he was extremely bitter, 
calling them traitors and ^spies, because th^ had discovered 
and made known who he was in Syria, and thus involved him in 
great trouble and danger. For this reason he would never 
suffer them in his states, so that the whole time I was in his 
service, I never saw any gipsies in his countvy, though they 
were to be found in the neighbouring provinces* 

*' The dean of Freyberg, who was an aulic counsellor, used 
to give an evening collation to the prince every year on the 
festival of Epiphany. When the repast was over, and we had 
All drunk deeply, they began to sing the response, lOummttre 
JeruscOem, which afforded the prince particular pleasure, and 
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be joined more he«rtily in the singinf than any of the rest. 
From this he generally took occasion to apeak of Jerusalem, 
and to relate how he, with others, had ridden into the city upon 
an ass, and sung the response. IVhoever had pud more atten- 
tion to him than to his glass, might have learned from him 
many particulars ; but who cared for such things amidst their 
cups' 

Concerning bis pilgrlmc^^ to St. Jago dc Compostella, I 
have not heard his highness speak more than once, when he 
related that he deposited one hundred gold florins on the altar 
before the image of the saint, saying, < he had Journeyed thither 
to gain his favour, and therefore presented him with this money $ 
if he (the saint) suffered the fellows (meaning the monks and 
priests) to take it from him, he (the duke) could not help it.' 

The father, duke Albert, had in 1499, with the approbation 
of the whole couutiy, made an arrangement, by which, after 
his decea&e, his son Henry was to possess Friesland, of which 
he appointed bin governor, and Qeoige was to have Meissen, 
Thuringta, and Saxony. The Frieslaaders, however, were re- 
fractory, and hettegcd duke Frederic in Franeker. Albort 
hastened with an army to the relief of his son, and died before 
Groningen. The people of Friesland caused a chain to be made, 
with which they threatened to hang htm ; it resembled a waggon 
chain, having sIil or eight strong links and a hurgering. The duke 
was very fond of such chains ^ heoonstaatly kept aesne ef them 
in his b<»lrchamherf andnuinbeitd them among his jewels ; and 
wh^ he wa3 visited by prinees ot noblenaen, he would shew 
them, and relate the whole lustory of these articles. 

Duke Henry, finding himself unable to retain Friesland, 
^tted the country, and dube 6eoi|^, agreeably to his father's 
dispositions, gave up to htm the towns and districts of Freyberg, 
Wolckenstein^ Geyec^ Elureafriedeisdoffs and Thum (all of them 
amcdl places) excepting the mines, besides 113,000 florins and 13 
pipes of wine ; upcw which he repaired tn Freyberg and thue 
lesided spme yeaia before be mAiiried. 
Of bis psoeecdiafis and lhps« of his attendants at Frey- 
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^Tj^ 1 have heard a great deal. A free table was kept for all 
comers, as is said to have been the case at the court of king^ 
Arthur, and I have often heard the prince relate curious stories 
concerning the love-affairs which there happened. It was ex- 
pected that he would never many, but in 151 S he took a wife. 
I saw her pass through Weissensee. The wedding-dress was 
very extraordinary, being composed of some thousands of 
pieces. The principal colours were red and yeUow, in stripes 
half an ell in length, and a quarter broad, joined together ; then 
other stripes two fingers broad, sewed across chequerwise or 
horizontally, of these four colours, rose colour, yellow, ash- 
colour, and white, which colours he invariaUy introduced into 
the court-dress. Such a dress was a complete piece of patch- 
work. 

When he was at Dresden, he associated more with John, 
his brother's eldest son, than with duke George, because the 
latter was accustomed to talk 'to him concerning matters of 
goremment. John, on the other hand, was a good-natured 
prince whose clrief delight was in the kitchen and cellar. It 
uras Henfy's practice also, at Freyberg to have three or four 
substantial meals a day; so tiiat the kitchen was almost his 
•ordinstry dw>elling-reom, though it smelt disagreeably of vinegar 
«nd 4»ther culinary articles,^ and was otherwise unpleasant. He 
likewise took great pleasure in seeing others cat and drink 
beartily; and was much diverted when citixens, peasants, or 
f>eople of any condition, quitted his own cellar ' so intoxicated^ 
ihat they could scarcely find their way out at the door : at such 
times he would lough and exclaim — * By our Laii^ they ave 
«%htly served'' 

Though duke George retained lihe prorpertyof adl'Che mines, 
-yet duke Henry was a great favourite with the miners, who 
Svere much rejoiced when he came among them. He invited 
iAke principal of them to his table, and had a dress and cap like 
theirs made for himself, in this state, when God had given 
liim children, and his establishment increased, his income 
proved insufficient. Till the 4eath i>f his brother George he 
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had but his annuity of 13,000 florins and twelve pipes of wine, 
which siun was paid by quarterly instalments. As this was in* 
adequate to his expenses, it often became necessary to borrow 
money, as I have myself been obliged to do^ before the quarter 
came round. It was always repaid from quarter to quarter ; 
and therefore a relation was made fixing the quarterly allow- 
ance of the prince, the duchess, and each of the servants. Out of 
the sum of 500 florins, allotted quarterly to the prince, he never 
pocketed a single penny : indeed I neve/saw him touch money ; 
and when it was told out, he went away, leaving his porter to 
rec^ve it, and never afterwards inquiring what became of it or 
how it was spent. The greatest part of it he laid out in cross- 
bows, fire-arms, and lastly large cannon ; laying up none of it 
even though the court might be reduced to the greatest distress. 
The cannon could never be cast large enough for him ; and he 
gave them singular names and caused horribly ugly figures to 
be made upon them from drawings by Lucas Cranach, painter, 
of Wittenberg. In his old age there was nothing in which he 
took so much delight as these cannon ; for he would generally 
go twice or thrice a day to the arsenal, and not suffer a speck 'of 
dust to be seen upon the barrels of the guns, but wipe it off with 
his own cap or cloak, as I have often witnessed — ^so clean and 
bright would he have them kept. 

When letters were presented to him for his signature^ which 
was only done in regard to matters where it was indispensable, 
he would exclaim angrily, ** I had rather do any thing than 
write.'* For my own. part I can say with truth that 1 never 
knew a prince who disliked writing so much, and I have not 
seen any letter from his own hand, except one which he wrote 
in his younger days — unlike his brother George who wrote a 
great deal both in Latin and German. Hence it was necessary 
to watch a long time for a favourable opportunity for obtaining 
his signature. 

Though duke Henry became a wealthy prince, upon the 
daath of his brother George, yet he would rather have remained 
at Freyberg with his guns and cannon. In my opinion too he 
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would have lived longer had he continued in his former situation : 
for it put him quite out of his way to he troubled daily with af- 
fiurs of government. At Freyberg no one durst speak to him 
on such subjects. On the contrary he was extremely fond of 
hearing from foreign countries, about the wars or such like 
news which did not concern him — but especially about battles 
and the storming of towns. On this account he entertained a 
high respect for the emperor Charles, considering him alone as 
bis master ; and it gave him great pleasure to be told that the 
emperor knew about him and his artillery. In regard to reli- 
^on, he merely followed what was prescribed by the elector, 
and regulated his conduct by that of the other Protestant states . 
Such however was his antipathy to the Anabaptists that he 
<:aused one poor man to be burned at Dresden^ in spite of all the 
intercessions that were made for hinu 

Before he died, he manifested no particular fear of death , 
l>ut continued to use many approbrious epithets, and related 
many extraordinary stories of his youthful adventures, all «f 
"which are not fit to be repeated. The princess, his consort, was 
very diligent, and performed all kinds of services for him when 
%is attendants were not at hand, so that he even reproved her for 
it, and would not suffer her to render some such services, as I 
x>ften witnessed. Two days before he died, she brought him, in 
4t little yeUow linen bag, three globules of pure virgin gold, 
"Which had never been in the fire, which the emperor Charles, 
iwho had received them from the new-discovered islands, sent 
:as a present to duke George : — each about the size of a nut, the 
>like to which I had never seep in all my life, and they looked so 
•delicious, that one might almost have been ten^ptcdtobite them. 
■He took one of them, and put it to his mouth, as if he would 
^ave bitten it, certainly not out of oovetousness as is alleged o^ 
«nany dying .persons ; for I stood by and remarked that he was 
in some degree refreshed by it. He then made her a present «f 
^hisgoM. 

As to his manners and habits, he loved to be merry, and 
mn^oud of music both instrumental and vocal. When I wis 
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with him at Freyber^, he often sent for priests and others who 
could sing, and made them sing out of books sent to him from 
the Low Countries. It was his practice when he went abroad to 
be up very early, and he would often sit half an hour in his car- 
riage before the horses were harnessed, because he did not keep 
the time appointed. But in rainy weather or thunder-storms 
he was extremely impatient and cursed the planets ; and he was 
never so eloquent, nor ever spoke so well or to such good pur* 
pose as when he was angry. He was fond of cold dishes, such 
as roast meat or jQsh, and always had provisions of this kind 
with him in a cupboard in his own carriage, for he could not 
travel more than two German miles without stopping Jto take a 
collation. 

There was no pride in him, he loved to converse with poor 
people, and was particularly affable to artisans, whom he often 
visited in their workshops. In such excursions, his porter, a 
black boy, and an Enghsh dog, often constituted bis whole 
retinue. 

Of dress he was wholly regardless : a wolf's skin was his 
vsual habit. He disliked new clothes, but when he had once 
put them on, he seldom left them off again till they were quite 
worn out. — He commonly went armed with heavy weapons on 
each side, such as a sword and dagger, which, though they fa« 
tigued him when he grew old> he would not lay aside. The 
sword which he used in his wars in Friesland, he would not 
suffer to be removed from his bed-side : an elk-skin was bis 
cuirass, and he never appeared without such weapons and ar- 
mour. In other respects he lived upon his small revenue in a 
princely style, as was then the custom, and took care that no- 
thing should be wanting to do honour to the guests by whom he 
was visited. As he was a prince of a mild disposition, and kind 
to soldiers, miners, and common handicrafts-men, he was in 
return beloved and esteemed by all. Besides this he was i^*- 
right, without deceit or falsehood ; what he promised he never 
failed to perform, frequently even to his own prejudice^ which is 
no mean virtuein a prince, and yet is not met with in many. 
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FiitDERic the Wise succeeded his father Ernest 
in 1486. In 1493^ he resolved^ according to the 
practice of that age, to make a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land^ whither he was accompanied among 
others^ by the celebrated painter, Lucas Cranach. 
In 1502, he founded the university of Wittenberg, 
the Alma Mater of the immortal Luther.* On 
the death of the emperor Maximilian, in 1519, his 
grandson- Charles^ king of Spain, and Francis L of 
France, offered Aemselves as candidates for the 
imperial dignity.. The electors, however, objecting 
to both as foreigners, would unanimously have 
placed the crown on the head of Frederic the Wise, 
who declined this distinguished honour, on account 
of his advanced age. He therefore gave his vote 
and influence to the young king of Spain, who was^ 
ultimately elected. Sensible of the obligations 
which he owed to Frederic, Charles requested his 
acceptance of 100,000 ducats, which the elector 
not only refused for his own pait, but forbade his 
ministers and servants to receive the smallest gra- 
tuity from the emperor. 



* Dr. Fleck io^ the sermon whicii lie delivered at the uxstalla- 
tion of this university on the IBth of October, 1502, prophetically • 
observed in allusion to the name of the place which signifies a 
white hiU or mountun, that '* from this white hiU, rivers and 
streams of wisdom and of life should flow through the whole 
world." • 
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But what vnll moat ^dcar the memory of this 
prince to the lover« of truth aud religious liberty^ 
even ia the remotest ayes^ vr^B that puternal prote c- 

>n which be afforded to Luth er, wh^n he com* 
mended the daqgerous ta^kj of qjUtPJaULlkl. i^r^^r* 
and abuaea of Romish suoerstition. Of some of 
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tbesie, an old writer ff^^ the following curious par- 
ticulars. 

Before the Reformation, there was at Leipxig, 
besides the four regular colleges, a fifths in which 
resided a compmy of prostitutes, situated near the 
Halle gate. They lived under a kind of super* 
intendent, who gave them proper rides for carrying 
on their trade to the best advantage. They wer^ 
always very finely dressed, and enticed passengers 
by all kinds of allurements. This sisterhood an<^ 
oually held a solemn procession on the first day of 
lent, headed by ^n^ of their number, carryii^ a 
hideous figure of a man diade of straw on the top 
of a long pole. The others followed two and two, 
singing vaiious hymns on death, wbich this figiire 
was probably designed to represent and finally pro* 
c^ediog to the river Baar, into which they direw it. 
By this ceremony they pretended to purify ibe cky, 
and to preserve it throughout the year from peatilenet 
and contagious diseases. A procession equally ab* 
surd was that of the Romish c lergy, with what they* 
termed the Palmr-Ass, la the sacristy at Ijeipsi^ 
was kept a wooden figure represmting on ass, and # 
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man sitting upon it as large as life. This figure 
they placed in a cart with a canopy over it, and 
drew it on Maundy-Thursday from St. Thomas's 
church to the market-place. Hither thronged both 
old and young, and the priests received the ass and 
its^ rider with green willow-boughs, doubtless in 
allusion to the entrance of Christ into Jerusalem, 
when the multitude strewed his way with olive and 
palm branches. With this ceremony was connected 
another, to which the prophetic words, I mill smite 
the shepherd' and scatter the flock, afforded occasion. 
The chief of the priests struck the others with a reed, 
upon which they ran away, and retired from the 
view of the spectators behind a curtain prepared for 
the purpose. The whole troop of ecclesiastics 
then returned to the church. For two or three days 
nothing was to^be seen but plays and comedies, in 
which the sufferings of our Saviour, how he was 
betrayed, taken, bound, led before the judgment- 
seati scorned, spit upon, crowned with thorns, 
scourged, crucified, and buried-^— were represented 
in detail upon the stage to the people. All the 
clocks were stopped, and psalms and funeral hymns 
sung with a doleful voice both night and day, beside 
the grave constructed in the church. Very early the 
next morning, young boys raft through the streets and 
'churches 'with bells, and sung, with hideous cries, a 
piece in which the traitor Judas was very severely 
handled. The rest of the day was spent in n<use 
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Bod tiimult. Towards the evening of die laat Ant- 
day/the citizens began to provide all sorts of meat, 
cakes, and pastry, but darst not taste any of these 
viands tiH they had been consecrated without com- 
mitting a deadly sin. Two priests therefore went 
round with holy water to all die houses, and after 
repeating a prayer, blessed the provisions, baft 
would not go away 9g^ till Chey had received a 
portion of them, or nsoney for their trouble* Still 
the people were not permitted to eat till they had 
attended ipass at night in the church. When imass 
was -over, a disguised {Nriest, personatsng Jesus 
Christ, suddenly came forth and knod^ed violently 
with a cross which he held in his hand against the 
church-doors, commanding those who were within 
to be well secured. The most frightful shriek- 
ing and howling ensued, and the people virithin, 
representing the evil spirits, complained most 
piteoiisly that they were deprived of their power 
over the souls of the dead. After this had lasted 
some time, the doors were at length burst open by 
the repeated strokes, and Christ entering as ' con- 
queror^ drove some away, took others captive, and 
bound them with iron chains and fetters, with which 
they made an incesdaiit clanking in the dark, while 
the souls delivered from the jaws of hell and Satan, 
followed the triumphant Redeemer in white gar« 
ments. 

F 2 
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>mf^ is pe^eofd^d that vvaoOf fiKtrHordiiMury pto* 
gnp (f ticB h etokened the impieDdkig Tevoltttion in the 
ofitaUUhed religum of Europe. One of tkeM, as 
coooeoted wilb f redeiic the Wi»e, dtums a place 
here* In the night before the feast of ^ SainlSy in 
15 17> being at the cftstle of SphweinU^i aosae sniles 
fcom Wittenberg, this prince had the following Te^ 
markeble dreaai :•*— A monk of goodly appearance^ 
accempwied by many of the eainte from hcamoii 
eame to him and solicited femiMien to write some« 
tbmg ,upoi| the door of die obnroh of Wittenberg. 
The leleolpr. returned for answer by his chanceUer, 
that be wm f^^ libeprty to write whatever God had 
commanded. The fnt»nk hereii|MMi went away, and 
wxote with suoh laq;e and cons^pieuous letters upon 
the door of iJke churicb*, that the elector could read 
this writing at Schweinitz. The pen whidi lie used 
wa^ so loQg, that the ends reached to Rome, pieroed 
thiough both ears of a lion tbei*e, and cstended to 
^e triple crown of the pope, which they shoc^ in 
such a manner that it began to totter, and the oai^ 
dittos and electors were obliged to tWj up to pre- 
vent it from tumblii^. The prinee was then in- 
formed that the monk had tak^n thid pen from the 



■«aAai^-v>»faaiBi>^l^>— >a^>a»aai^^wkMa^>— ^^— ^••WiH*>BvawB«fc 



* The first step taken by Luther towards ths preat work of 
tbe ReformatioDj, was Ms publication of his theses against the 
sde of iadittgeacesy hy postmg thetn upon the efaurdbi d06r it 
Wittenberg, as will be seen hereafter. 
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wing of a BohemiBn gooH, ai>i awdbe witb Ami 
tnf^t. He soon fell i»le^ agaii, and agm dfaaml 
that ha saw the same monk contbu« writing. TN 
extrewity of his pen went through tba lion'i n999^ 
and pricked him bo severely that the lion begw t» 
war ; on which all the states of (he Roman empire 
ma i& see what was the matter. The elector onm 
mora awoke, and having repeated the Lord'a 
Prayer^ again wcntio aleep. In a third dream ha 
hehetd most of the states of the Roman empire 
assembled at Rome for the purpose of destrc^ing 
tfie monk*s formidable pen. All their efforttf, how* 
ever, proved unavailing ; the more they strove to 
break the pen, the stronger it grew, and made such 
a eraektiag that his ears rung again, tUl disappointed 
and weai7, they were oUiged to desiat. They 
therefore went away, conyinced diat the monk waa 
a necromancer sent to Ining upon them seme great 
misfortune. The elector tlien inqi^ir^d of die monk 
whence he bad obtained this pen, and why it was so 
stroag. He repUed that it came out of a;Bohemian 
goose, a hundred years old^, and had been given to 
him- by his schoolmaster, who diarged Imn on ac-* 
count o£ itseaoellence to take care of it, which h0 



* John Huss had just 100 years before fallen a m^rt3rr in that 
cause in -which Luther's efforts were crowned by I^rovideace 
wHh mdi flfignaft suocess'. Huss, in the Bohemian languttsoi 
«i|S«iftBa«j»oi». 
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hftd promised to do. Its strength was owing to the 
eircumstance that the soul, or the. marrow of the. 
pen, could not be taken out of it. After this a ru« 
mour arose that other smaller pens had. sprung oat 
of the large one at Wittenberg, though they did not 
write in the same manner; upon which every, 
scholar was anxious to obtain one of them. When, 
the elector would have continued his. conversation 
on this subject with the monk, he awoke, and thus 
ended his dream. It is farther recorded, that he, 
immediately related these particulars to his ministers, 
and attendants/ and committed them to writing with 
his own hand, though then far from suspecting the 
great events to which they alluded. 

Martin Luther ^ who was destined by Providence : 
for their fulfilment, was born at Eisleben^ on the 
11th of November, 1483. Concerning this ..ex-, 
traordinary man, the most absurd stories were cir-. 
culated by the. papists. In reference to one of these, 
relative to his birth, Brietius the Jesuit, observes : 
^* He was not begotten by a demon, as some pre- 
tend, rather from hatred than because they believe 
it to be true.'* — ^Maimbourg, in his History of Lu-. 
theranism, also says : — ^'^ He was bom, not of a 
demoi\ as some, to increase the hatred of him, have 
written without any foundation, but in the «ame 
way as other men; nor was this ever disputed 
though he became an arch-heretic« .. In order, to his 
being such, however, there is no need to substitute. 
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tbe devil for hia. father Haos Luder, ^or to. stain the , 
honour of his mother Margaret Lindemann by .the . 
infamy of such a birth." His father, though a poor 
miner, was an intelligent man, and brought up his. 
son in a strict and religious manner. He was edu- 
cated at the schools of Mansfeld, Magdeburg, and 
Eisenach, where, like many of his school-fellows, 
he gained a scanty subsistence by going about and 
singing from door to door ; till at length the widow, 
of a baker, pleased with his talents, took him into 
her house and treated him as her own son. In 1501, 
he reiBOved to the University of Erfurt, and in 1505 
obtained the degree of Master of Arts. 

His father was desirous that he should study the 
law, but a particular circumstance diverted him 
from this pursuit. He had paid a visit to his family 
at Mansfeld in company with one of his. friends 
named Alexius. On their return, they were over- 
taken by a violent thunder-storm ; . the lightning 
killed his friend by his side, and Luther himself was 
struck senseless to the ground. Deeply shocked at 
this catastrophe, he made a vow to embrace, a mo-* 
nastic life ; which was regarded in those days as 
tbe most acceptable to God. He accordingly ob- 
tained admission into the Augustine convent at Er- 
furt, where he was at first obliged to submit to the 
lowest drudgery, and among other things to go with 
a sack through the town and collect for the convent. 
The university, of which he was a member, how* 
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eter^ interfered in his beiislf, «id be waft exempted 
from these degrading offices. Ludier now applied 
himself wkh extra^Kdmary induetry to study, and 
e»peeially to the diluent perusal of the Scripturef, 
which had previously engaged bis particular attea^- 
iSon. Soon after bis arrival at Erfurt, he had seen, 
for the first time^ a Latin Bible, in the uaiiverait^ 
library, and was not a little surprised to find so 
mneh more in it thftu he expected ; for he imagined 
that it contained nothing biittfao gospels and epistles 
which were read on Siuidays in the churches* A 
desiiie to make himself thoroughly acquainted witk 
this precious volume^ induced bim to study the He- 
brew and Greek languages, in which it was origiaaliy 
written. His exemplary conduct and industry won 
him the esteem of Staupitz, the vicar-general of his 
OnLer^ who eaconraged him to proceed, by the as*- 
sttrance that ^^ God had chosea^bim for some greal 
purpose/' Thus too when on the recommendation 
•f Staupitz; he was appointed, in 1508, Professor of 
Pbilosopby in the university of Wittenberg, the 
rector, Dr. Martin Pohchkis> after be had heard 
•ome of bis lectures widi astooishment, broke out 
into this prophetic exchmalioa ;*-^^^ Ye will find 
that this monk will he the Reformer of the Ronusb 
thurch, and the greatest of all our. doctors and 
teachers ; as he grounds himself on the writings of 
Ate pro{Aets and apostles, and the words of our 
only Saviour Jt»m Christ, which no philosophy^ 
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soj^istry^ and wifldom^ etti reilisty without die loss 
ct eternal salvation.*' 

In 1510 he was sent upon the btisiness of his 
Order to Romey where Julius II. Mrais then seated 
in the papal chair. This commission was not only 
honourable but also highly useful to Luther. He 
expected to find in the capital of the Christian world 
extraordinary sanctity and piety. He was unde- 
ceived, and learned at Rome to view the papal 
court in a very different light firpm that in which he 
had considered it at a distance. Hia veneration for 
the holy pontiff was greadj diminbhed when he 
witnessed with his own eyes the voluptuous manners 
of the court, the debauchery of the clergy, andthe 
little respect paid to religion-^-^when instead of the 
abode of virtve and piety, he found himself m die 
seat of every abominatoon and of the most detestable 
vices. He often declared, alter hb return, that ^^ he 
would not for a tbo«i8and guilders have missed see- 
ing Rome.'' In 151fi he was reluctantly prevailed 
upon to accept the degree of Doctor of the Holy 
Bcriptures, or of Divinity, at the Univeratty of Wit* 
tenbetg. 

in 1517, John Tezel, a Dominican monk, noto- 
rious for his traffic with indulgences, came to Jcih 
terboek near Wittenberg, where be carried on his 
infamous trade widi great suecess*. Many of the 

* Tbdi ma&'s life had been saved some yean before, by i^ 
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inhabitants of the latter town became his customera, 
and afterwards, in confession to Luther, as their 
pastor, acknowledged themselves guilty of very gross 
sins without expressing the least contrition for them. 
Luther denied them absolution, and when they 
pleaded their indulgences, declared that he consi- 
dered them as of no effect, and could only pay re- 
gard to demonstrations of sincere repentance and 
amendment. The same sentiments he publicly ex- 
pressed in a sermon delivered on this subject. No 
sooner was Tezel informed of these circumstances 
than he vented his rage in the most virulent abuse 
and menaces against Luther, who, in consequence, 
posted upon the chiirch-door at Wittenberg, ninety- 
five theses in defence of his own doctrines, and in 
condemnations of those taught by his opponent. 
This proceeding is justly considered as the first step 
towards the Reformation. \The Dominicans, taking 
up the cause of their colleague, found means to 
incense pope Leo X. against Luther, who was cited 
to appear at Rome to answer for the doctrines 
which he had promulgated. On the interference of 
the elector of Saxony, who was fearful of losing 
so valuable a subject, it was agreed that he should 
repair to Augsburg, and be there heaijd by cardinal 

intercession of the elector of Saxony, when the people of Inns- 
druck were goings to drown him for debauching one of their 
wives. 
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lo^ the papal nuncio to the diet. Cajetan per- 
emptorily demanded a recantation of all that he 
had preached, written, and taught, on the subject of 
indulgences. Luther remained firm, and appealed 
fii^t to the pope and from him to a general councilj 
This appeal was followed by a bull condemning his 
works as heretical, prohibiting the reading of them, 
and ordering them to be burned. Encouraged by 
the support of his sovereign, whp declared that no« 
thing should be published against Luther unheard, 
the Reformer committed the papal bull to the flames 
before the gates of Wittenberg, amidst a great con* 
coarse of students and other inhabitants; with these 
words of Joshua: — ^''Because thou hast troubled 
the holy ones of the Lord, be thou troubled and 
eoAsumed with everlasting fire." 

He still continued to demand a general council that 
he might be fully heard, and enjoy an opportunity of 
defending his opinions. Instead of this, however, he 
I'eceived a summonp together with a safe-conduct, from 
the emperor Charles V. to appear before the diet as- 
sembled, in 1521, at Worms. The friends of the 
Reformer would have dissuaded him from attending, 
and emphaticaUy reminded him of the catastrophe 
of Huss. ^^ No,'' replied the undaunted Luther> 
'' as I am summoned and called, I have made up 
my mind to go in the name of the Lord Jenus Christ, 
even though there were as many devils at Worms 
ai tiles upon the house-tops." — He accordingly 
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went and appeared twice before the asaemUM 
princes of Gennanyy to whom ke declareii bis 
opimoBs with the boUaess and meeritj of a Chlnf>* 
tan and a man, When be waa aboift to be usbeted 
the first time into the presence of thii illvstrioiia 
assembly, George von Freuod^bergy a brave knigll^ 
and celebrated general of Charles V« tapped htm 
' on the shoulder and said; *' Monk! mofik! thou 
art now going to ^counter more than I and many 
a colonel have ever done in our severest en^^e- 
ments. If thou art assured that thy opioioos are 
ri|^t and thj cause just, proceed in the «ame el 
God, and be of good cheer ; Grod will not forsake 
Ibee !'' ^uch was the ability with which be defended 
kiHiself that the elector of Saxooy, fittad with, ait* 
miration, afterwards exclaimed to Spalatittttsj r^^ 
T ^Oh! bow dioquently did father Martin speak 
in Latin and German before the em^rotr and the 
states ! He was, if any thiag, too ammated."] Dtah 
lagf and after this hearingi Luther waa aeaailed with 
persuasions and tbreata to induce him tiQ nwmd; 
but to no purpose : for to the latter he rooadtjr re* 
plied : ^ If my cause be not of God, it will wA 
prosper longer than two or three years ; if it be of 
God, man will not be able to crutb it-^-^He 
was dismissed with a safe-conduct. Some vio^ 
l«it papists endeavoured to persuade the emperor 
to withhold tlus security by the ai^uiiient wluch the 
bigots of the catholic church have frequently ad*- 
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imictdy tlMt B pronise made to slierctic ti not 
bindii^. Ohades retar&ed tkis pcacely answer: 
** A pvmniM BMUC be held aaored. Should all the 
icst ti Om n^orld Jie, ao ^eaBperor muat keep his 
itard." $o<to jrfterwafda appeared the edict of . J^ 



Wtmns, %iy which l|e waa declared a heretic and 
put to itheliafi of Ihe empire, together widi all hit 
friends and adherents. 

\iiis 'sovereign bad provided against this con- 
tiai^nqr ; for en his way back to Wittenberg^ the 
elector caused him to be carried off and privately 
eomreyed to ihe castle of Wartburg^ where he miglit 
remain in seowity tffl the storm raised against hmi 
should have in some degree subsided. It was only 
out of respect to the elector^ that Luther consented 
to 1^ execution of this planT] In a letter written 
some days before to the celebrated painter Lucas 
Cranach, he thus expresses himself: '^ Dear god- 
fiither Lucas, I bless you and commend you to God. 
I am going to suffer myself to be shut up and conr^ 
cealed, but know not where, though I would rather 
suffer death; butl must not slight the advice of good 
people." At the Wartburg, he was kept as a state 
prisoner nearly a whole year by the name of Master 
George. In this Patmos^ as he termed it, he was 
tfigaged among other things ki translating iha BU»le 
into the German language. It was while tfniB em*- 
ployed, that the Reformer is said to have been dis- 
turbed in his pious occupation by Satan in the shape. 



t 



78 



of a large buzziog fly ; till at length, losing all ipa^ 
tience, he hurled his inkstand at the troublesome 
intruder. The room which he usually inhnlbkedy 
and where this circumstance happened, still etists, 
and contains a portrait of him painted upon wood* 
The stain of ink made by it upon the wall is also 
still to be seen, thanks to the care of the keepers 
of the castle.* According to the notions of those 
times it was natural enough to suppose that the devil 
would neglect no opportunity of persecuting a man 
whom be could not but consider as his most inve* 
terate enemy : though the fly in the shape of which 
he is reported to haveteazed the contemplative writer, 
was no more actuated by the evil spirit than that 
which caused our James I. to exclaim, '' Canst thou 
find no other place than just my nose in all my three 
kingdoms F"t In this same apartment, Luther is 



* U U a curious fact, that in a whoUy Protestant country 
Luther's apartment was shewn for twenty-two years by a good 
Catholic. 

f Hassencamp, a German writer, offers the following plau- 
sible hypothesis on the subject of this story : — *' Bebebub, -aft 
Luther well knew, signifies in.the oriental languages, ^ lord, 
or god of flies. How easily might our Reformer^ who not- 
withstanding his acute and penetrating mind, was strongly 
tinctured by the prejudices imbibed in lus youth, have taken a 
large fly that might have buzzed a long time about his head, 
while he was at work, till it had made him angry, and after* 
wards settled provokingly upon the wall just opposite to him, 
for the devil incarnate; and thus have been urged by pious zeal 
to attack him with the inkstand !" 



79 



related to have been much disturbed by a goblm of 
some kind, which would come uninvited to partake 
of his nuts. These annoyances ought probably to 
be ascribed to cats^ rats, and mice. After some 
time he was allowed to ride abroad in disguise with 
a trusty attendant, whose fidelity and intelligence he 
often commended^ particularly because he warned 
him agamst laying down his sword in the inns, and 
running to any books which might lie about, lest he 
should be taken for a scholar. In a letter to Spa- 
latinus, he writes : — '^ I have been out two days 
sporting, desirous of tasting the sweetly bitter plea- 
sures of the great. We have taken two hares and a 
brace of poor partridges — an employment fit enough 
for idle people ! — At my request one poor hare was 
preserved alive. I fastened it up in the sleeve of 
my coat, and went away to a little distance. Mean* 
while the dogs found the unfortunate animal, broke 
its right hind leg through the coat and strangled it, 
so that we found it quite dead." 

^he fanatical proceedings of the Anabaptists at 
Wittenberg, at the head of whom were men that had 
been the particular friends of Luther and his doc- 
trines, drew the Reformer from his tranquil retreat, 
in spite of the representations of the elector Frederic 
the Wise, who intimated his apprehensions lest the 
emperor and the pope should demand the delivery 
of his person^ Such arguments had but little in- 
fluence on the resolute spirit of Luther, and in com^ 



pliaiiiSe with the tolicitatmis of Mebmctfaon 9tA 
others of his frieiMb^ who deemed his presence ne- 
cessary to the service of his cause, he quitted die 
Wartburg with a long beard and in the habit of a 
gentlemaoy aod returned to Wtfteiiberg. Two 
years afterwards he laid aside the mouaatic hahit^ 
and assumed the dress of a priest, for which the 
elector Frederic presented him with the cloth. Itt 
1525, he afforded a practical illustration of his sen- 
timents respecting the celibacy of the clergy en* 
jomed by the Romish church, in his marriage with 
Catherine von Bora. 

Frederic the Wise was now dead, and was suc<- 
ceeded by his brother John. |JFrederic, thou^ a 
personal friend to Luther, and not indisposed to 
the Reformation, yet adhered externally to the 
Romish religion, and was averse to any violent 
annovationsj^ John, upon the other hand, though 
inferior to his brother in talents, understanding, and 
influence, was a prince of an excellent heart, who 
warmly interested himself in the success of the Re^ 
formation, for which reason his grateful cotempo- 
raries gave him the surname of the Catistant. Under 
his auspices, the doctrines of Luther acquired coi^ 
«Stence and stability. A protest delivered by his 
friends i^aiust an ordinance of the diet of Spire, in 
I529p procured for them die distinctive appellatioB 
of Protestants ; and the following year they sub- 
mitted to the <Uet of Augsburg, their confession of 
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feith drawn up bjr Luther and Melancthon. The 
latter was present at the delivery of this important 
instrument, but Luther remained meanwhile at the 
neighbouring castle of Coburg, where he superin- 
tended the proceedings. As this confession was 
not deemed sufficiently precise, Luther was a few 
years afterwards commissioned to compose a new 
one, and hence arose the articles finally adopted by 
the Protestants, and called from the place where 
they were accepted and signed in 1537^ the j^rticUs 
of Schmalkalden. 

The last important undertaking of this great man, 
was an improved edition of his Bible, which ap- 
peared in folio in 1541.* Besides this, which was 
his principal work, and which would of itself have 
been sufficient to entitle him to the gratitude of his ' 
countrymen in every succeeding age, he wrote and 



* The most common editions of this version are those printed 
in what is called the Canstein Bible-office, in the Orphan-house 
at Halle, founded by a Baron Canstein, who died in 1719. 
These bibles are printed with standing^ types, that the books 
may be afforded at a lower price. The SSOth edition appeared 
in 1804, and as each edition consists of 5000 copies, this in- 
stitution had up to that time furnished 1,150,000 bibles. In 
the 34th edition, which was confiscated and is now very rare, 
occurred the same omission which distin^ished an English 
edition of the sacred volume, and made one of the command- 
ments read thus — 7%otc $haU eamrnit adultery. The copy of this 
eifitiou in the library of Wdlfenbiitt^ cost 50 dollars. 

6 
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published an incredible number of sermons, essays^ 
and other pieces, religious, moral, and polemical, 
which, collected in the Halle edition, form twenty- 
four quarto volumes. The incessant application 
bestowed on the various important concerns in which 
he was engaged and on his literary pursuits at length 
undermined his health, so that in 1543 he wrote to 
a friend : — ^^ I, poor, worn-out and almost one-eyed 
man, hoped to find a little rest, but alas ! in vain/' 
He died in 1546, at his birth-place Eisleben, whi- 
ther he had been invited by the counts of Mannsfeld 
to adjust some differences between them and their 
subjects ; and his remains were conveyed to Wit- 
tenberg for interment. 

Some years before Luther's death, the elector had 
dispensed with the performance of his pubUc func- 
tions, and assigned him a pension of 300 guilders. 
With this slender income, he displayed a disin- 
terestedness that has rarely been equalled and never 
surpassed. He gave all his works gratuitously to 
the booksellers ; and when one of their number of- 
fered him the annual sum of 400 dollars for what- 
ever he might write, he rejected the proposal, say- 
ing that ^^ he had not received his gifts from the 
Creator for sale." Thus too when the elector of 
Saxony would have remunerated him Mrith a share 
in the mines for his translation of the Bible, he re- 
plied that ^^ he looked not for his reward here but 
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hereafter*." When one of his friends observed that 
k might be prudent to lay by something for the be- 
nefit of his family, he answered : " That I will never 
do ; for then they would trust not to God and their 
hands, but to their money."— In this spirit too it 
was that he amused himself in his leisure-hours in 
turnery work, in which he was very expert, and for 
which he had all the necessary implements made by 
the best artists of Niimberg. '^ With this occu- 
pation/' says he in a letter to a friend, '^ when the 
ungrateful world will give me nothing more, will I 
support myself after the example of St. Paul, and 
be troublesome to nobody." — His fondness for 
music, contracted in his boyhood, accompanied him 
through life. He even composed chorusses, to which 
the celebrated Handel, who studied them, acknow- 
ledged himself much indebted. His sentiments ob 
the subject of music remind us strongly of the lines 



* On the subject of this important work he thus expresses 
himself : *' I can testify with a good conscience that I exerted 
my utmost skill and industry upon it, but not from any improper 
motive. I never asked or received for it one single forthing. 
Neither did I seek mine own honour in it, as God my Lord well 
knows, but have done it out of love to Christ and in honour of 
him who sitteth above, and is constantly bestowing so much 
grace upon me, that had I translated a thousand times as much, 
fttiU I should not have deserved to live a single hcur. . I expect 
not to be rewarded for my labour by the world. I have never 
applied to my sovereign of Saxony for a penny, since X have been 
here." 

Q2, 
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written by our own Shakspeare *, upwards of half a 
century later. ** There is no doubt^'' says he, <' that 
the seeds of many eminent virtues are to be found 
in such minds as have a susceptibility for music: 
but those that have no relish for it I consider as 
little better than clods and stones. I declare without 
reserve, and am not ashamed to assert, that excepting 
theology, there is no science comparable to music ; 
because that alone, next to theology, can impart 
what otherwise theology alone can do— tranquillity 
and a cheerful mind/' 

Luther had several narrow escapes from the ma-- 
lice of the papists. We are told, that an Italian 
assassin, hired to dispatch this extraordinary man, 
obtained admittance to him, but was so deeply af- 
fected by his conversation, that he spontaneously 
confessed the nature of his errand, and earnestly 
warned him to be upon his guard against similar at- 
tempts. A Jewish physician is said to have re- 
ceived 2000 ducats for the same purpose. An at- 
tempt of this kind is related to have been made 
during his attendance on the diet of Worms. The 
elector of Treves had there invited him to dinner, 
and just at the moment when Luther was raising a 
glass filled with wine to his lips, the glass broke and 
the wme was spilt. This accident surprbed the 
company, and many of them conceived suspicions 
that the liquor was poisoned. Luther very coolly 

* Merchant of Venice, 'Act V. Scene I. 



85 



set down the broken glass saying : — ^' The wine was 
not destined for me: the fracture was probably 
owing to the abrupt transition from hot to cold/' 
During his life-time a print was published in Italy, 
shewing his miserable death, and how the detil had 
fetched away his body. This print having fallen into 
his hands in 1545, he caused to be re>engraved and 
certified the truth of the story with his own signature. 
About a year after his death, when the emperor 
Charles V . had made himself master of Wittenberg, 
his favourite, the bishop of Arras, and the notorious 
duke of Alva, solicited permission to dig up the body ' 
of Luther, as an arch-heretic, and to consign it to 
the flames. The emperor, whose conduct on various 
occasions displayed a liberality of sentiment to which 
his base minions were strangers, forbade such a pro- 
ceeding on pain of death, adding with emphasis : 
" Let him rest ; he has his judge.*' — ^'^ This fact,'' 
says a quaint German writer, " I state for this rea- 
son, because the incensed Romish clergy endeavoured 
to persuade the people that Luther's body had, at 
his interment, been carried away by the devil, in the 
form of a flock of ravens, and that consequently 
nothing but an empty coffin had been deposited in 
the ground. This story they have propagated by 
means of a great number of engravings which are 
publicly sold. To refute it nothing more is neces- 
sary than the above-mentioned fact, which is known 
to the whole world, because it occurred die very 
year after Luther's death ; and the bishop of Arras, 
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the duke of Alva, and the whole Spanish army, would 
have proved themselves egregious fools, had thej 
wished to bum the body of Luther, when they must 
have known that the devil had flown away with it 
long before, at his funeral, and thus saved them the 
trouble." 

It is not at all surprising that Roman-catholic 
writers should revile the memory of this great man. 
One or two examples of their malignity may perhaps 
serve to amuse the reader : — 

The Spanish satirist Quevedo, in hb vision of the 
last judgment, introduces Luther accompanied by 
Judas and Mahomet. '^ As they were about to 
present themselves before the tribunal," says he, 
*^ one of the ofiicers of the court inquired which of 
the three was Judas. I am, answered Luther ; and 
I am, also cried Mahomet. Upon this the real Judaa 
exclaimed in a vehement passion: ^Lord, I am 
Judas ; thou knowest me well, and knowest too that 
I am not such a base sinner as these scoundrels. 
For I sold thee but once, and am in some measure 
die cause of the redemption of the world, whereas 
Aiese by selling thee- and themselves over and over, 
have plunged the whole world into misery." — In his 
sixth vision of hell, he says: ''Ne;i:tto Calvin was 
the Saxon Luther, the renegade of St. Augustine, 
with a devil on either side, each having a pair of 
bellows, from which, instead of wind, issued flames 
that penetrated into his ears and burned his brain, 
but without consuming it, because be confessed in 
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one of his books that the devit inspired him with the 
arguments which he employed against the mass. 
Next to him stood his disciple Melancthon^ who 
was tormented by a devil in such a manner^ that I 
could not forbear laughing : for he did nothii^ else 
but turn him first on one side and then on the other, 
just as a cook does a beefsteak. I asked the devil 
why he did this, on which be replied : Because Me- 
lancthon, when living, professed all religions without 
distinction, for which reason he was called in his 
time the German weather-cock." 

It is well known to the English reader, that our 
Henry^VIIL_was at one time as bitter an enemy to 
Luther as he afterwards proved to the pope, and 
that he spared no pains to stifle the Reformation ia. 
its birth. \In this spirit he wrote to the elector 
Frederic the Wise, and to the other princes of his 
house, " intreating them by all that was dear to them, 
and even by the ties of blood between England and 
Saxony, not to suffer this arch-heretic to trandate 
the New Testament into the German language.^'— I 
The same monarch, for his book against Luther in 
defence of the seven sacraments, received from the 
pope the title of Defender of the Faithy which was 
retained by his successors. 

In the collection of Epigrams by the Jesuit An- 
dreas Frusius, printed at Cologne, and now extremely 
rare, is the following in which the initial of every 
word contributes to form an acrostic of Luther's name. 
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£/ogttim Mabtini Lutheri, ex Jpsius Nomine et 

CogfU}tnine» 

Depinget dignis te nemo coloribus unquam j 
Nomen ego ut potero^ sic cdebrabo tuum. 



Magni crepns 


Mendax 


Morosus 


Morio 


Monstnim 


Ambitiosus 


Atrox 


Astutud 


Apostata 


Agaso 


Ridiculus 


Rbetor 


Rabiosus 


Rabula 


Raptor 


Tabificus 


Tumidtts 


Tenebro6U8 Tninsfaga 


Torpis 


Impius 


Inconstans 


Impostor 


IniquuB 


Ineptus 


Nycticorax 


Nebulo 


Nugatot 


Noxa 


Nefandus 


Veutosus 


Vanus 


Vilis 


Vulpecula 


Vecors 


Schismaticus 


Stolidus 


Seductor 


Simla 


Scurra 


Lascivus 


Leno 


Larvatus 


Latro 


Lanista 


Ventripotens 


Vultur 


Vinosus 


Vappa 


Voluptas 


Tartareus 


Toms 


Tempestas 


Turbo 


lyrannus 


Hieresiarcha 


Horrendus 


Hypocrita 


Hydra 


HermapliffoditMi 


£rro 


Execrandus Efirons 


Efirenis 


Erinnis 


Retrogradus 


Reprobus 


Resupinus 


Rana 


Rebellis 


Vesanus 


Varius 


Veterator 


Vipera 


Virus 


Sacrilegus 


Satanas 


Sentina 


Sophista 


Scelestus 



John the Constant succeeded his brother^ Fre- 
deric the Wise^ in 1525. His first wife was the 
daughter of MagnuSi duke of Mecklenburg. He 
celebrated his nuptials with this princess in 1500, 
at Torgau, with such pomp, that during the fes- 
tivities 11,000 persons and 7000 horses were daily 
entertained by the court. This prince is described 
as having been of a peaceable and pious disposition. 
In the early part of his life he seems to have been 
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as strongly attached to the Roman-catholic religion 
as he afterwards was to the Protestant fiuth ; at 
least, if we may judge from the will which he drew 
up in 1516, in the name of the most holy and un- 
divided Trinity, and also of the following saints :— 
the blessed virgin Mary ; the apostle, St. James the 
Great, the three kings ; St. Christopher, St. George, 
St. Jerome, St. Francis, St. John the baptist, St. 
John the apostle, St. Anthony, St. Sebastian, St. 
Florian, St. Sigismund, St. Boniface, St. Eustace, 
St. Egidius, St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Lawrence, St. 
Hubert, St. Anna, St. Blaise, St. Barbara, St. Ca- 
therine, St. Margaret, St. Dorothy, St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, St. ApoUonia, St. Alexis, St. Roche, St. Job, 
St. Valten, St. Michael, St. Andrew, St. Thomas, 
St. Nicholas, St. Martin, St. Elisabeth, St. Stephen, 
St. Wolfgang, and all saints. 

At the time of his accession to the electoral dig- 
nity, the peasants of Thuringia were in open insur- 
rection against the government. Conversing with 
Luther on this subject, he once expressed himself 
in the following terms^: — *^ Is it true that God has 
made me a powerful prince, so that I have several 
thousand horsemen at my command. But if he 
thinks fit that I should not remain such, I will not 
deem it a hardship and be angry with him, but 
cheerfully submit to his decrees, even if he should 
be pleased to leave me no more than eight, or 
even only four horses." 
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John was at the head of those princes, who in 
1550 caused the Protestant confession to be de- 
livered to the diet at Augsburg, for which reason the 
emperor refused him thfe investiture of his dominions. 
The elector therefore quitted Augsburg before the 
diet was ovet, and commissioned the margrave of 
Brandenbm;g to assure the emperor, that '^ rather 
than secede from the pure evangelical doctrine, he 
would suffer his grey head to be laid at his (the 
emperor's) feet/' To this spiiited declaration, 
Charles in his low German dialect replied : '^ No 
head oS, prince ! no head off!". 

John Frederic the MagmmmouSy eldest son 
of John the Constant, succeeded his father in 1552. 
It is related that this prince at his birth brought 
with him into the world a mark, yellow as gold, 
in the form of a cross, upon his back ; and that the 
priest who baptized him, an aged, upright, and pious 
man, when this mark was shewn to him, heaved a 
deep sigh and said : *^ Gracious God ! this infant 
during his mortal life will certainly have to bear a 
great and heavy cross !*'— a prediction which, says 
an old writer, subsequent events certainly confirmed. 
This elector was a most zealous friend to the 
doctrines of the Reformation, and the chief of the 
Protestant princes who entered into the treaty of 
Schmalkald, in defence of those doctrines. On 
this account he was put to the ban of the empire 
by Charles V. In the war which ensued, he was 
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defeated on the £4th of April, 1547, in the battle of 
Miihlbergy where, after a most obstinate resistance, 
he was wounded and taken, but refused to surrender 
to any except a German. On the 10th of May, 
the emperor in his camp before Wittenberg ad- 
judged his unfortunate prisoner to be beheaded as 
an outlaw, and directed this sentence to be executed 
on a scaffold erected for the purpose in the field. 
The elector was engaged in a game at chess with 
his fellow-captive duke Ernest, of Liineburg, when 
the imperial commissioner reached his tent to read 
to him this severe sentence. He heard it widiout 
betraying any agitation, and replied that, ^^ he hoped 
the emperor would treat him rather more mercifully ; 
but if he was in earnest, he begged to be told so, 
that he might make some dispositions respecting 
his wife and children.'' He then turned to his 
companion, saying; *^ Let us finish our gameP' 
This coolness excited the admiration of the con- 
queror, who, at the intercession of the elector of 
Brandenburg, granted him his life ; but produced 
eight conditions, the principal of which was, that 
'^ he should accede to the decisions of the emperor 
and the council of Trent in regard to religion." 
To this requisition he firmly replied, that '' he was 
determined to adhere stedfastly to the confession 
delivered at Augsburg by his father, himself, and 
other princes, and rather to lose his dignity, his 
territories, nay even his life, than suffer himself to be 
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separated from the word of God." The emperor, 
admiring his fortitude, erased the obnoxious article 
with his own hand, and gave orders that his prisoner 
should not be again importuned on the subject. 
By a capitulation concluded in the same camp on 
the 19th of May, John Frederic was deprived of 
the electoral dignity and all his dominions, which 
the emperor conferred on his cousin, duke Maurice, 
of Meissen, who agreed to give up Weimar, with 
some other towns and districts, and to pay a yearly sum 
of 50,000 guilders to the children of his predecessor. 

The captive prince was conducted as it were in 
triumph to Augsburg, where, from his apartment 
he could view all the ceremonies attending the in- 
vestiture of Maurice with the dignities and posses- 
sions of which he had been deprived. Nothing, 
however, could shake his fortitude, and on the latter 
occasion he is said to have thus expressed himself: 
'' How Maurice's people rejoice at my being de- 
prived of the electorate ! The Almighty grant that 
they may henceforth enjoy it so peaceably as to 
have no need of me or mine !" 

The place appointed for the confinement of this 
magnanimous prince was Innspruck. Here he 
formed the plan of that celebrated seminary the 
university of Jena, which was afterwards completed 
by his sons. After a detention of five years his 
release being demanded by his successor Maurice, 
and some other German princes who had formed 
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an alliance against the emperor, the latter was in- 
duced to put an end to his captivity, in 1552. John 
Frederic having first att^ded Charles V. to Augs- 
bdrg, hastened to Weimar, where he was received 
by his subjects with every possible demonstration 
of joy. The schoolboys and girls with flowing hair 
and crowned with garlands of rue, went out of 
the town to receive him, singing the Te Deum, 
His consort proceeded as far as Coburg to meet 
him and swooned with joy at the first interview. 

The elector had a half-brother named John 
Ernest, to whom, on attaining his majority in 1542, 
he had ceded the principality of Coburg with an 
annuity of 14,000 florins. This prince who mar* 
ried a daughter of Philip I., duke of Brunswick- 
Grubenhagen, built the castle of Ehrenburg, the 
usual residence of the princes of Coburg, and 
died without issue in 1553, when his country re- 
verted to the deposed elector. 

On the 21st February, 1553, death deprived 
John Frederic of his affectionate consort Sibylla, 
who was interred before the high altar in the church 
of Weimar. In giving directions for the funeral of 
this princess, the elector said to his secretary; 
'^ Tell the masons to leave a place for me by my 
wife, for I shall soon follow and be laid beside 
her.'' This prediction was speedily accomplished, 
for he expired on the 3d of March, in the 51st year ' 
of his age. ^^ 

The elector was si man as extraordinary for^^^ ^V 
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stature and strength of body as for vigour of mind. 
The lank Spanish soldiers of Charles V, looked 
upon him as a giant^ and asserted that each of his 
boots would hold a man. This was certainly an 
exaggeration, yet those who have had an opportu- 
nity of examining these relics, which are still pre> 
served in the collections of curiosities at Gotha and 
MUnich, assure us that they are capacious enough 
to contain a child five years old. 

At this period, and indeed till the 18th century, 
it was customary for every prince and princess to 
have a peculiar motto. That chosen by John Fre- 
deric was Verbum Domini manet iVi Aeternum, The 
initials of this sentence, V.D.M.I.AE. were woiii; 
by himself, as well as by all his servants upon their 
sleeves. During the life-time of his father, whilst 
he was attending a diet as his representative, an 
archbishop observed to him, ^^ These letters upon 
your clothes, and those of your servants, signify, I 
suppose, ' Verbum Dei manet im aermeV " (The 
word of God abideth in the skeve), alluding to the 
lawn sleeves of his own order. " No," rejoined the 
fsmce sharply, " they mean, * Verbum diaboli 
manet in arcki-episcopis^^-^The word of the devil 
abidetli in ^chbishops. 

Ijucds Cranachf not more distinguished for his 
talents as a painter, than for his virtues, his inte* 
grity, and in particular for his attachment to the 
unfortunate elector, survived his master only a few 
months. This artist vras a native of Cranacb, a 



small town in the bishopric of Bamberg. His 
proper name was Muller^ or as some say. Sunder^ 
but according to the general custom of the painters 
of tbfit age, he always styled himself from his birth- 
place Lucas Cranach. He was instructed in the 
rudiments of drawing by his father, but it is not 
knowTi who was his master. As he resided for some « 

time in the Netherlands where in 1508 he painted j 

a portrait of the emperor Charles V., then a boy of , 

eight years, at Mechlin, where so many eminent • 

masters, such as Lucas van Leyden, Gerhard van I 

Harlem, and others, had lived or were then living, 
it seems probable that he studied his art in this school. ^ 
About the end of the 15th century, he settled in 
Saxony on the invitation of that patron of the arts, 
the elector, Frederic the Wise. He settled at Wit- 
tenberg, where he married, and, after holding in* 
ferior municipal offices, was invested by his fellow- 
citizens with the dignity of burgomaster, in 1547* 
On the death of Frederic the Wise, whom, as it has 
been already observed, he accompanied ifi his pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land ; Cranach enjoyed in an 
equal degree the favour of his successor, John the 
Constant ; and lived in the closest familiarity with 
his son, John Frederic the Magnanimous. He was 
ao great a favourite with the latter, that he kept 
him constantly about his person, and such was the 
affection of the artist for the elector, that, resigning 
his office of burgomaster, he cheerfully shared with 
him his five years' confinement at Innspruck. It 



96 



has even been surmised that he may have contributed 
in some degree to the liberation of his master ; for 
when die emperor, who was fond of seeing him at 
work, recollecting the portrait which Cranach had 
painted of him when a child, asked how old he was 
then ? and was answered by the artist, '^ eight 
years,*' Charles graciously desired that he would 
ask some fevour of him. Cranach threw himself at 
his feet, and, with a generous disregard of his pri- 
vate interest^ solicited the release of his sovereign ; 
on which the emperor turning with admiration to 
his attendants exclaimed : '' I know not a happier 
prince than the Saxon — ^he'^ possesses at least one 
true friend." Cranach had the satis&ction to see 
the speedy accomplishment of his wish, and to find 
that it had gained him the esteem of the emperor. 
He repaired to Weimar with his patron, with 
whom he determined to pass the remainder of his 
days, and died in that city, October l6th, 1553,/ 
aged 81 years. Cranach was an intimate friend of 
Luther's, and felt a warm interest in all his do- 
mestic circumstances; that great reformer was 
attached with equal warmth to this generous artist, 
tdok great delight in watching him at his work, 
and passed many happy hours in his society. — 
Cranach's paintings, among which are portraits of 
many of his most distinguished cotemporaries, are 
very numerous. He also carved a great deal in 
wood, and his performances in this line are much 
sought after and esteemed by amateurs. 



ALBERTINE LINE 

OF THE HOUSE OF SAXONY. 



Maurice, in whose person the electoral dignify 
^nd dominions were transferred from the Ernestine 
to the Albertine line of the house of Saxony, was the 
son of duke Henry, of Meissen, of whom a circunolL- 
Stantial account ha$ been giten in the preceding 
pages. He was originally a warm adherent of 
Charles V., whom he greatly assisted in the war which 
terminated in the deposlition of hi^ unfortunate preu 
decessfor. He had not, however, been long seated in 
his place, before the ambitious projects of the em- 
peror converted Maurice into an avowed enemy. 
One cause of his hostility was the detention of faia 
6tther-in-law, Philip, l$indgrave of Hesse^ who had 
surrendered himself to the emperor upon receiving 
a promise that he should '^ not be subjected to any 
imprisonment," — ^but in which the wdrd einigtr 
(any) was written in 9uch a manner that it might 
pass for for ewiger (everlasting), as it wa9 c<mtended 
to be by his adversaries. It must be confessed 
that this miserable quibble is quite inconsistent with 
the many noble traits that distinguish the ehamcter 
of Charles V. The haughtiness of the Spaniards 
about the emperor is moreover stated to have 
reached at this time to such a height^ that his sbm, 
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Don Philip, and even the duke of Alva, would 
scai'cely condescend to move their hats to return 
the salutes of the German princes. 

Maurice was a brave and able general, and on 
commencing hostilities in ld52/such was the rapi^ 
dity of his movements, that he had neaily surprised 
the emperor at Innspruck. It is indeed intimated 
in various, memoirs that he might have taken him 
prisoner, if he had pleased, and that on being asked 
why he did not, he replied, that ^^ he had no c^ge 
fit for so magnificent a bird." 

The elector afterwards signalized himself against 
the Turks in Hungary; and in 1553, received a 
mortal wound in battle with Albert, margrave of 
•Brandenburg, near the village of Sivershausen, in 
the duchy of LUneburg. The ball which inflicted 
the wound was of silver ; it penetrated through his 
-armour from behind, and is supposed to have been 
fired either through treachery or carelessness, by 
one of his own people. Three princes of the 
liofise of Brunswick, who fought under. Maurice's 
banners, also fell on this occasion, together vtdth a 
great number of counts and noblemen. Camerar 
titts in his funeral sermon over the elector, who 
expired m the arms of victory, .mentions various 
tokeiiB which preceded this sanguinary engagement; 
for instEfhce, during a violeiit hurricane at Berlin^ 
4ie force of the wind broke off the head from 
Maurice's stalue at the palace of that city, while 
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the effigies of the emperor and the other electors 
sustamed no injury*^the leaves of the' trees in 
many places wer-e found sprinkled with blood—* 
. the dogs howled, and bit and tore one another — the 
noise of men and horses^ and strange sounds in the 
air, were often heard at midnight — and during the 
campaign, a tempest overturned the elector's tent, 
and that used for his kitchen, but spared all the rest^ 

Augustus succeeded his brother Maurice* His 
first wife was Anna, daughter of Christian, king of 
Denmark* This princess, before her marriage, was 
not ashamed to say grace aloud with folded hands, 
at her father's table, together with her other sisters* 
She died in October, 1585, of a contagious disease 
then prevalent at Dresden ; and during her illness, 
when public prayers were to be offered up fDr her inr 
the churches, she expressly desired, that they might be 
solicited in these terms, and no other, " The prayers 
of this Christian congregation are requested for a 
poor sinner whdse last hour is at hand*," About 
three months after her decease the elector, then in 
his 60th year, married a daughter of prince Joachim 
Ernest, of Anhalt, who had not quite completed her 
ISth year; but in less than five weeks after this 
union, he was carried off by apoplexy* 

In the last years of his reign, alchemy .was the 
favourite pursuit of this prince. He carried it on 
with the aid of the most skilful professors; and 
some have ev^a not hesitated to ascribe theflourish^ 
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ing state of the country during his reign to his 
success in^ the practice of the art. Palaces and 
magazines were erected, and so many useful insti- 
tutions arose that, a« it is contended, the expense of 
them * could not have been defrayed by the regular 
revenues of the state. At the present day no ra- 
.tional person will doubt that the sums employed for 
these purposes, as well as the seventeen millions of 
dollars left by Augustus at his death in his coffers^ 
were rather the fruits of strict economy during a 
long and peaceful reign, than of his skill in the 
transmutation of metals. His first Vrife, Anna, se- 
conded her husband with all her power in his che- 
mical pursuits. She made successful experiments 
herself, and constructed, at the castle of Annabui^y 
a magnificent laboratory, which had not its equal in 
Europe. The four chemical furnaces were in the 
figure of a hotse, a lion, an ape,, and an eagle, of the 
size of life. The latter was decorated with golden 
wings, aiid contained within it what was denomi- 
nated a chapel. This edifice, which had so many^ 
lofty chimnies as to resemble a church with a great 
number of spires, was destroyed in -the thirty years- 
war. 

Augustus is said to have applied himself in hi» 
47di ye&r to recover his lost Latin, and to have fie- 
quently declared, when faie blundered in the genders, 
that '^ he would give a ton of gold that all nouns in 
a were of the feminine gender.'^— rHe was accus* 
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'^tomed to say that '' persons ought to be provided 
for offices^ and not offices for persons/' He was a 
great friend to agriculture, and always carried with 
him a bag full of the stones and pips of the nest 
Ipnds of fruits, which he caused to be planted where- 
ever he went, and thus conferred an essential be* 
nefit on posterity. 

Christian I. succeeded his father in 1586, and 
died in 4 591 9 in ihe 31st year of his age. 

Christian II. was distinguished for piety and 
clemency. He therefore tempered justice with 
mercy, well knowing that the greatest justice is 
frequently the height of injustice, and said, that he 
Avas admonished to do so by the electoral arms, 
Mrhich are two red swords in a black and white 4eld. 
His motto, which he very frequently repeated was, 
'* I fear God, honour the emperor, and love justice.^ 
He generally stood during the time of divine -ser- 
"vice, and often exhorted his chaplains to deal more 
severely with him in their sermons. He was him- 
self extremely strict in regard to every diing con- 
nected with genuine religion, and in the first year of 
his government, issued a severe edict against adul- 
tery and fornication. Once when he was absorbed 
in profound thought, one of his attendants inquired 
the reason. He replied that *' he was considering 
'with sorrow how he had misapplied the years of his 
youth, so that he was now obliged to hear with the 
v^ars, see with the eyes, and also to speak with the 
lips of others, which gave him the deepest con^ 
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cera." Hii liberality and kindness were such that 
he could scarcely refuse any request that was pre- 
ferred to him, and it was his daily wish ** that he had 
it in his power to make every body happy/' He 
died in 161 1, at the early age of 27 years* 

John George I. brother of Christian II. At an 
early age this prince made a tour through Germany 
and Italy y during which he had some narrow escapes 
with his life. At Milan he was seized with a dan- 
gerous illness, but being unprovided with a certifi- 
cate of confession, no medical man would prescribe 
for him, till at length physicians were fetched from 
Augsburg and Lindau. Soon after his return home, 
in 1602, he was sailing with his brother the elector. 
Upon the Elbe, when the vessel in which they were, 
caught fire, and he leaped overboard, but safely 
reached the shore. 

During his reign. Saxony, in common with the 
greater part of Germany, was cruelly ravaged by con- 
tending armies in the thirty years' war. It was in this 
contest that the brave Gustavus Adolphus fell at 
Liitzen, in the arms of victory, in l6S£. Such was 
the devastation occasioned by the military opera- 
tions in the dominions of the elector, that in the 
little town of Schmiedberg, which previously con- 
tained 400 inhabitants, only one single married 
couple survived the calamities of war, famine, and 
.pestilence. 

. John George II. succeeded bis father in 1656, 
and died in 1680.. 
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This prince luid three brothers, Augustus, Chris- 
tiao, and Maurice, m ho were the founders of the 
houses of Saxe-Weissenfelsy Saxe-Merseburg, and 
Saxe-Zeitz. The lirst became extinct in 1746; 
the second in 1731, and the third in 1718, vrhen 
their dominions reverted to the electoral family. 

John Georgb III, This prince particularly 
distinguished himself in 1683, by the share which 
he took in the operations that compelled the Tuclgi 
to raise the siege of Vienna, and died i? l69U 
whilst commander-in-chief of the army of the.^tn- 
pire employed against the French^ 

John George IV. was at his birth declared 
heir-apparent to the throne of Denmark, in right of 
his mother, who was the daughter of king Frederic 
III. In 1693, the English Order of the Gart^ 
was transmitted to him by the hands of a special 
envoy. He died in 1694. 

Fredebic Augustus I. who succeeded his bro- 
ther John George, was remarkable for his extraorr 
dinary personal strengths *' If we were to relate,"says 
Glafey, in his History of Saxony, ^^ how often this 
German Samson broke iron bars, and squeezed and 
rolled up silver, copper, tin, and other vessels like 
pieces of paper, posterity would look upon it as fable 
and rqmance, though thousaiuds of all classes still 
living were e^e- witness of these facts." Ludewig, the 
historian, also makes mention of '^ his gigantic 
strength, by which he was enabled to crusbandroll 
together dishes, plates, and goblets of silver, tin. 
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eopper^ or any other metal however strong, with as 
Qiuch ease as a piece of paper or a handkerchief*/' 

In 1697> this prince was elected king of Poland, 
havbg previously, in order to qualify himself for 
that dignity, exchanged the protestant for the ca- 
tholic faith, to which his successors have ever since 
adhered. The dress in which he received the 
embassy sent to announce his elevation to the throne 
was so profusely enriched with diamonds as to have 
been valued at no less a sum than a million of 
dollars. 

The military renown which Frederic Augustus 
•had obtained in his campaigns against the Turks 
was eclipsed by the vicissitudes experienced by ^ 
him in his wars with Charles XII. of Sweden, 
which- are well known to every reader from the life 
of-that monarch by Voltaire. He died in 1733. 

* Amon^ otlier "curious anecdotes related concemmg this 
subject is the folio wm^ : — In one of his rides his horse lost a 
shoe, and the elector entered a blacksmith's shop to procure 
another. The blacksmith brought one and was preparing to 
put it on, when the king took up the shoe and broke it iv^ 
pieces with the greatest facility. He then desired the man to 
biing a better, which, as well as several others, he broke in the 
same manner. At length declaring they were aU equally bad, 
he suffered the poor fellow to fit on a shoe without subjecting it 
to this ordeal.. In payment for this service he gave a piece of 
money which required a rix-dollar to be returned in the change. 
Taking the dollar between his fingers he snapped it in two with 
the same ease as he had done the horse-shoes. Hie blacksmith 
eonfounded with this fresh proof of his strength, -vehemeiitiy 
protested that ** he must be either the devil or the elector," 
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Fbbderic Augustus II. married a daughter of 
the emperor Joseph I., and was like his father 
raised to the throne of Poland* He died in 1763. 

Frederic Christian maiTied the daughter of 
Charles VII., emperor of Germany and elector 
of Bavaria. His eldest sister was the wife of 
Charles III., king of Spain, consequently mother to 
Charles IV., and grandmother to Ferdinand VII. 
His next sister was married to the elector of Ba^- 
varia, who died in 1777, and a third to Louis, 
dauphin of France, hy whom she was the modier 
of the unfortunate Louis XVI. His brodier 
Albert, duke of Saxe Teschen, was governor and 
captain-general of the Austrian Netherlands, and 
married Maria Christina, daughter of the emperor 
Francis L, who died in 179B. The monument 
erected by him to die memory of this princess ^ 
Vienna, is considered as one of the finest per- 
formances of the celebrated Canova. Another bro- 
ther, Clemens Wenzel, became in 1768 elector of 
Triers. Frederic Christian survived his father but 
two months.* 

Frederic Augustus III., bom Dec. 3, 1 750, 
succeeded his father Dec. 17, 1763, under the 
guai'dianship of his uncle prince Xavier. He mar- 
ried in 1769 Maria Amelia Augusta, daughter of 
the duke of Deux-Fonts, and sister to the present 
king of Bavaria, by whom he has one daughter 
Maria Augusta, bom in 1782* 
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. On the final dissolution of the Germanic consti- 
tulion in 1806, this prince assumed the royal title^ 
and by the peace of Tilsit in the following year 
became sovereign of the duchy of Warsaw, which 
was formed out of the Prussian part of Poland. 
After the signal defeat of the French before Leipzig 
in October 1813, the king of Saxony, who awaited 
in that city the arrival of the allied sovereigns, was 
considered as a prisoner and conveyed to Prussia, 
wh^re he remained more than a year. The treaty 
figned in Congress at Vienna in 1815, not only de- 
prived him of his recent acquisitions in Poland, but 
likewise of nearly one half of his hereditary do- 
minions. 

It is impossible for any feeling mind to contem- 
plate the severe stroke of fate which this prince has 
Sistained in his declining years, without deeply 
deploring his situation, and that o^ the faithful sub* 
jects torn from his paternal care. The beneficence 
of his government; his steady encouragement of 
manufactures, industry, and commerce; his judi^ 
cious patronage of the fine arts and the sciences 
which enlighten mankind ; joined to the represen- 
tative constitution enjoyed by his people, had raised 
Saxony to such a pitch of prosperity above her 
neighbour states, that . she was- looked upon in the 
midst of Germany with the same jealous eye as 
Britain is beheld in the midst of her tributary ocean 
by the rest of the world. What wonder that die 
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natives of this happy land should cherish a glowing 
affection for their native country, should pride 
themselves on her envied distinction, and cling with 
filial attachment to the sovereign to whom she so 
much owed this pre-eminence ! Let the reader judge 
then with what feelings these people must have 
learned the decision of the assembled potentates. of 
Europe which wrested almust half of the kingdom, 
and little, less than half of its^popolation, from the 
sceptre of a beloved monarch, and incorporated them 
with a state, between which and their own a strong 
national antipathy had long existed. Full well I know 
that in Britain, where above all tlie countries of the 
globe such an argument would be least expeded, 
there have not been wanting persons, who, to serve 
a particular purpose, have attempted to characterize 
as a silly prejudice that fond attachment which bindf 
men to the soil that gave them birth, and to a 80v&> 
reign endeared by the remembraoce of past glory, 
and the feeling of present benefits. — ^Admitting for 
a moment that patriotism were a prejudice, still £ 
would maintain it to be a prejudice which is the 
parent of the sublimest virtues — ^a prejudice which 
no ridicule will ever be able to eradicate from the 
heart of man — a prejudice, the extinction of which, 
were it possible, would go a great way towards re- 
ducing him to the level of the brutes to whom every 
country is indifferent, provided it affords the sensual 
gratifications of which alone they are susceptible. 
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' Saxony whilst entire, might be considered as 
composed of two divisions, differing not more in 
soil, than in the occupations and pursuits of their 
inhabitants. The one, rich and fertile, furnished 
com, cattle, and salt ; the other naturally poor, was 
the seat of mines and manufactures ; and both were 
enriched by the interchange of their respective pro- 
ductions. — ^As if to give additional keenness to the 
separation, the former has been rent fiiom the Saxon 
sceptre ; and thus the industrious inhabitants of the 
latter, are doomed with their comparatively barren 
soil, to be in a great measure dependent upon 
foreigners for the first necessaries of existence. 

During the time that the fate of Saxony continued 
in suspense, and its total annihilation as an inde- 
pendent state was threatened, no means that self- 
interest and malice could suggest for the purpose of 
blackening the character of kin^ Frederic Augustus, 
and rendering him odious to the world, were left 
untried. He was branded as an infatuated admirer 
of 'Buonaparte, and a zealous adherent to that 
system which th^ ambitious ruler of France would 
fain have established on the continent. He was 
stigmatized as a bigotted catholic, and consequently 
disqualified to govern a nation of protestants. 
These accusations were re-echoed even, in this 
country in terms which beti-ayed the grossest 
ignorance. One or two facts will suffice to prove 
that the king of Saxony was not so obsequious 
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an instrument of Napoleon's designs^ as he has 
been represented, ft is well known that this 
monarch indignantly refused- the sacrifice of his 
daughter to the conqueror ; and when, moreover, 
Buonaparte had decreed the subjugation of Spain, 
and, as protector of the Rhenish confederation, 
applied to the sovereigns belonging to it for the 
contingents stipulated in case of war, Frederic 
Augustus not only refused to furnish a single .man, 
but expressed the strongest abhorrence of the un- 
hallowed enterprise. Buonaparte, so far from re- 
senting this firmness, was impressed by it with such 
respect, that he would occasionally ask and follow 

■ 

the advice of .die king of Saxony, though his pride 
would not suffer him to accept, much less solicit 
counsel from any other potentate. 

If this prince was oHe of the last who joined dic^ 
cause of injured Europe against her oppressor, the 
reason is not tabe sought in the unwillingness of his 
Majesty to consult the general welfare, but in the 
peculiar circumstances in which himself and biff 

« 

unfortunate kingdom were placed during the memo- 
rable campaign of 1813. Of that campaign Saxony 
vvas the theatre. An army of 200,000 French had 
complete possession of the country, upon whose 
vital» it was preying ; and here the imperial tiger, 
whose friendship was destruction, awaited the attack 
of his courageous pursuers. Iii this situation it is 
obvious that resistance to such a force was wholly 
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out of liie questaon ; and bis Majesty, waving every 
consideration of personal safety, generously resolved 
to remain among hif faithful subjects, and to share 
their fate, whatever that fate might be ; hoping also 
by his presence, at least to mitigate some of the 
hardships, oppressions, and exactions, to which they 
were exposed, as well on ike part of friends as foes. 
It is well known that during the obstinately con* 
tested battle of Leipzig, when for three days the 
fortune of Europe hung in awful suspense, the con* 
duct of the Saxon troops in joining the banners of 
the Allies contributed to turn the scale in their fa- 
vour, and to ensure that preponderance upon which 
the liberties of mankind depended. The king 
again refuted the charge of devotion to the will 
and attachment to the person of Buonaparte, by 
fejecting his proposal to accompany him to France, 
or at least to Weissenfels, and there to negotiate 
with the Allies. Conscious of the rectitude of his 
intentions, and feelings that in the course which he 
had taken, he had but obeyed the dictates of in-~ 
exorable necessity, his Majesty remained at Leip- 
zig when the conquerors entered the city, in the 
fall' confidence that the combined sovereigns would 
diily appreciate his situation and sentiments, and 
admit him into their alliance, now that the de* 
parture of the enemy had left him at liberty to act 
without control. In this confidence he was de- 
ceived ; his country lay too conveniently for the ag- 
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grandizement of an ambitious neighbour to allow 
either reason or justice to plead in his behalf; his 
majesty was conveyed a prisoner to Prussia; and 
while his troops assisted in the destruction of the 
common foe, his kingdom was seized by those 
under whose banners they were ^fighting. A thou- 
sand pens were now set in motion to vilify the 
exiled monarch, and to convince the world of the 
sound policy, the general advantage, nay even the 
justice, of transferring Saxony to another sceptre* 
It was moreover contended that such a change 
could not fail to be pi'oduetive of the most bene-^ 
ficial consequences to the country itself, and that 
die inhabitants' would derive innumerable blessings 
from die exchange of a superstitious Catholic for an 
enli^tened Protestant sovereign. Whoever might 
be convinced by these u^ments, it was evident 
that the persons most deeply interested, the Saxons 
themselves, were ungrat^l enough not to appre- 
ciate the value of the intended kindness. Never 
yf%re the will and the wishes of a whole nation 
more unequivocally expressed— never was aversion 
to foreign authority more clearly evinced*-«Hievef 
was attachment to angler mors strongly manifested^ 
dian by the Saxons of aHi classes to their adored kmg 
duiifig his involuntary exilej Their remonstrances 
and their ' petitions were alike disregarded ( the 
ri^t of the stronger prevailed : and I aih assured^ 
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that but for '' a still small voice" whose whispers 
were heard in the British cabinet, the Saxon name 
and nation would have been doomed to sink into 
provincial dependence. 

That the king of Saxony is a catholic, is true ; 
but he is as far removed from bigotry and siipersti- 
ti<Hi, as a good christian of any other religious de- 
nomination. It is universally^ acknowledged, that 
notwithstanding the adoption of the catholic faith 

by his great-grandfather, which produced the poli- 
tical anomaly of a £amily of that persuasion reigning 
over an entire nation of Protestants, in the very 
country too which gave birth to the doctrines of 
the reformation ; this circumstance has not in the 
slightest manner impaired that mutual confidence 
which ought to subsist between the subjects and the 
sovereign. It is equally notorious diat no state in 
Euiope enjoys the blessings of toleration in a higher 
degree than Saxony ; and nothing can better de- 
monstrate the feelings of his Protestant people 
themselves on this head, than the unfeigned love 
and veneration which they have shewn under 
the most trying circumstances during the past 
century to their rulers, and in particular to their 
present sovereign. His majesty on his return to 
his capital, in June, 1815, instituted the Order 
of Civil Merit, expressly for the purpose of reward- 
ing the attachment manifested by his faithful ser* 
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vants and subjects during their painful separa* 
tion. 

If the partition of Saxony is likely to prove pe* 
culiariy distressing to that portion 'which Frederic 
Augustus has been suffered to retain, it must be 
considerably injurious also to Britirii commerce, as 
the following circumstance alone will suffice to prove. 
The city of Leipzig is well known to be a com- 
mercial emporium, for the supply of traders not only 
from the rest of Oermany, but from every conti- 
nental region. To diis mart are brought vast quan- 
tities of English manufactured goods, which, before 
the division of die kingdom, were allowed to be 
imported free from impost. Since the partition, 
diese conamodities in their way to Leipzig, must 
pass through the provinces ceded to the Prussian 
government, which will no doubt profit by diis op- 
portunity, to lay a duty upon their transit. 

Here let me avail myself of that part of an Eng- 
lishman's birth-right, the privilege of expressing 
his sentiments without disguise, and declare my re- 
gret that the British cabinet should have acceded to 
flits spoliation of a sovereign wi^ whose people we 
are allied, remotely it is true, by the ties of blood, 
and still more by similarity of moral character. If jus- 
tice, if patriotism, if humsmity, if interest, had not 
sufficient weight to induce us to resist such a pro- 
ceeding, a regard ' for the welfare and' peace of 
Europe otxf^t to have engaged us to oppose it vritH 
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quired by the sole right of conquest ; or that there should eust 
a power competent to tiy the king of Saxxmy. 

England, in retaking possession of the electorate of Hanover, 
has not acknowledged the principle of conquest; Napoleon 
himsdf protested against it when you oeded Gnadaloupe to 
Sweden ; consequently force alone has not been admitted either 
by you or your enemy as a legal title, authorizing the definitive 
disposal of a country. 

In order to tiy the king of Saxony, it would first be necessary 
to find a tribunal possessing a right to sit in judgment upon him ; 
and then to hear him before that tribunal* 

We do not acknowledge the right of those who in the present 
case would presume to form such a tribunal, and these pretended 
judges refhse even to hear him whom they accuse. The tove- 
reigni^ Saamty km no other judges them the kmg- ^Bngkmd^ 
God and his nation ; and so long as the European fiunily shall 
not be amenable to any supreme and common tribunals, so long 
there will be no other arbiters of king^ : now that arbiter of these 
two, whose sentiments we are permitted to know and to interpret, 
has decidedly pronounced in favour of this prince, for his whole 
nation demands him back at your hands. 

Your excellency yourself has observed to me that a sense of 
justice is implanted in the heart of every man. Collect in any 
form you please, a number of persons, of any country, and of 
any class ; submit the question to them, and I will abide by their 
decision. 



II. Qeutticni^ Genered Iniereit. 



Let us now examine whether the prosperity of Prussia, tlie 
interests of Germany, or the general situation of Europe, so im- 
periously demand the suppression of Saxony. 

You are anxious, my lord, that Prussia should be strong ; but 
you would only weaken her by giving to her a population, which 
for a century to come will not forget its feelings fi)r the ancient 
dynasty, and whieh wiU perpetually cherish in its bosom the 
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Medi of ditoontent and dikturbaace. The «tetesman slioald 
bear in mind that Saxony is not composed of a motley assem* 
bla^e of minor states^-tbc unjuBt acquiaitions of past times} 
Saxony ia what it has been for ages} its national origin ii 
firmly fiornkded, and this state is so much the less calculated to 
become a quiet and sabmissive jmicruice. 

You are desirous of uniting^ Austria and Prussia. Tbe transfer 
of Saxony to the latter would of itself suffice to divide them. 
The frontiers of Austria will be compromised^ her miUtaiy 
movements cramped and menaced, and the two states, brought 
into contact with one another, will, sooner or later, be in a si- 
tuation of permanent hostility, dangerous to themselves and to 
the rest of Europe. 

Is it your wish to divide Prussia and Russia ? You will not 
accomplish this object. The two sovereigns are bound by per- 
sonal ties, which it is not in the power of any person to break. 
But setting aside their private friendship, you unite their inte- 
rests when yen think to separate them ; for Prussia will be sup- 
ported by Russia in her projects of aggrandizement in Germany, 
she will soon find means to pass the limits which you now pre- 
tend to set her, and she will support in return the designs of 
Russia upon the Ottoman empire. Germany will be destroyed, 
the Ottoman empire overthrown, and the peace of Europe dis- 
turbed, and all this in consequence of your plan. 

If you would ascertain, my lord, what is the interest of Ger- 
many, consult its wishes ; for you certainly cannot suppose that 
the states both great and small are completely ignorant of what 
can save or ruin them : now all of them, one aione eaeetftedf 
consider Germany as ruined, if Saxony be annihilated. Hie 
kind of balance of power, which your plan tends to establish, is 
therefore the total derangement of all balance of power; its 
first consequence would be a dvil war in Germany, and in 
Europe a state of general convulsion, the effects of which Eng- 
land could scarce^ avoid feeling. * 

The eyes of Germany are fixed upon England $ she will sub- 
mit her cause to the tribunal of a just and enlightened nation, 
which, averse to eveiy act of violence, cannot sanction the sup- 
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pnMiou of ft people sttaclMd to the Eai^luh Bation by the ties 
of leligiopy arts, and oommerce. 

The obtervaitloBs iriuch J have taken the liberty to submit to 
your exeeUeAcy, are dictated by solicitude for the general wel- 
tee: for you are awarey my lord, tJiat private inleicit would 
induce me to bold a very different language : but I love my 
eooBtry and honour, and that very friendship which binds me 
^ to Russia, Austria, and Prussia, is but an additional motive witb 
ve to oppose prajectt dangerous for them^and ruinous to us. 
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ERNESTINE LINE 

OF THE HOUSE OF SAXONY, 



Having, in the precediog pages, traced the de- 
scent of the jilbertine, or younger branch of Ae 
House of Saxony, from the period Mrhen it sup- 
planted the elder or Ernestine line, let us now re* 
turn to the latter. 

It will be recollected that on the deposition of 
John Frederic, the Magnanimous, from the electoral 
dignity in 1547, certain towns and districts in Thu- 
ringia, and among the rest Weimar, Jena, and Eise- 
nach, were allotted to his family. It has also been 
Stated that the principality of Coburg devolved to 
him on the dea& of his half-brother, John Ernest, 
in 1553. To these possessions were added in the 
following year, by the convention of Naumburg, the 
districts of Altenburg, Sachsenberg, Herbisleben, 
and Eisenberg. 
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ANCIENT HOUSE OF SAXE-GOTHA. 



John Fkederic II. eldest son of John Fre- 
deric I. was the founder of the ancient House of 
Gotha. This prince had the misfortune to unite 
the ambition of recovering the dominions and dig- 
dities of which his jfather had been dispossessed 
with extreme credulity — qualities which rendered 
him an easy dupe to des^nii^ persons, and finally 
occasioned the loss of his states and his liberty* 
Thus we find that he was selected, in ] 55S, by a fe« 
male adventurer who pretended to be his aunt, 
Anne of Cleves, the divorced wife of Henry VIII. 
of England, as a fit subject for her impositions. 
She pretended that the report of the death of the 
princess, whom she personated, was false, that she 
had escaped to the continent with prodigious wealdi 
in money and jewels, among which were the crown 
jewels of England, a great part of which treasures 
she promised to the duke and his brothers. After 
she had thus amused him for a year and half, the 
accounts which reached him from various quarters, 
excited suspicion ; the pretended queen underwent 
various examinations, in each of which she told a 
different story respecting her origin and circum- 
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stances. At length she was led to the scaffold as if 
for execution^ and there solemnly declared that she 
was an illegitimate daughter of the duke of Cleves. 
The family of the latter, however, denied all know* 
ledge of the fact, and one John von Froemont, in a 
letter to the senate of Niimberg, whom she had so- 
licited to take charge of part of her treasures, says, 
that after great trouble, she was at length brought to 
confess that she was the daughter of a count, and had 
been waiting-woman to queen Anne, whose seal and 
and other valuables, she had contrived to secure 
after her death : that moreover, she had been mis« 
tress to Henry VIII. and the principal cause of his 
separation from the queen. She was doomed to so- 
litary imprisonment; but whether death released 
her from it, or she was set at liberty after die depo^ 
sitiqn of John Frederic, is not known. 

With equal fecility did this unfortunate prince 
grant his protection to William von Grumbach, a 
Franconian nobleman, who had instigated the mar- 
grave of Brandenburg to attack his liege lord the 
bishop of Wiirzburg. The bishop had in conse- 
quence sequestrated his estates, upon which Grum- 
bach caused him to be' assassinated. Being ac- 
cused of this crime by the successor of that prelate, 
he collected a band of adventurers, surprised Wiirz- 
burg in the night, plundered the city, and com- 
pelled the chapter to sign an engagement to restore 
his estates and to pay him a considerable sum of 
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money ivithin a stipulated time. For these pro« 
ceedings he was put to the ban of the empire as a 
robber and disturber of the public peace. In this 
situation Grumbacfa and his companions sought die 
protection of the duke of Gotha. They filled his 
mind with the most absurd notions^ and set befcnre 
him the flattering prospect of recovering, through 
iheir means, ike honours and possessions enjoyed 
by his ^Either: assuring him that his pretensicMis 
would mfallibly be seconded by the Protestants of 
England and France. In spite of the conunands 
of the emperor and the admonitions of princes re* 
lated to him by bloody to withdraw his countenance 
from these obnoxious characters, the duke persisteB 
in harbouring them, upon which he was himsetf put 
to the ban. The execution of this sentence was 
intrusted to Augustus elector of Saxony, who, at 
the latter end of the year 1566, entered the coui^try 
with an army, and laid siege to Gotha. The city 
was obliged to capitulate on the 13th of April, 1567, 
on which d^.y, exactly twenty years befcMre, the 
duke's father lost his liberty in the battle of Miihl* 
berg. Among the prisoners exempted from pardon 
was a visionary, named Hansel Tausendschon, 
otherwise Hans Miiller, a native of Snndhausen 
near Gotha. This man asserted that he had seen 
and conversed with angels, who informed him, that 
in a neighbour's garden in his village was concealed 
a prodigious treasure in pure gold, which had becB 
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deposited there by an emperor, and was destined 
for none but the duke and himself. These angels 
were four in number, who paid him frequent 
visits ; but only one of them spoke to him, and 
this one had often said, that the duke should re* 
cover his father's electorate, and that the above- 
mentioned treasure should be dug up before the 
ensuing Whitsuntide. This fanatic stedfastly 
maintained the truth of his story even when put to 
the torture ; adding that the angels came out of a 
hole in the cellar and retired into it again ; that 
he once accompanied them by their desire, and 
there saw his grandfather and great-grandfather. 
The angels, be said, were about the size of boys 
three years old, wore ash-coloured garments, had 
black hats on their heads, white staves in their 
hands, and shrill voices just like those of young 
children. 

On the 18th of April, Grumbach, and some of 
his associates, were executed in the market-place 
of Gotha. Being disabled from walking, by the 
gout, he was carried in a chair to the block^ where 
he was greeted on his arrival by ei^t trumpeter^. He 
sat about a quarter of an hour upon the block, con- 
versing with the ecclesiastics,, who, . as he declared 
that he wished to die like a good Christian, adminis- 
tered to him the consolations of religion. He ^as 
then stripped, extended upon the block, nailed down^ 
and quartered ^ve. The executioner first cut out 
his hesfft and smote him with it in the face, sayings 



124 

'< Behold thy Mae heart, Grambach !" Brack, 
who had been chancellor to &e duke of Godia, was 
the next that suffered. He was led forth in a long 
black doak, with crape round his hat, saluted with the 
sound of trumpets, and quartered like Grumbach. 
David Baum^irtner, a Swabian baron, who had 
fled from his own country on account of debt, and 
joined Grumbach's troop, was beheaded. On the 
surrender of the city, this man might easily have 
escaped, had he not thought fit, at this unseasonable 
time, to parade the streets on a spirited horse, and 
wearing a hat adorned with feathers. His appear- 
ance induced the elector to inquire who he was, 
and having learned his name, he ordered him to be 
detained and secured. Another of the prisoners 
was beheaded, and a fifth hanged. Colonel Bran- 
denstein, who had been commandant of the fortress 
of Grimmenstein, was conducted to the scaffold 
with the same ceremonies as the others, but re- 
prieved. On the 26th, however, he was beheaded, 
and the same day Tausendschbn, the visionary, was 
hanged. The scaffold erected for this occasion, 
after being taken down, was sold to a peasant, who 
made a dwelling-room out of it. ^^This man," 
says Miiller, in his Annab, '^ could not have been 
either very squeamish or very timid.'^ 

The duke John Frederic was delivered up to the 
imperial commissioners, conveyed to Austria, and 
doomed to perpetual imprisonment at Neustadt. 
Here his noble consort, when her two sons had at- 
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tained such an age as no longer to need her carej; 
rejoined her unfortunate husband, and afforded to 
posterity a rare example of conjugal afFectioUy by 
sharing with him the hardships of captivity till her 
death. He soon followed her to the grave in 1595 f 
after a confinement of 28 years. 

Though the possessions of this unfortunate prince 
were originally promised to his brother John William^ 
yet at the diet of Spire, in 1570, diey were restored 
to the sons of the deposed duke, John Casimir and 
John Ernest, who afterwards agreed to divide Ihem 
with their uncle. By this partition the latter ob- 
tained Weimar, and the young princes Coburg. 

John Casimir and his brother were, during 
their minority, under the guardianship of their uncle 
John William and Augustus elector of Saxony. At 
the court of Augustus, at Dresden, John Casimir 
distinguished himself by bis dexterity and address 
in tilting, hunting, and shooting at a mark. Here he 
conceived a passion for Anna, the youngest daughter 
of the elector. The princess and her father fovoured 
his suit, and in 1586, the nuptials were consummated 
with extraordinary festivities. Soon afterwards he 
removed with his bride to his ovra capital, Coburg. 

The duke spent much of his time abroad with his 
tieighbours, in hunting, shooting,* and convivial par- 
ties, in which he took great delight, regardless of 
the solitary condition of his youthful wife. She felt 
it however die more severely, and in the very first, 
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year of dieir union^ cmnplained in her letters to her 
husband of his long and frequent absences, but with 
the strongest assurances of her tenderest affection. 
From some of these letters, which are still extant, 
it may be perceived that the princess, as was veiy 
natural at the age of nineteen, felt some disappoint- 
' ment in the privation of the society of the duke, and 
her love for him gradually abated. 

Jeronimo Scotto, a wily Italian, who called 
himself a count, and whom his cotemporaries 
styled a conjuror, had quitted his native country to 
try his fortune in Germany. He . was an adept in 
many arts and in sleight of hand ; could tell peo[de 
their thoughts, give entertainments without any pre- 
paration and as it were by the agency of obsequious 
spirits, cast nativities, and was conversant in astro- 
nomy stnd alchemy — qualifications which in diose 
times conferred great reputation and consequence. 
Thus accomplished, he appeared in 1579 at Co- 
logne, where he was well received b^ the elector 
Gebhard. He entertained him with his tricks, made 
a parade of his knowledge and pretensions, and art> 
iiilly turned the conversation to the beaudful females 
whom die negotiations for peace had then asseinbled 
at Cidogne. The elector, who was pleased with the 
subject, asked Scotto if he could procure him a 
sight of the most beautiful of these ladies. The 
conjuror joyfiilly replied in the affiimative, and 
•Uwedhim in a minor the channiog Aff^ of 
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Mannsfeldy with whom the elector formed an uc* 
quaintance by means of his cunning agent. She at 
length prevailed upon-him^ notwithstanding his ec* 
clesiastical profession^ to marry her, plunged him 
mio quarrels and wars^ and ultimately occasioned 
hk deposition and ruin. 

ScottOy aliter a variety of adventures^ became 
known to John Casimir, and in 159^ was settled at 
Coburg. Hie duke was a great lover of secret arts 
and sciences, and expended considerable sums in 
the acquisition of them. Many Italians 1^ Scotta 
w^e at this time spread over the continent, and dis* 
tinguished themselves by their success in all sorts 
of tricks, in gambling, and with the fair sex. They 
dug for treasures, summoned spirits, and contrived 
to dupe both high and low, and to fleece them of 
their money. John Casimir was acquainted with 
several of these empirics, and at last ht», in an evil 
hour for himself and his consort, introduced to him 
Jercmimo Scotto. 

This adventurer soon discovered the wetdc side of 
his ho^, and contrived to insinuate himsdf so com* 
pletely into the coi^dence of the duke and duchess, 
that the mfiituated pair resigned them«elve« implir 
citly to his directaooa^ While he pnmiked to ini- 
tiate the former into the most oaysterious arcana of 
science, he deceived Ae latter with his tricks, and 
W3tk tlie sissuranoe that he would remove the impe- 
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dimento to her becoming a mother. This had ever 
been the object of her fondest wishes, which hope 
pictured as the most effectual means of fixing the 
heart of her husband. The universal superstition 
of her age, inspired her with confidence towards 
Scotto, who abused her weakness, and fearing a dis* 
covery, found means to contract a tender intimacy 
between her and a young and amiable man, Ulrich 
von Lichtenstein, a gentleman of the duke's court. 
He then left Coburg, carrying widi him part of her 
jewels, which she had placed in his hands to sell for 
her, but with a promise to return and share with her 
the brilliant fortunes that awaited him. 

The mutual passion of the duchess and lichten- 
stein was too strong to admit of disguise : they be- 
trayed it themselves. The suspicions of the duke 
were awakened ; he discovered the secret, and re- 
solved to launch upon the lovers the utmost weight 
of a husband's ind^nation. He caused them to be 
apprehended, and appointed a particularcommission 
to inquire into the affair. The duchess, in letters 
to her husband and some of her relations, acknow- 
ledged her guilt. The former she implored not to 
doom her, a poor forlorn orphan, and young as she 
was, to a prison. She represented that she had no 
wish to retain the state and honours which she had 
hitherto enjoyed, and intreated him to consider her 
as his mental servant, but not to put her quite away 
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from him. She farther begged hun to spare the life 
of Lichtenstein^ otherwise his blood would be upon 
iier head. 

A relation of the duke's advbed him to pardon 
his wife, but her own family refused to receive hen 
At her exaimnation she voluntarily made the fol- 
lowing confession:-*-^' that she had had many con- 
versations with Scotto/ whoy among other thingSy 
had promised to put her into the way to become a 
mother. She had accordingly gone to his apart- 
menty where he took her hand and laid it upon a 
cross cut out of pasteboard, marked wiUi various 
characters and covered with wire. He then pro- 
nounced some words, all of which were unintel- 
ligible to her except the blessed Trinity. Upon 
this the wire twisted itself round her jSngers. In 
Xfais helpless situation^ he took advantage of her 
weakness^ and prevailed upon her to violate her 
duty, and to continue to allow him those privileges 
which were the exclusive right of her lord. He 
likewise obliged her to swear that on his return she 
would accompany him to Italy. Scotto then told 
her. that she would die before her husband, and have 
to .encounter great hardships : but if she would wish 
her husband to die first, all should go well with her. 
To this however she would not consent.-^He 
afterwards introduced to her Ulrich von Lich- 
tenstein, to whom she had completely surrendered 
her person. '^ AU these circumstances she con- 
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fessed widi tears^ intreating that her husband would 
attribute every thing to her inexperience, and for* 
give her on account of her youth ; as it was the 
villain Scotto who had deluded and plunged her into 
ruin. 

The tribunal at Jena adjudged both delinquents 
to be beheaded, which sentence the duke mitigated 
to perpetual imprisonment. The duchess was 
confined first at Eisenach, afterwards in the convent 
of $onnenfeld, and lastly in the fortress of Coburg, 
whei^'she died in l6l3. Lichtenstein, whose prison 
was a tower in the church-yard at Coburg, survived 
till 1633. 

The' duchess had languished six years in confine- 
ment, when John Casimir took for his second wife 
'Margaret, a princess of Brunswick. The following 
jactwiH. serve fo illustrate the sentiments of this 
prince. In derision of his repudiated wife, he 
caused a medal to be struck, upon which on the 
obverse he i^ represented kissing his new bride, 
with an inscription to this effect : How lovingly these 
ttw kiss ! Oh the reverse is seen the unhappy Anna 
in the monastic habit, with these woids : Who will 
idss me, miserable nunf These inscriptions form 'm 
the original language the foUovi^ing distich : 

Wie ktis^en sich die zwey so feia I 
Wer kiisst mich, armes Nonnelein ? 

— ^This medal, and a print of a similar kind, widi the 
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suae inscriptiony mev^lke -fM^sstHg^ors^ employed' 
with unmanly triumph by the duke^ to annowiee his' 
second' inaiiiage' to the wrbtched' pri^n^r/ aridUo 
revenge her infidelity^ >Io gt^net'al'he' was foa4 of 
equivbqiies. upon his ebinsy aa nnf ell as' > ^|^od 'ik€ 
marks which, he used to fire at,' a wh<lle, collection 
of which ^ atill preserved ia the* du^eal lii>rary at 
GothftJ. •>,,.' •■" ••.'•' ;» 

. John'CS^simir, to w:hojBi.Cqbui^ is indebted fcnr 
the foundation of its academy caQed tiieiG^fnnaiium, 
died without issue in 1633. 

The following circumstances will serve to de- 
monstrate the spirit of infernal barbarity in which 
the military operations of the thirty years' war in 
Germany were conducted. — In 1622 the quoft of 
troops furnished by Coburg was employed under 
the command of a Swedish officer in the siege of 
Cronach. In^a sally made by the townsmen, two 
of the latter being taken prisoners after a very ob- 
stinate resistance, were stripped naked, and their 
skin cut piece-meal from their bodies. In this state 
they are said to have been sent back to the town, 
carrying their skin in their hands. The people of 
Cronach, however, retaliated on the Coburgers by 
fleaing four of their prisoners alive, from the neck 
to the soles of the feet. 

John Ernest, to whom Eisenach had been 
previously allotted, succeeded his brother, whom he 
survived but a y^ar, and dying likewise without 
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issue in l6S4| his possessions reirerted to the line 
of Weimar. 

In the last-mentioned year, colonel Zehm was 
commandant of the fortress of Cobui^. Tlusofficer^ 
we are told^ was tormented by the devil in the figure 
of his wife, though the lady was still living, to such 
a degree, that when he sat down to table, the spirit 
would enter the room in his wife's form, so that the 
poor man was completely puzzled to distinguish 
which was his real helpmate* 
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HOUSE OF SAXE-WEIMAR. 



John William who founded this line was the 
second son of the unfortunate elector, John Fre- 
deric the Magnanimous, and brother to the still 
more unfortunate John Frederic II. This prince, 
soon after the accession of queen Elizabeth to the 
English throne, presented himself as a suitor for 
her hand, but on being refused by her, married a 
daughter of the elector-palatine. After the deposi- 
tion of his brother, in 1367, he at first governed his 
states alone, but in 1572^ ceded a considerable por« 
tion of them to his nephews. He died in 1573. His 
son Frederic William was founder of the line of 
Altenburg, and John continued the line of Weimar. 
The former became extinct in 1672, on which the 
possessions of that house, ought, according to the 
strict rules of lineal descent, to have devolved in 
equal portions to the two principal branches of the 
Ernestine line, those of Weimar and Gotha ; but 
the latter obtained the chief part, and the former 
only a small portion. 

John, the immediate ancestor of all the reigning 
houses of Saxony of the Ernestine line, died in 1605 
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in his 36th year. By his consort^ Dorothea Maria, 
daughter of prince Joachim Ernest^ of Anhalt, he 
had eleven sons, eight of whom survived him. 

Dorothea Maria was a warm patroness of the 
arts and sciences. She herself and her sister 
learned Latin and Hebrew, a few years before she 
died, of Wolfgang Ratichius, an eminent linguist, 
who' had then recently invented a new method of 
instruction. By her will she bequeathed 20,000 
florins for the purposp of making a better provision 
for the professor!^ of the university of Jena. The 
death of this princess was accelerated by an acci- 
dent. Hiding with some attendants near the river 
Ilm, she thought she perceived a poor man or 
woman sitting opi the bank. She therefpre felt for 
hev purse, but at this moment her horse began to 
plunge, and at last les^pecl with her into the river. 
The duchess was carried fifty paces down the 
stream, "before any of her attendants could come up 
to her assistance ; . but sh^ had presence of mind, 
and strength sufficient to keep herself ^above water, 
till one of her retmue swam tOt her and brought her 
safely out. of the nver. She had .sustained no 
bodily injuiTj, buta-.cold and, the fright consequent 
on . the accident terminated her life twelve days 
afterwards, in l6l7. All the cptemp^rary accounts 
relate that the cause of this catastrophe was fjot a 
human being, but a spectre, which frightecied the 
horse, and this assertion was repeated in a l^atia 
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inscription upon a'monament erected on the spot to 
commemorate the event* 

John Ernest the younger, died in Hungary, 
in 1628. 

William succeeded his brother. During the 
reign of this prince, in consequence of the ravi^ea 
of the thirty years' war, Jena was af&icted, in the 
spring of 1630, with such a famine, thatrmaay persons, 
unable to procure even oat-bread, were obliged to 
subsist upon wild roots. Numbers died of famine, 
in their houses and upon the high-roads. In May 
the dearth was so great that the people had recourse 
to grass and leaves to appease their hunger, and 
wherever the carcass of any animal was thrown 
away, the poor fell upon and devoured it. 

In l6S9> the possessions of Eisenach andCoburg 
devolved to the houses of Weimar and Altenburg, 
and in the following year, William divided these as 
well as die patrimonial dominions, with hiid two 
surviving brothers, Albert and Ernest. Weimar 
fell to his own share; Albert obtained Eisenach, 
and Ernest Gotha. Alb^t, however, died without 
issue, on which his portion was divided between 
the other two. 

Bemardf the youngest brother of these princes, 
was one of the most distinguished military com- 
manders of his ^e, and iirom his achievements was 
sumamed the Great* In thirty-four engagements 
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victory crowned his efforts^ and proved inconstant 
to him on one occasion only. 

In the famous battle of Lutzen, in which the 
Protestant religion lost its greatest champion^ Gus- 
tavus Adolphus of Sweden, Bernard, who com- 
manded the left wmg, on learning the death of the 
king, put himself at the head of the army, and 
cheered the troops in these words,— ^* Swedes^ 
Fins, and Germans ! yonr and our champion of 
liberty is fallen! To me life is not life, unless I 
revenge his. death. Charge the enemy bravely, and 
prove that ye loved the king. Follow me, and fight 

■ 

like honourable and gallant soldiers. God witk 
us!" The personal valour of Bernard, who was 
wounded, and his brother, duke Ernest, materially 
contributed to the success of that glorious day. 

In 1633, during the operations on the Danube, X 

where the enemy had destroyed the bridge of Deck- 
endorf, the duke determined to cross the river in a 
small boat. The boatman who conducted k,. ran 
it in his fright against one of the piers of the bridge 
vidth such violence, that all on board had well nigh 
gone to the bottom. ^' Friend!" cried the un* 
daunted prince, ^^be not afraid, put thy trust in 
God, he will not forsake us !" The vessel reached 
the shore without farther accident. 

In 1634, the city of Niirdlingen, in Swabia, 
being besieged by the imperial army, and reduced 
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to the utmost extremity by famine ; Bernard^ unaUe 
to withstand the feelings of his heart, determined to 
attempt the relief of the place. ^* I promised 
them succour/' said the hero; ^^ and I will keep 
my word/^ Some of his generals would have 
dissuaded him fronk an engagement ; but he over- 
ruled their objections, gave battle, and was for 
once defeated. His army consisting of 30,000 
Germans and Swedes, was opposed to 70,000 
Austrians, Italians, and Spaniards, who were thrice 
as strong as their adversaries in cavalry and artillery. 

The Protestant princes soon afterwards formed 
an alliance with France, and the duke being at Pari», 
was asked by one of the courtiers. Comment files 
vouspaurperdre la bataille^ The duke drily re- 
plied, Je vous le dirai, Monsieur ;je croyois la gagner 
et je la perdia— then turning sharply round, he 
inquired. Qui est le sot qui me fait cette questum? 

On another occasion father Joseph, the confidant 
of cardinal Richelieu, was talking to the duke about 
the future operations of the war, and pointing out 
to him, upon a map, the towns which ought to be 
taken. Bernard listened to the friar a long time 
with the utmost patience, and then interrupted him 
with this observation : Cela serait bon, Monsieur 
Joseph, si Von prenoit les villes avec les bouts des 
doigts. 

The duke treated the king himself in the same 
Munt manner. As he was not a reigning i^Vereign, 
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Lewis XIII. required of him a great deal of respect. 
When therefore Bernard was admitted to an au- 
dience of his majesty, he was not offered a seat, 
and it was intimated to him that he was expected to 
be uncovered. Bemardf however, kept his hat oa^ 
and reached himself a chair, Up<m(tbis the kii^ 
was retiring, but Richelieu . called him back, and 
the duke gave his majesty .to understand diat he 
was not to consider him as an officer, but as an ally. 
The audience then took place, and Bernard after- 
wards won the high esteem of the royal family. He 
refused the staff of a marshal of France, as well as 
the hand of the duchess d'Aiguillon, a relative of 
cardinal Richelieu, because he thought her an un- 
suitable match for a prince of the elder branch of 
the house of Saxony; . . 

In I6d6, during the siege of Alsace, he received 
so severe a wound in the fore-finger of his Iisft hand 
that he was obliged to suffer amputation. This 
finger is still preserved at Weimar.^ , In. 1638, he 
reduced the strong fortress of Breisach, after an 
obstinate siege. The possession of this place was 
eagerly coveted by France. Marshal Guebriant> 
who eqjoyed the confidence of the duke, was therq- 
£Dre commissioned to negotiate with him for the 
cession of it to the king, who promised that in 
return he would enforce the claims of Bernard and 
his house to Thuringia and Saxony. The marshal 
barai^ed him on die subject in a long speech, to 
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iNrhich the duke lacomoally replied : Cest demander 
duneJiUe son pucellage, et d un homme de Hen son 
honneur. 

This answer was, perhaps^ the cause of his pre- 
mature death ; for France found that it was the in- 
tention of this prince to form a frontier power in 
Germany to counteract the ambitious views of the 
court of Paris. From this time his destruction waff 
determined upon. Twice did his constitution tri- 
umph over the murderous attempts of his enemies ; 
but a third time they proved more successful. He 
expired at Neuburg, on the 8th of July, 1689, 
after a most painful illness of five days, occasioned 
by poison, as was. ascertained when his body was 
opened. 

The corresppndence of this prince with the im- 
perial and other courts, and with various generals 
both of the Swedish and the hostile party, between 
the years 1635 and 1638, is preserved in the ducal 
library at Gotha, in fifteen tHick folio volumes* 

John Ernest, succeeded his father, duke Wd^ 
liam, in the priqcipality of Weimar, in 1662. His 
brother, Adolphus William, established, himself at 
Eisenach; John George at Marksuhl, and Bernard 
at Jena. In 1671 1 the line of Eisenach became- 
extinct, by the death of the young prince William 
Augustus, on which, John George removed from 
Marksuhl to Eisenach. Thus three different lines' 
werefouodedinl652, at Weimar, Eisenach, and Jena* 
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In the same year the principalities of Altenburg and 
Coburgy devolved to the houses of Weimar and 
Gotha. John Ernest died in 1683. 

William Ernest and his brother John Er- 
nest reigned jointly till the death of the latter in 
1707. His son, Ernest Augustus, was then as- 
sociated in the government with the former till his 
death, in 1728. 

The cabinets of coins and curiosities, and the 
library at Weimar, were founded by William Ernest 
in 1 700, and the Gymnasium illustre of the same 
city in 1714. 

On the failure of issue male of the line of Jena, 
in 1690, its possessions were divided between Wei- 
mar and Eisenach. 

Ernest Augustus alone, d. 1748, 

During his reign in 1741, the line of Eisenach 
became extinct, and that principality was reunited 
with Weimar. 

Ernest Augustus Constantine, married in 
1756 Anna Amelia, daughter of Charles duke oi 
Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, and died in 1758. After 
his decease, the regency was vested in his widow 
as guardian of the present duke tiH 1775. The 
patronage bestowed by this princess on learning and 
science, have endeared her memory to the people of 
Weunar. Her enlightened encouragement and the 
patronage of her son collected round the court a 
galaxy of genius, in which the names of a Wieland, 



141 



Schiller^ Herder, and Gbthe, shine with resplendent 
lustre, and have caused this little capital to be cha- 
racterized as the Athens of Germany. 

Charles Augustus, the reigning prince, born 
September 3, 1757, succeeded his father. May 28, 
1758, married October 3, 1775, Louisa^ daughter of 
Louis IX. landgrave of Hesse Darmstadt. Their 
children are : 

Charles Frederic, hereditary prince, bom 1783, 
married, in 1804, Maria Paulowna, daughter of 
Paul I. and sister of the emperor Alexander of 
Russia. 

Carolina Louisa, bom 1786, married in 1810, to 
Levtris, hereditary prince of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. 

Charles Bernard, horn 1792. 

By the treaty signed in Congress at Vienna, in 
IB 15, the title of Crrand^ke is conferred on the 
reigning prince of the house of Weimar, with such 
an addition to his territories as shall comprise a 
population of 50,000 souls. 



V 



142 



MODERN HOUSE OF SAXE-GOTHA. 



Ernest, sumamed the Pious, the founder of 
lihb, house, was the ninth son of John, duke of 
Weimar. On his accession to the government, in 
1640, he found his country desolated by a long an4 
bloody war, and the people plunged into the grossest 
ignorance, from the total neglect of all instruction^ 
moral and religious. His first care was, dierefore^ 
to reform the church, and to establish schools for 
ihe education of the lower classes. He ordered 
under severe penalties, that all persons should senfl 
Iheir children to the9e schools, as soon as they were 
five years of s^ ; and such was the success of his 
regulations, that it became a conimon saying that 
" the boors of Thuringia were better educated than 
the gentry of other countries." By his command 
Seckendorf undertook his voluminous and valuable 
History of Lutheraflism ; for which the duke sup- 
plied him with manuscript materials and documents. 
This work, which is written in Latin, furnishes a 
complete history of the rise and progress of the 
Reformation in all the countries of Europe. Er- 
nest likewise formed the plan and defrayed the ex- 
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pense of publishing the Bible widinotes^ composed 
by as many able Protestant writers as there are 
book^ in the Old and New Testament, which has 
alway» been held in high esteem, under the denomi- 
nation of the Weimar Bible. 

The duke was particularly solicitous that the 
cures and schools should be supplied with ministers 
and masters properly qualified for those situations. 
He always carried about with him a list of both, 
and Would vint them familiarly in his joumies. One 
day, in passing through a village, he entered the 
minister's house, inspected his library, and per- 
ceiving his Bible covered with dust, he put a gold 
diicat at the beginning of the book of Revelations, 
unobserved by the divine. The following year, he 
paid another visit to the same priest, and inquired 
concerning his method of reading the saored volume. 
The minister told his highness that it was his prac- 
tice to read over the whole Bible once in every four 
months, together with the criticsd . observations^ 
and that he spent some hours every day in the study 
of a particular book, and in perusing the best com- 
mentators vdio had written upon that book. His 
highness then took up the Bible^ opened it, and to 
the no small confusion of the clerical hypocrite, 
found the ducat where he had laid it the preced* 
ing year. 

AU persons who held oflices of trust under this 
prince were annually examined by himsdf/ and if 
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any of them was found to have wilfuQy violated his 
duty, he directed the 101st Psalm to be read to 
the offender in his presence, and discharged him 
from his service. Hence originated the proverb 
applied to unfaithful stewards:— *^ The prince's 
psalm will be read to you/* 

He frequently repeated these words :^— '' Princes 
are formed of earth, rule on earth, and return to 
earth." 

In 1645 the possessions of the house of Gotfaa 
were enlarged with part of Eisenach, and in l672> 
with the principal portion of the territories of the 
line of Altenburg. 

By the duchess Elizabeth Sophia, only daughter 
of John Philip duke of Altenburg, Ernest became 
the father of eighteen children, of whom seven sons 
survived him. He died in 1675. 

Frederic I. eldest son of Ernest, divided the 
paternal dominions with his brothers Albert, Ber- 
nard, Henry, Christian, and John Ernest, upon 
which the house of Gotha was divided into various 
lines, which were called after their places of resid- 
ence. In this partition Frederic retained Gotha. 
To prevent the farther dismemberment of his do- 
minions, he introduced the lajnr of primogeniture, 
by which the eldest son enjoys the whole estate on 
making suitable provision for the younger branches 
of the family. He assisted in person with his bro- 
ther Ernest duke of Saxe-Hildburgbausen, in re- 
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lieving Vienna when besieged by the Turks, in 
1683. 

Frederic II. succeeded his father in 1691^ and 
died in 1 732. By the princess Magdalena Augusta, 
of Anhalt Zerbst, he had eighteen children, of whom 
Augusta, was married, in 1736, to Frederic Lewis, 
prince of Wales, by whom she became the mother 
of the present venerable and beloved sovereign of 
the British empire. 

John William, brother to this prince, was distin^ 
guished for his military talents. In I696, he served 
in the allied army under king William III. in Flan- 
ders, as actjutant-general to his majesty. He after- 
wards entered into the Swedish service, was in the 
early campaigns of Charles XII. and subsequently 
signalized himself in Italy, under prince Eugene of 
Savoy. He was killed by a musket-shot during the 
siege of Toulon, in 1707. 

Frederic III. died 1772. 

Ernest II. died 1804. 

Augustus, the reigning duke of Gotha and 
Altenburg, bom November 23, 1772; succeeded 
his father in 1804. He married, firstly, in 1797, 

Louisa, daughter of Frederic Francis, duke of 
Mecklenburg Scbwerin, who died in 1801 ; and, 
secondly, in 1802, Caroline Amelia, daughter of 
William, elector of Hesse. By his first consort he 
has one daughter. 

Dorothea Louisa, born December 21, 18Q0. 
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HOUSE OF SAXE-COBURG. 



In the divisioa of the dominions of Eraest the 
PiouSy Coburg fell to the share of his second son^ 
Albert, at whose death, without issue, in 1697, 
the possession of this principality was long a sub- 
ject of dispute between the houses of Gotha, Mei-* 
Aungen, Hildburghaus^n, and Saalfeld. This con- 
tention was not finally adjusted till 1735, when the 
town wnd district of Coburg were adjudged to the 
house of Saalfeld, and Sonneberg and Neuluius to 
Meinungen* 
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HOUSE OF SAX&MEINUNGEN. 



B^RJKARDy third son of Ernest the PuMiBy- ob- 
tauied tbis portioii of the pateroalposeessibns. 

Ekn^t Lewis, sacoeeded hia fadier in -1706^ 
and died in n94s His brothero, 

Frederic William and Anthony Ulsich, 
reigned conjointly till the death of the former^ in 
1746. The government was then vested in Anthony 
Uhrich alone till his decease in 1763. 

George Frederic Charles^ died in 1803. 

Bernard Eric Freund, the reigning duke, 
bom December 17, 1800, succeeded his father, 
December 24, 1803, under the guardianship of his 
mother. 



h^ 



148 



HOUSE OF SAXE-ROMHILD. ' 



HknbV, fourth son of Ernest the Pious, kad 
Romhild allotted for his portion. . On his death, 
in 1710, without issue, the district of Romhild was 
possessed in common by the houses of Meinungen 
and Saalfeld. 
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HOUSE OF SAXE-EISENBERG. 



Christian^ fifth son of Ernest the Pious, ob- 
tained certain districts of Altenburg, and fixed his 
residence at Eisenberg. This prince was a man of 
an honourable upright mind, and a tolerable profi- 
cient in languages and sciences. In the solitary 
leisure left him by die concerns of his little state, he 
fell, however, into the reveries of the alchemists, and 
fancied that he saw gold and spirits where neither 
was to be seen. At that time, and for some cen- 
turies before, it was a mania common among princes 
to strive to increase their wealth wid importance by 
the practice of the art of making gold, and if they 
could produce medals of what was termed chemical 
gold, their happiness was complete. 

Our Henry IV. exhorted all his subjects, in four 
proclamations, to apply themselves with the utmost 
diligence, to the discovery of the philosophers' stone, 
that by such means the nation might be relievec) 
firom its debts. He encouraged the clergy in par- 
ticular to this pursuit by the representation, ^' that 
as they were so fortunate as to transform bread and 
wine into the body and blood of Christ, it would be 
very easy for them to convert a base metal into one 



of nobler quality/' No sovereign was more strongly, 
addicted to alchemy^ than the emperor Rodolph II.; 
he was wholly absorbed in it, and therefore invited 
to his court the oracl^ of the art, the celebrated 
Sendivogy to assist him in his operations. The em- 
peror Leopold I. had also many of these artists aboat 
him. Augustus elector of Saxony, as we have al- 
ready seen, was reputed to have made greater pro- 
ficiency in alchemy, than any of these princes. 
Margrave John^ of Brandenburg, received from his 
favourite study the surname of the Alchemist, and 
he was prouder of this title than of the electoral 
dignity. Duke Frederic V. of Wirtemberg, duke 
Francis II. of Saxe-Lauenburg, margrave Frederic 
Ernest of Culmbach, and prince Augustus of Anhalt, 
are also recorded to have been successful alche- 
mists. Prudent statesmen, nevertheless, exerted 
their efforts to check this folly, and one of them em- 
phatically says :— " I never yet saw a state which 
could declare with truth that it had grown rich by 
means of alchemy. May God divert the minds and 
understandings of all princes from* such vanities and 
absurdities !'' 

These warnings rung in the ears of duke Christian, 
without producing any other effect upon him than 
perhaps to excite his pity for the ignorance of those 
by whom they were ^ven. He constructed a com- 
plete laboratory for his favourite pursuit, was jn 
correspondence vrith the most eminent alchemists 
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of bis timOy and wds known to the adepts in England 
as well as in Geimany, by the name of Theophilus^ 
abbot of the Blessed Virgin of Lausnitz. The dope 
of many a swindler, he at lei^di contracted debts, 
which he was never able to discharge. He con- 
aoled himself with the notion that spirits would in<^ 
faUibly relieve him from his embarrassments^ even 
when^^he was necessitated to reduce his estabhsh-* 
ment^ and had but few resources to supply the meana 
of living like a prince.— A journal, in the duk^'a 
hand^writing, relative to his intercourse with five 
supposed spirits, and the magnificent promises made 
by them, is a singular monument of human credulity* 
It embraces the period between A]»ril, 1696, and 
March, 1706. It appears that the sum promised 
him by tlie spirits, during this time, if he would have 
patience^ exceeded five millions of dollars i& ready 
money, besides bullion and jewels to ten times that 
amoimt. The journal contains, moreover, a minute 
statement of the purposes to which the duke intended 
to apply these treasures ; an estimate of the value of 
the diamonds and* pre<aou8 stones, and a ''calculation 
of the prodigious power and energy both of the red 
and white multiplied and fennented tincture,'' re^ 
dueed witb incredible pains and patience into tables 
-—an operation which idone might suffice to tum the 
brain of an ordinary person. 

If the supposed appearances of the spirits which 
conversed with the duke, and made him sa^ profuse 
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promises, vtere mere illusions of the imaginatioP| 
they must have been more lively than any of which 
I can form a conception ; if not, they may have been 
comedies that were acted widi the deluded alchemist. 
It seems more than probable that a madame v<m 
Unruhe, a confidante of the duke, who is frequently 
mentioned in his journal, performed an important 
part in these transactions, and that the spirit called 
Job was a worthy assistant. To some such agency 
may also be ascribed the following adventure. 

In 1705, the duke was reclined on a couch in his 
cabinet, meditatingon his mystical concerns, when^ 
he heard a knock at his door. He was at a loss to 
imi^ine how any person coiild have come thus far, 
unobserved by his guard and attendants, and vrith6ut 
being announced. He nevertheless cried : ^' Come 
in!" and a female in the old-feshioned dress of a 
princess entered the apartment. A chill came over 
the duke, but mustering his spirits and having c<m-* 
vinced himself that he was awake, he questioned the 
visitor as to her name and errand. 

** Be not afraid," mildly replied the lady ; ^^ I am 
not an evil spirit. No harm shall befall you. I am 
Anna, a jH'incess of your family ; the unfortunate 
wife of duke John Casimir*." You know my history? 

'^ I do,'' answered the duke ; *^ but what now dis- 
turbs your rest, and brings you back into the world P* 

t 

* For the story of this princess, see p. 135-^131. • 
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" I have something to request of you. I died 
without being reconciled to my husband. God iti 
his justice has appointed a certain term for our re- 
conciliation, and that term approaches. You are 
chosen to accomplish our re-union. Though I am 
happy, I am not yet admitted before the throne of 
God, but have hitherto resided in a retired place of 
agreeable repose : whereas my inexorable husband 
still hovers between time and etertiity, in darkness 
and cold, but not without hopes of happiness." 

" But how is it possible that — — ." 

" Believe my words. What I tell you is truth. 
How many things are there which the human under- 
standing cannot comprehend, and which nevertheless 
exist! Experience will be your teacher yonder, 
where we all see, feel, and believe, what here never 
entered into our limited conceptions.*' 

The duke was struck dumb, and the spirit thus 
proceeded : 

** We are rejoiced to find you chosen to be ihc 
instrument of our reconciliation. Thank God widi 
us that he has been pleased to appoint you such. — 
I give you eight days to consider of the matter. I 
shall then return at this hour to learn your deter- 
mination. God be with you ! " ^ 

The spirit vanished, leaving the duke absorbed in 
meditation on what he had seen and heard. He re^ 
solved to consult Christian Hofkunz, a celebrated 
divine of Torgau, afterwards confessor to the queen 
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of Poland, how to proceed in this affair. Hof kunz, 
with aU his casuistry, was not a little embarrassed. 
At lei^th he wrote to the duke, that '^ if there wad 
nothing superstitious in the business of the recoiN 
ciliation, he might undertake it ; but he ought first to 
examine whether he had courage sufficient, and duly 
prepare himself by prayer for the important duty.** 

The appointed time arrived, and the duchess again 
made her appearance. She saluted the duke, and 
asked if he were willing to comply with her request. 
He answered that he would, provided nothing su- 
perstitious or contrary to the word of God were re- 
quired of him. 

^* Nothing of the kind is required/' said the 
duchess. *' You are acquainted with my history?'' 

"lam." 

" My husband dealt hardly by me. In vain did 
I solicit his forgiveness . on my death-bed : he re- 
mained unmoved. In order therefore that we may 
both become happy, and be admitted to the . divine 
presence, we vnsh to be reconciled. I have already 
informed you where we are at present. These abodes 
we are now to leave, with the permission of the Al- 
mighty, who has selected you to promote this good 
work." 

" Whatiam I to do ? and how am I implicate^ in 
^us matter?" 

** Be ready to-morrow night to receive my hus- 
l>and and me: for I alone have power to cpoie 
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in the day-time, but not my husband. We mtl 
intreat you to be the umpire between us, to join our 
hands in token of reconciliation^ to pronounce upon 
us the blessing of the Lord, and then to praise him 
along with us." 

The duke promised to comply, and the lady dis^ 
appeared. His Highness then prepared to give a 
fit reception to his expected guests. He ordered 
wax candles to be lighted and placed upon a tabid 
between the bible and prayer-book, doubled the 
guards at the door of his apartments, gave himself 
up to spiritual meditations, prayed and awaited the 
time with firmness, though not with perfect cora-^ 
posure. Precisely at eleven, the duchess entered, 
lively and friendly as ever, and stated her case to th^ 
duke. After her came her husband, gloomy and 
pale, and delivered what he had to say, in a harsh and 
unkind manner. '^ Now decide,'' exclaimed the 
duchess, ^' thou, in whom we place our confidence, 
beloved descendant of our race !" 

Christian, influenced perhaps rather by gallantry^ 
pity for the souls that had not yet attained repose, 
love of peace, and a desire to extricate lymself fi'onl 
the affair, than by any other reasons, decided that 
duke Casimir was in the virong, and exhorted him 
to be reconciled with his beautiful consort. " Thou 
hast spoken vrisely and justly,'* said the spirit. " I 
am reconciled with my wife." 

The duke then joined his ice-cold hand to the 
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warm soft hand of the princess^ and pronounced a 
benediction over them. Both said ^' Amen!" and 
the duchess kindly added : ** Receive our thanks.'' 
Upon this the duke began to sing the Te Deum lau- 
damusy in which he was accompanied by both his 
guests. When they had finished, the princess ad- 
dressed him in these words : — ** Your reward for 
this your love .and goodness, you will receive from 
God, and soon be with us." The spirits then dis- 
appeared, and left the duke overpowered by feelings 
of awe, which the promised reward could not fail 
to excite. The guards, according to their report, 
heard no part of this conversation, except what viras 
said by the duke, neither did they see the apparitions. 
Christian acquainted his adviser Hof kunz, with all 
the circumstances, and b^an to prepare for his end, 
which happened about two years afterwards. His 
chemical operations in his laboratory, to which he 
almost entirely confined himself, had destroyed his 
health, and he expired at the age of 57 years, totally 
exhausted and worn dovm to a shadow. Dying 
without issue, the whole of his possessions devolved 
to the house of Gotha. 
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HOUSE OF SAXE-HILDBURGHAUSEN* 



Ernest^ sixth son of Ernest the Pious, obtained 
in the partition of the dominions of that prince the 
town of Hildburghausen, and some other districts, 
to which he afterwards added part of the possessions 
of the extinct house of Coburg. 

Ernest Frederic I., succeeded his father in 
1715, and died in 1724. 

Ernest Frederic II. d. 1745. 

Ernest Frederic III., d. 1780. His first 
wife was Louisa, daughter of Christian VI., king of 
DenmaiiiL. He married secondly, the daughter of 
Frederic Christian, margrave of Brandenburg Bay- 
reutb ; and thirdly, a daughter of Ernest Augustus, 
duke of Saxe- Weimar. 

Frederic, thie reigning duke, bom April £g, 
1763, succeeded his fiather, Sept. 23, 1780, and 
married in 1785, Charlotte Georgina Louisa Frede- 
rica, daughter of Charles Louis Frederic, duke of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, and niece to the queen of 
Great Britain. By this princess he has issue 

Catherine Charlotte Georgina^ born June 17, 
1787^ married in 1805 to prince Paul, second son 
of the king of Wirtemberg. 
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Joseph George Frederic^ hereditary prince, bom 
Aug. 27, 1780. 

Theresa Charlotte Louisa, bom 1792, and mar- 
ried in 1810, to Charles Lewis, prince-royal of Ba- 
varia. 

Charlotte Louisa Frederica, bom 1794, married 
in 1813, to the reigning prince of Nassau-Weil- 
burg. 

George Charles Frederic, bom 1796. 

Frederic William Charles Josq>h, horn 1801. 

Edward William Christian, bom 1804. 
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HOUSE OF SAXE-COBURG-SAALFELD. 



John Ernest, seventh son of Ernest die Pious, 
was the founder* of this house, originally called 
Saxe-Saaifeld, till, upon obtaining the principality of 
Coburg, it assumed the above title. 

Christian Ernest and. Francis Josias, 
governed jointly after the death of their father in 
17^> ^1 the decease of Christian Ernest, in 
17579 left his brother the sole possessor. He died 
in 1764. 

Ernest Frederic, d. ISOO. 

Francis Frederic Anthony, married firstly, 
in 1776, Emestina Frederica Sophiia, daughter of 
duke Ernest Frederic Charles, of Saxe-Hildburg- 
hausen, who died in the same year ; and secondly in 
1777, Augusta Carolina Sophia, daughter of count 
Henry XXIV. Reuss of Ebersdorf, by whom he 
had issue : 

Ernest Anthony Charles Lewis, the 
reining duke, bom Jan. 2, 1784, succeeded his 
bisfiather, Dec. 3, 1806. 

His brothers and sisters are ; — 

Sophia Frederica Carolina Louisa, bom Aug. 18, 
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1778, and married in 1804 to count Mensdorf, a 
colonel in the Austrian service. 

Antoinetta Ernestina jimelia, bom Aug 19, 17799 
married in 1798 to Charles Alexander Frederic, 
brother to the king of Wirtemberg, a general in the 
Russian service, and governor of Livonia, Esthonia, 
and Courland. 

Juliana Henrietta Ulrica, bom Sept. 23, 1781, 
married in 1796 to the grand-duke Constantine of 
Russia^ when she assumed the name of Anne Feo* 
dorowna. 

Ferdinand George Augustus, bom March £8, 
1785. 

Maria Louisa Victoria, bom Aug. 17, 1786, 
married in 1803 to prince Emich Charles, of 
Leiningen, by whom she has been left a widow. 

JjEOPOLD George Christian Fredehic, 
bom Dec. 16, 1790, married May 2, 18l6, to her 
Royal Highness the Princess Chablotte qi 
.Wales. 



MBMOiRS 



OF THE 



ilottsie of ^aaetrGo&ttCQ^^aaXMlK^ 



Previously to the treaty of Congress, signed 

at Vienna in I SI 5, the possessions of the house of 
Saxe-<]!oburg-Saalfeldconif>rised 17^0ennan sq^uare 
miles, with a population, according to the c«nsus 
taken in 1812, of 57fi66 souls. They contain 
eight towns and £70 villages and hamlets. The re- 
venues of the prince amoimted in 1806 to4£6>413 
florins, or near 50,000/. sterling*. The inhabitants 
as well as the reigning femily, belong to the Lu- 
theran church, and are chiefly employed in trade 
and manu&ctures. Tho above-mentioned treaty 
secures to the duke of Coburg-Saalfeld^ an addi- 
tional territory of such extent as to comprise 20^000 



I - ■ -■ -■'• 



if It gpives me preat pleasure to be able^a furnish these data^ 
which are extracted from Storch's Sftaa6 und Adlrett Band^k 
(Weimar, 1S<I^^ ar thqr affiftn^ tlM fiaaf satisfaBtffSrfftfiCailDf 
of the sneers in which some persons have ignoraatly indulged on 
tile subject of Ae jieai&iaty iVsourcca df tlte Ik^usa ofd^u/jp: 
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inhabitants, so that his dominions and resources 
will be increased hy stbout one-third. 

We have seen that all the ducal houses of Saxony^ 
are branches of the elder or Ernestine line, which, 
without regard to primogeniture, long retainecf the 
custom of dividing theposj^essions lieft by the father 
among all his sons. In process of time, however, 
the law of primogeniture began to be adopted, but 
it was not introduced into the house of Saxe-Co- 
burg till the reign of Francis Josias, in the 
ndiddle of the 18th century. 

This prince, the great grandfather of the reigning 
diike, was respected by his neighbours as a man of 
the highest integrity, and beloved by his subjects as 
au excelleht sovereign. These qualities caused him 

* 

to be "iiitrusted with the guardianship .of some of 
the princes of the kindred houses of Saxony during 
their minority. IJe had four sons. The eldest, 
who succeeded him, married the princess Sophie 
Antoinette, sister to the celebrated prince Ferdinand, 
of Brunswick, as also to the qiieen of Denmark, To 
the consort of Frederic^ the Great, and to the 
grandmother of the preseait king of Prussia. By 
this union the house of Saxe-Cobuxg-Saalfeld be^ 
came nearly allied' to most of the reigning families in 
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Europe,, to which it was not previously rdated. 
Its connections were still farther extended by the 
marriage of the two daughters of this prince, the 
elder, Sophia, to the duke of MecU^iburg Schwerin 
(by whom she was mother to the present duke), and 
the younger,- AmeKay to Alexander, margrave of 
Brandenburg-Anspach and Bayreuth. 

The three younger sons of duke Francis Josias 
devoted themselves to the profession of arnois. 
Prince Christian, the elder, entered into die Aus- 
trian service, and during the seven years' war attained 
to considerable military distinctions, when ill health 
compelled him to quit die army. and return to 
Coburg. 

Ad^lphtLs, the third son, fell whilst very young, as 
colonel of a Saxon regiment of carbineers in the 
first Silesian war. 

The iburth and youngest of these brothers was 
Frederic JosiaSy the celebrated commander of Ihe 
allied 4irmies at the commencement of the war of 
.the French revolution. He entered at Ihe begin- 
.ning of the seven years' war into the Austrian service. 
Though then very young, the empress-queen, Maria 
Ther^a^ iljitrusted him with the command of the 
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Antpach regunem of coinissi^rs. He digiii£si6<l 
himself by his courage in Tarioos engagernvnts, and 
was wounded in the batde of CoIHn. H^ly ea^ 
teemed by the imperial court for his miM mniabk 
character, his valour, probity, and taknta^ he sooQ 
arrived at promofioiia and hooenrs. Both in GaU 
licia and Hungary, where he was invested with the 
tkkef mflitary eommaHid, an appointn^ent of very 
great importance, he was beloved and respected; 
indeed hia memorf is stiU reserved by the Hiai* 
garians, who have not forgotten' the protection ^vMch 
he afforded, to lh€ utmost of his power, to the 
numerous PfoteetaAts resident in that country. 
When the emperor Joseph II. commenced the laat 
Tuifctsh war, be assembled a particnlarly fine army, 
of near 10O,€0D men, mid direeCed his eftnti^ to die 
reduction of Belgrade. This army» was ecmimandod 
und^ the emperor, by fieUMMtfatshal Laudohn. The 
prince of Coburg was piaeed at the baad of a corps 
of 1^9,000 meuy destined paidy U cover die graad 
arai^^ and pardy to mahe a dfv^«sfOA in WaAaehia 
•and Miidavia^ by> ii4iich al9^ H "*!«» deiigned to 
eslablirii ^ CoimnHMeeftioiv wvth th0 Ramriana^ whose 
maiA foreo waa engaged lividi O^aahoiw^ aad some 



•dier fei^e$i»a» At die HUae tune th^t die fftmcn 
WB3 detached wid> his corps from die Auetiwi grand 
9nay, general Suworoff /waa detached with die tike 
views from the Russian* Hie senrioe upon which 
diese two distinguished xomioandera were aent, 
soon produced an tntimate friendship between them, 
which deadi idone intemqited. To them belongs 
die glory of the highly brilliant campaign which 
trough the war to such a speedy termination* 
CoBtiniially united in thair operations^ they reduced 
die whd|e of Moldairia and Wallachia, and re* 
peatedly vanquished the army of the grand-vizier^ 
dioiigh four times as strong as their own* Th0 
aaoit decbire of these victories oe^mned at Focksao 
and Martinestie. While Coburg and Suworoff vrere 
dms gainiag ^tory after victory, and deciding die 
isaue of the war, the imperial grand army had use* 
lessly lost die flower of its troops ip unimportap^ 
actions, and by disease ; and was theref<^e neces* 
etteted lo reUpqiiifih the honoMir Qf die campa^ tq 
prince Frederic Josiaa alow- 7%e ^nperor ^m 
appainted the prin«e t^ etm^mt ^mtf^^m 
fm peaoe widi the P<^, and nenrarded bi» slices 
with the rank of ieUUmanbal awl die grand «roia 
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of (he order of Maria Theresa, instituted for military 
merity-«>-a distinction the more valuable on account 
of the difficulty of earning it, and the sparing hand 
with which it is conferred. 

About this time commenced the war of the 
French revolution and the troubles in the Nether- 
lands. Leopold, who had now ascended the im- 
perial throne, summoned the prince of Coburg to 
the chief command of the allied army in the Ne- 
therlands, on which occasion the prince was also 
nominated field^marshal of the empire. With this 
sq>pointment no commander except the archduke 
Chairles alone has since been invested. The cam- 
paign of the prince, though obstructed by various, 
difficulties, partly thrown in the way by the court 
of Vienna itself, was nevertheless attended with the 
beGit success against the French. The young em- 
peror Francis II. honoured the prince with his con- 
fidence in a high degree ; at the same timetbe latter 
fouhd means to keep up the best understanding 
with the rest of thle allies— a circumstance univer- 
sidly iK^knowledged at the tutoe, and which must 
still be remembered by the duke of York, and n^any 
Engfish officers' im^r his conunand. 
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Hhfi vietory of Neerwindeo, the reductioa. lof 
Valenciennes^ and other achieven^ients of piince 
Freideric, are too well, known to need recapijtulatioii. 
The en^peror Francis who quitted the army about 
this period, reward^ed him with the diamond star of 
the order of Maria Theresa, which had been last 
worn by the renowned Laudohn. 

How terrible the name of prince Frederic had 
become to the republican French, is evinced by 
the well-known form of accusation : Complice de 
Pitt et Cobourg — a form which sealed the doom of 
thousands of unfortunate victims, and in which 
democracy associated together the names of those 
whom it considered as its two most dangerous 
enemies. 

Prince Frederic finding his plans and suggestions 
disregarded, or even impediments opposed to their 
execution, resigned the command, to the great morti- 
fication of the army, which was strongly attached tp 
him, because he treated it in every respect like a fa- 
ther. Clairfait was appointed his successor, but with 
the departure of the prince, fortune also seemed to 
have forsaken the banners of the allies. He re- 
tired to his native city^ where he attained to a se- 
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fene <Ai age, and tenumeffd his glormM earner iu 
Febnvuy^ 191^9 'mim J6fk year, deofily lumnktd 
by his ^unily, ud aincerely ^noumed by all Aoee 
who were acqwaintod wilii 4iis amiable ^KsposilieB 
and estiHiaMe qualitaea. T<> bim might justly be 

applied Ae expresnoacf tfM poet, 4kat— 

his a0e STM at a VHlijr vmler^ 

Frosty but kindly. 

Duke Ernest Frederic bad; by his consort, 
Sophie jintoinette, of Brunswick^ three children, 
two sons and one daughter. 

Francis, his eldest son and successor, made the 
scieQce of govemment his peculiar study. With a 
clear understanding he united a truly philanthropic 
heart and rare attainments, acquired in the indulgence 
of aji ardent passion for the sciejices and fine arts^of 
whiph, till his death, he was a zealous patron and 
admirer. 

Lewis, the second son, served under his uncle 
Frederic Josias, as an Austrian general, and died 
in the prime of life, at Coburg, in 1807. 

Puke Francis had three sons and four daughters 
by hi9 (consort^ a pripcess of the ancient and cele- 
brated house of the cpunts Reuss of Plauen. 
Gifted with a superior understanding, and adorned 
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ynfth rare aeeowplidimeiitfly Ait prmeess uniten all 
die softnets of her <mii eex wMi &e firmnefls of 
tlie <>dier. Undamited by Ike etor«ig c4 fate she 
never lost sight for a moment of her destination as 
a mfe and a mother. Amid ike f arioua piiraaits 
to iwhich her genius inclined, this eKtraordtnary wo- 
man made the most caroM eduoaition of her mi^ 
■lerous family the biuanoif, the recreailioii, and the 
happineas of her life. Hie tender attachment 
"ndiieh subsists between all the aurmiiig m ea ri^ et a of 
liie house ^ Cobuffg is her woilc^ her highest 
glory, and at die same time the swrest te«t of tho^ 
excdkaoe of her owa heart and of those of her 
diildren. 

By 4he marriage of the third dau^lter of duke 
Francis, who was amted by (fae name o( Jiwm 
Beodorowma to the grand-duke Coiiitaatipie, eldest 
brother of the. emperor Alexapsder, the hous^ ^of 
Coburg became iivtimately connected widi the court 
of Russia. In consequence of this alliiHiee the 
empress Cath^ne II. gave a military f^>poJiitment 
to the berecBlary prince, Emtst^ and destined also 
Lecpold, the youngest son of duke Francis, ^ the 
Russian service. Ilie latter, to wfiom the emperor 
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Leopold II. stood sponsor^ had been originidly de» 
signed for the Austrian service, but the early death 
of his majesty prevented the fulfilment of diese in- 
tentions, 

Ferdinand, the second son of duke Francis, how- 
ever entered into the Austrian service, under the 
auspices of his great-uncle, the field-marshal. 

The political convulsion, v^hich, in 1806, involved 
the v^hole north of Germany,, was attended with 
consequences peculiarly calamitous to the house of 
Coburg. . When, in the autumn of that year, the 
French approached the Saxon frontiers, duke Francis 
who was in very ill health, retired with his consort 
from Coburg to Saalfeld; which latter town i» 
situated beyond the very considerable range of 
mountains, known by the appellation of the Forest 
of Thuringia, and forming the barrier of North Ger- 
many. Prince Leopold, then but fifteen years old, 
was the companion and the support of his infirm 
father : for Ferdinand was detained by his duty i^ 

Austria, and the truly German spirit of prince Ernest 

« 

had carried him to the head-quarters of the king of 
Prussia, with whom be had been for some years on 
terniA of the closest firiendship. The French ap^ 
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peared before Saalfeld; the castle was stormed; 
and the ducal family which was in it^ exposed to all 
the dangers and horrors of that disastrous battle, 
which cost prince Lewis Ferdinand of Prussia his 
Ufe. This was more than the constitution of duke 
Francis^, already so much impaired by disease, was 
capable of supportmg ; he sunk under the accumu- 
lation of misfortunes, and died in the beginning of 
December, to the profound grief of his fa^y and 
country, which were left by his decease in a tculy 
disconsolate situation. 

No sooner was Buonaparte inarmed that the he-> 
reditary prince Ernest, now duke of Coburg, was 
at the Prussian head-quarters, than he issued a 
proclamation declaring him his particular enemy, 
and caused formal possession to be taken of his 
territories. A French intendant and commandant 
were appointed exclusively for Coburg ; all the pro • 
perty belonging to the ducal fsunily was seized, and 
a very heavy contribution imposed uppn th§ country, 
wliich had already suffered most severely from the 
passage of great part of the French army, from the 
battle at Saalfdd, and. from, the consequent (dundei' 
of the town and envu'ons. 
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Doraig this period of diitresB^ prince LecqpcM 
remauwd wilh hit afflicted nodier, wko, but for 
him <«vo«ld have been entirely deserted, ftltentiv^y 
watcUttg over the interests of his fionily. 

Duke Einest, the faithful companum of the king 
of Prussia 10 tiie eventfiil battle of AuersMt, 
proved on diat occaMon to his oneoiiiM how aideat 
a love of G^Hian independenGO and how lofty a 
principle of honour resided within his bosom. Ha 
would rather have sacrificed himself and his own 
possessions, than have deserted the cause of hie 
royri friend in his odverstty^ One nif^t-^tfiat night 
of unparalleled rout, confiiaion, and dismay, which 
at die ^ame time enveloped all Ihe duke's prospects 
in hopeless despair-^e rode with the king between 
the French wateh-A-es towatds the Harz. He kept 
constantly with the king when almost everyone else 
had abandoned him ; he ateompanied Ins Mc^slif 
to die dreary wiUs of Poland, to Konigsberg, and 
Meflsel;and as if fate had been determined to put 
hie eenstaoey to overy pos^Me trial, he wue disse 
tmzed with "the epidennc nervous lever, from whieh 
he hada very narrow escape with his life. 

It was not till the peace of Tilsit, that bya p«rti» 
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«iilMr»ti}>iiUtkii,tiBe haiue of Saxtf-Cobiu^Aalfeld 
WAS teHsigMed in its pofsessiaw*. JDidie Emcrt^ 
ke^ever, on Us retuni to Us capttal^ fowtti iiuk 
fiMiiices diliipidated by the Ffends aotluisitee^ «»* 
rioiis htslitiilioiisy ttfafch he§om the war wese in a 
flourisiiiiig state, attdr^ ruined^ and Us comntay to 
tha kttt dcgffw impcnresisbcd. 

Tbooghnow vnder Frcndi sa^Eemicjy and strictly 
watched by BaMnMEparte, Am^ {nsccs of the hom 
of Cob^rg sted&sdy adbored to te pnoeipkB pre- 
scfibcd to ttoci by their ardent pairiotisn, and tl»ir 
high seiisir of h^nmttf tmdi^ and jtisli<% ; nay^ dMj 
were not even at the pains to eMKeal firoHL the ofv 
pressor of Oermstiky^ iftiat die dslivetaniie ^ their 
natiire \vaiA was and ever would bfr under ev^y ci»- 
cnmstance^ the sacrad object a< dieia petsevering 
«ienioiis> Such ia fraifMatlf tha power of s^M^ 
that BoMMiapatto hktiidfy liM>tt|^ ka hanw bat too 
wett ike tfiaaawnnii of dudse^ pshiaes^ ani kapa a. plok 
tietitiEa'ly vigUitft eya npon ihani) stittoaiddavtlwlp 
^feittg^ cotnpteia jttsike fa Ae siaoafil^r o£ tlMibr<9- 
Aersr^ and td^talore traaffe^d ibem widt mrhoA di»- 
^etion whe» ifenrf visilad Paris^ wpxm basiaMr a^ 
lative fo-Aeiff ho«^. 
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In 1806, duke Ernest went to Russia, «ind resided 
there for some time. During his absence, prince 
Leopold devoted his assiduous attention to the ad- 
ministration of the duchy. Since that periodbis 
brother has never foiled to consult him on all con- 
cerns, whether internal or external, of the house of 
Cobui^ ; and vi^henever he has not been himself ab- 
sent on his travels, he has exclusively superintended 
various branches of the administration. 

In the same year prince Leopold accompanied 
the emperor of Russia, and his brother-in-law the 
grand-duke Constantine, to the interview which 
Napoleon had appointed at Erfurt. 

In 1^09, when Austria was again involved in war, 
Buonaparte, who watched the princes of the house 
of Coburg more narrowly than ever, insisted, with 
his peculiar vehemence, that prince Ferdinand should 
quit the Austrian service. , As he had probably been 
informed about the same time that supplies of arma 
were going from Coburg to Bohemia, he dispatched 
•a minister named Bacher for the purpose of making 
a strict inquiry into the aflBnir. This man was or- 
dered to repeat the demand respecting prince Fer- 
dinand, accompanied with the 'menace that if he 
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fihottld be taken as an Austrian soldier, during tbe 
campaign^ he should infallibly be tried by a French 
council of war. The efforts of tlus minister to ac- 
complish his master's purpose proved unsuccessful. 
The rigid investigation set on foot concerning the 
dep6u of mrms led to no result, because they had 
fortunately been already sent off to Bohemia, and 
prince Ferdinand seemed to consider the last mes- 
sage of Napoleon as a challenge to fight with more 
desperate resolution than he had ever shewn against 
his inveterate enemy. This determination was 
clearly evinced in the wounds. which he received 
during the campaign. Under these circumstances^ 
and as Napoleon became better acquainted with 
the active exertions of the brothers against him, it 
was no wonder that he should grow more jealous, of 
these princes and more attentive to their proceed- 
ings. In consequence of this mistrust, he repeated 
in 1810, his demand that prince Ferdinand should 
retire from the Austrian service, and this time with 
Jtha adcbtional requisition that prince Leopold also 
should quit, the Russian army, in which he had 
been a general ever since 1803. : Champagny, who 
t was then minister, and to whom wa&rd^prred under 
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the mediitioii qf thns% at qaestion conceming the 
wipmttMaat df die limits <^ the priacipfBlky of 
Cobatg, exptcsscdf hot t#o pfawly the sealaocaitf 
of kb iMuler is these wonikf^ que tempefenr ngft*^ 
rmt run pmar se9 enmenm. 

Whoever kaln^s the power wkh whidi suck as 
•xorciim ^pn» eaicttlated to opetate at that tune en 
a Geimaa pitpee will not faH to admire the fiFiiinesa 
of pniiee LeopcM^ wbo dfter this dedaration stiH 
hoped that hie should not be oU^d to leave tbe 
BwBsiaa acavicey Und want to Pars to remoMtrale 
o» the suk^ect^ He there found the prvemmeBt 
k^df^ incensed at such vefractory bdnuvRMif , to wfaach 
France UMa certakafy not occuatoaBMl on Ae panof 
the Gesaaae praicca of the Confedaratioa of die 
Bkine; -and ha war bfattidff assured that in case of 
faia farther refusal to coaapfy, Nsipoleao would be 
atfcessstated to<fahe the peeseastean of the house of 
Ceberg: finm his brother^ the le^aig duke; Tke 
affactHUB el the prince were irot proof agaies>t this 
duwat; itprodofcad tbedeaifed effirct^iandLeopoM 
aaoriiaed kb own inrikatMi and his brilliattt mfli- 
taay prospeots to the iteUane of his £naalj. The 
o£ Bmm gsanted his re^ neat,. d»t he 
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might tacitly retain, has militarj rank, till better 
times shofikl penrntfaini pubUclj Ito resume it. 

Ofastiticted in tl» cai«er mrhioh he had marioed 
clut for himself, prince Leopold declined all Aie 
offers of military charges made to him- from the 
west, and devoted himself with so mineh ibe itiore 
assiduity to the affairs of hislionse, and to die arts 
and sciences. In 1811, he negotiated with the 
crown of Bavaria, at Miinich, a frontiet arrange** 
ment, of considerable importance . to tbe princi- 
pality at Cobnrg, and likewise, mider the dfenciiv 
cumstances, to the whole sdutfeof Saxony— ebusi 
ness whidi from tfa^ complicate interests that it 
involved, was attended with infiokd difficulty. The 
diplomatic talents, of the prince, however, at length 
sacceeded ih adjiuting the differences by the con- 
ofaisixmof a dcmnrentian with Bavaria* 
> When^ towards the end of 1811, the political 
horizon began to be once more overcast, and a new 
prospect of St happier result was afforded, prince 
Leopold, unaUr smy longer taenducefata ccmstmiiied 
inacrivity, again tendered his services to tiieemr 
pefor ofiRiissia. Alexandier, aqfipsehenriye lest a, 
prematuf e step might: endanger his.ftunilyyjfegged 

N 
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to defer the fulfilment of his wish to a more sea* 
sonable time. The prince having thus fadled in the 
otject upon which he was exclusively bent^ in 
order to withdraw himself from the observation of 
ike French government^ set out at the beginning of 
1812, on a distant tour, and travelled to Vienna, 
Italy, and Switzerland. 

At the commencement of 1813, the three bro- 
thers of the house of Cob'ui^ exerted themselves, 
as far as their situation permitted, to prepare the 
emancipation of Germany. Such were the zeal 
and the openness of their proceedings, that the 
French government^ incensed in the highest degree, 
only waited for the moment of a fiavourable turn in 
the political state of affairs to wreak its utmost ven- 
geance. In despite of its rage, however, the reigning 
duke, Ernest, repaired to Berlin, where he had no in- 
considerable influence up<m die pergonal resolutions 
of the king, in consequence of which he sent his 
brotl^r Ferdinand to Vienna. Prince Leopold went 
to Mikiicb, to pave the way for happy changes, and 
in February proceeded to Poland, to the emperor 
of Russia, who received him widi cordial friendship. 
Here he communicated to field-marshal Kutusoff 
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much important infonnation respecting the state of 
tkk^ in Germany^ and die condition of the French 
army, and thus acquired the immortal honour of 
^ing ike Jlrst prince of the then-existing confede- 
ration of the Rhine, who openly declared against 
France* 

The allied army bow marched fr6m Pobnd to 
Silesia and Saxony. On the 2d of May, princ^ 
Leopold wa9 in the battle of Liit^en, and the fol- 
lowing day with the Russian cavalry formed part 
of the rear-guard. The prince was afterwards 
sent in forced marches toward the 13be, to die 
support of the Prussian general Kleist^^bat his desti- 
nation was changed, and he returned to Lusatia. 

On the 19th of May, the prince marched to the 
support of general Barclay, but was recalled to 
assist on the 20th and £lst in the battte of Bautzen. 
In this engagement he was employed in supportii^ 
the line, on various points, and in the evening of the 
second day, he covered the retreat, amidst the hottest 
fire, with that serenity .which is the property of 
genuine courage. After the battie he retired to 
Silesia with the corps of cavalry to wUdi he was 
attadied* 



J>iurkig the arQastice^ nod the negotetkiiis M 
l?X9giafi, pAmoe Leopold repairedi with the coufleBt el" 
^e efnperolr. a£ Russui, to tt^at city^ and was the 
.0tlfy i^rai^r who wis diere admitted to several in^ 
lerviews uritbthe e»peror Francis. 

On the expiration of the armistice, the prince 
proceeded with the army to Bohemia, and thence 
to the froHtierB of Saxcmy. The maili force of the 
aOies wm already before Dresden, whHe the ca- 
valry retefve was engaged in the more difficult 
march across the mountains. On Ihe £6th of Au* 
gust, Vandamrae briskly attacked the corps posted 
near tli» fcrtress of Kon^stein to cover the rear/of 
the grand arm^, and the principal coammmcattOQi 
with Bohemia, and coiimianded by prince Eugene 
of Wirtembeiigi/ Thisi g^er&l urgently solicited a 
reinforeement of cavalry, - that he might be enabled 
to nwintaki hls) higfcdy important position against a 
very superior, en^ny ; and about noon, prince Leo^ 
pold was in oonsequencedetadhed widi his cuirassiers 
to his assiilance* Scarcely had Ihe pnnce joined th* 
corps when the;eiiemy commeiiced the attack. Th^ 
inlantry,ott account of its weal|iiess, V9^ posted on 
the wings^ and supported upon two villages; whii* 
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)piince Leopold and his cavalry formed the centre. 
This precarious position did Leopold maintain^ 
during a contest of five hours against a foe three or 
four times as numerous, and after 'the two wings of 
the corps were almost completely surrounded, with 
such unshaken intrepidity, that night came on 
before the enemy had been able to gain any deci- 
sive advantage, or force the t>osition«. Eugene paid 
diat tribute to the prince which be amply deserved, 
for by his firmness he had not only sav^d the whole 
corps, but rendered it impossible for Vandamme to 
inake ki'i^ttack, either in flank or rear, on the main 
ktmy of the allies engaged on the 27th of August 
with the assault of Dresden, which would neces- • 
sanly have been attended y/iih the most disastrous 
consequences. 

On the 27tii of August, the corps took a position 
OB the other side of Pirna« As die importance 
of the action 6f the 26th, and the possibility 
of a kss fortunate fesUlt was sensibly felt at 
tike head-quarters; the first division of the Russian 
guards, under the travfe general Yermolof, and the 
regiment of hussars of the guard, were sent to rein- 
force the corps at Pima. The whole was placed 
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under the orders of count Ostermann, who gave to 
prince Ijeopold the command of the cavalry of the 
combined corps. , 

The enemy stormed Pima, and sought with his 
Cavaky to extend himsdf upon the level ground near 
the Elbe, when prince Leopold met and drove him 
back into th^ t;own, from .which he did not again 
attepript to debouch ; as the dreadful weather whidi 
was one cause of the retreat of the gi*and army, pre- 
vented any thing mpre decisive than an incessaipt 
skinnishing. ^ 

The same night, count Oatermann's corps re- 
ceived information, that the grand allied army was in 
fiill retreat to Bohemia, and that the road from 
Dresden a,long die Elbe was now open to the 
enemy. This corps was placed by this evept in. a, 
very perilous situation ; for with its. left i^ing qu fhe 
Elbe, Dresden,.whence the enemy was appi^aicbii^ 
in its rear, and ijts left wi^g on the main, rpad to. 
Bohemia which was already occupied by the. 
French, it had but one rppd left for its . retreat^ 
and this was commanded by the fire of its ad-<« 
versary. 

Count Ostermann now ordered prince Leopold. 
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t<K proceed^ if |>088ible, with his cavalry through the 
defile, upon which the r^t wing was supported, 
and to occupy and maintain a. plain near Great 
Cotta, which is traversed by the main road to the 
woody range of mountains. Leopold executed the 
movement with such rapidity, that the enemy had not 
time to occupy this' plain in sufficient force ; he 
drove him from it, and maintained his position there 
till the main body of the corps, with the infantry 
and all the artillery, had effected its retreat. The 
enemy had meanwhile reached, by a shorter route, 
and occupied some of the heights and passes in 
the mountains, and thus almost intercepted the 
prince and his cavalry ; but with great difficulty he 
forced his way through, and on this occasion rescued 
many wounded of the infantry of the Russian guard, 
who had heroically stormed the passes. 

The position of Peterswalde was the last that 
Ostermann's corps could take in the mountains to 
afford time for the retreat of the main army ; and it 

« 

was therefore successfully maintained, though not 
without considerable effort. Here the assembled 
generals received intelligence that the main army 
was still in the mountains,, and that the grand head- 



184 

quartefso^the allies were yet at AitenbergyiiiSaxai^. 
It was therefore determined to cover the road io 
Toplitz, in order to gain the grand army as mu<^ 
time as possible for deboudiing. 

On the 29th of August the troops were accord- 
inglj to have continued their mat'ch at a very early 
hour; but before they could break up, the French 
cavalry, supported by a very considerable division of 
infantry, attacked the village of Peterswalde^ which 
was occupied as the advanced guard of the line of 
encampment witb infantry, pushed forward through 
it, and was on the point of falling upon tfie columns 
fhsit were about to march, when prince Leopold 
came up with his cavalry and drove back the enemy 
into the defile* He then maintained the little plain 
near P^terswalde, till the infantry and artillery had 
retired to the position of NoUendorf, and then caused 
his cavalry to fall back en echelons. He was him- 
self nearly taken, with the last division, but he cut 
his Way through and rejoined the main body of the 
corps, which, but for the successful attack of the 
prince, would probably bave been totally intercepted. 
This action doubtless gave rise to the fal^ repofet 
in one of Napoleon's bulletins, subsequent to ihe 
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aAuirs ne» Dresden, that prince Leopold had been 
made prisoner by the French. 

Ostermann's corps, though considerably diod- 
nished, now proceeded in the best order down the 
decliHFity bf the mountains into the plains of Bohemia. 
The left wing, which was supported upon Ihe moun- 
tains, was formed by the infantry; in the centre, 
through which ran the high road, was stationed the 
greatest part of the artillery, and the right wing, 
composed of prince Leopold's cavalry, occupied ifn 
open plain. As the chief object was to gain time, 
i^ery advantageous spot of ground, which was ca- 
pable of detaining the enemy ever so little, was de- 
fended vnA the utmost obstinacy. Prince Leopold 
Hierefore manoeuvred with his cavalry en echiquier, 
and never withdrew to a new position, which it was 
necessary to take every sixty or one hundred paces, 
-tin the tirailleurs of the infantry had fallen back into 
the intervals of his order of battle. The enemy, 
who renewed his attacks with increased impetuosity, 
made an extraordinary effort to force the last po- 
rtion of the corps near the village of Prisen, with 
a tremendously superior artillery. The loss of this 
position would have rendered the retreat of the mam 
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■llicid army froni the oKHintains m a great sieasatre 
impracticable ; it was therefore imperatively neces- 
sary that it should be maintained to the very last 
man. As the French general Corbineau was ad- 
vancing to attack prince Leopold, with a corps of 
cavalry at least thrice as jiumerous, the prince went 
to meet and repulsed. him. The French general, 
staggered by the intrepidity of his opponents, though 
so inferior in number, lost the decisive moment of 
victory ; and as the prince received a considerable 
reinforcement of cavalry, and fresh troops conti- 
nued to arrive from the mountains, he was enabled 
to maintain his position till ni^ht. 

On the morning of the 30th of August, before 
the conflict ^as renewed,, prince Leopold received, 
on the field of brittle, frbm the emperor of Russia, 
the cross of commander of the military order of 
St. George, for his coi^duct during the preceding 
days. 

Soon afterwards commenced the attack upon 
Vandamme, who was surrounded by the allied army 
now nearly concentrated. Prince Leopold, who 
was this day engaged upon the extreme. wing, pur- 
sued the- enemy to Peterswalde, and did not rejoin 
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the main axmy till night. . The victory oyer Vaa- 
dammje vras necessarily dependent on the operationa 
of Ostermann's corps : fpr had this corps been 
broken on the £9th of August, the French would 
h^ye been maaH^ers of all d>e debwuMn, by which 
alone the grand allied army could retreat to Bo« 
heaiua; and the greatest part of the army, and the 
whole of the artillery, which it would have been 
absolutely impossible to carry off on account of the 
bajdness of the roads, must infallibly- have been lost. 
What incalculable disasters, military and political, 
must have resulted from such an event, is suffice 
ently obvious to every reader. On the other hand 
the consequences of this victory were mo^t important : 
Vandamme was taken, together with, almost ali- 
bis generals, nearly the whole of his iniaptry, con- 
sisting of fifty-two battalions, and all his artillery, 
amounting to nearly 100 pieces of cannon, vshilst 
but a small remnant of his corps, including the car 
valry, effected its escape. 

The other allied sovereigns, as wejl as the em- 
peror Alexander, acknowledged with &e gl^atest 
satisfaction the important part which prince 
Leopold had contributed to the success of the^ 
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opehitioiis between the 26th and SOtb of August ; 
tnd for his condoct during this interral he was 
tfterwardfl presented widi die Austrian military 
Mder of Maria Theresa*. 
' bk die beginning of October the allied army 
retomed to Saxony. 

On the I6th of October, the first day of die 
batde of Leip2igy when the enemj had made a 
general, and not unsuccessful attack with cavalry 
upon die centre of the main army posted near the 
villages of Magdebom and Cossa, the honourable 
sendee of covering not only this important point, 
hxt also the Russian batteries planted opposite to 
diose of the Frenchy was allotted to prince Leopold, 
who OB dds idccasion lost a great number of his 
men. On the t7th he continued in the same posi- 
doki, and had already received orders for the attack 
of the etiem/s batteries, when it was deferred till 
die foUo'vring day,«6n account of die non-arrival of 
several corps which were expected. On the iSth, 

; i '. 

* Beitdes llie outers mentioiMd in tikese pag6ft> 'the prinee 
possesses six or eight honourable distinctions of the same 
kind, conferred by the sovereigns of Russia, Prussia, Bavaria, 
aad oUMr piinoes. 
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the last and decisive day of this gigantic conflici, 
tbe prince pushed on with his caTalrj in the centre, 
to the environs of Leipzig. In the afternoon, when 
the left vring under general Coloredo was verj 
furiously attacked by the French, it was asked whut 
cavaby would go to 'the support of diis wing. 
Thouf^ a greater fon^e was wanted than Leopold 
had widi hiai, he nevertheless offered himself, as 
there was no Austrian cavalry at hand, and went 
to tl^ assistance of Colcwedo. On the IQth he 
marched to the support of- general Giujiay, and 
followed the advanced guard and this corps to die 
vicinity of Erfurt. 

The prince then proceeded to Frankfurt, where 
he remauied during the residence of the allied sove^ 
reigns in that city, andafterwards wenttbrongh Swabia 
and Switzerland to France. Here he was detached 
on the dOth of January, 1814, to the support of 
field-mardial BKicher and general R^ljefsky to 
Kzaucourt, whence be returfied on the 1st of Fe- 
bruary to the grand army; From a bivouac near 
Bar-sur-Aube he marched to the battle of ftii^nne, 
and assisted on the 2d to pursue the beaten enemy 
to Lesmont. The prince thao marchisd to Bar^sur* 
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Seine and Trojes,. and afterwards to Nogent^iur^ 
Seine, Tnunel, and Braye, whence the army again 
retreated. 

, In the plams in advance of Troyes, the whole of 
the cavaky made some demonstrations against die 
.^e enemy, but no affldr of afiy consequence ensued. 
On the 23d of February the prince formed the reaur 
guard at Troyes; the army had a position .behind 
the Seine, mid then fell back to Chaumont. 

On the 12th of March, the prince, as well as tfa^ 
greater part of the Russian troops belonging to due 
main army, advanced upon the road to Vitry. After 
the French had recovered Rheims and occupied 
Chalons, the prince formed the advanced guard to- 
wards the roads leading to those j^ces. In this 
service the troops, already extremely fatigued by the 
repeated night marches and incessant manceuvres in 
an exhausted and desolated country, and continually 
harassed moreover by the armed peasants, who 
were particularly troublesome in Champagne, had 
to endure extraordinary hardships and inconve* 
niences. 

Till the 20th of March the enemy was duly 
expected to make a general attack upon t}ie ri^h^ 
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wing of the army, which therefore occupied all it3 
positions: in readiness fcH" battle. When, however, the 
enenay on the.fiOth suddenly retired from the Mame 
to the Aidae, the allied troops of the right wing 
marched to the left upon Arcis, by which move- 
ment the main army effected its junction. The 
French now made a very impetuous attack, which 
the allied army repulsed with the greatest firmness, 
on which occasion the prince had to support tiie 
right vising. On the morning of the 21st, Leopold 
was sent forward with hts cavalry,. part of the Prus- 
siaa guard, and a reinfcMrcement of horse artillery 
to form a conmmnication with the corps of the 
priiice-royal of Wirtemberg, which had not yet 
come completely into line. The enemy, apparently 
deterred from an . attack upon the allies by their 
excellent position, occupied Arcis as a rear-guard 
position, and :retired upon tlie road to Vitry. At 
night-fall the allied army also marched again to the 
left bank of t}»e Aube, and then likewise directed 
its course towards the Mame, When the prince 
formed the. support of the advanced guard upoa. 
Vitrj. . 

On the > 24th of .March the allied, army took the 
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rond to Paris, and on the £5tli its advanced guasd 
attacked nutf shal Mannont at la F^ Chanqieninse; 
Tlie prince being sent with his cavahy to the sup«r 
port of this advanced g^vard, attacked the enemy in 
the right flank at. Connentrai; drove him from Ua 
position, and took five pieces of cannon. Being 
joined by the rest of the allied cavabyi he followed 
tjie marshal from position to potttaon,; and did not 
desist from the pursuit, even when &e .greatest part 
of the allied cavalry was recalled against the corps- 
of general Pactod. Mardials Marmont and Mortier^ 
who had by this time formed a junction, profiting^ 
by the consequeiit weakness of the pursners, sent 
their cavabry to attack the artillery of the Russian^ 
guard. Prince Leopold took this attach in flank^ 
drove back the French cavalry to an^elevated position- 
iriMch the marshab had occupied, ^saved the Russian* 
artillery, and in spite of a very brisk firenisaintainedl 
UsipeettWiii^t. 

The troops of die grsmd army were' not again^ 
engaged till the batde df PsHs. On the SlSt <»f 
March, prince Leopold ' entered Paris with the 
reserve cavalry, and there remained in garrison: 
He acc0i9panied' the sovereigns to Enghmd, and 



193 

sailed with them in the Impregnable from Boulogne 
to Dover. He continued here about a month after 
the soyereigns, and did not leave England till the 
end of July. 

In the beginning of September he repaired to 
Vienna, to the Congress, for the pnrpose of promote 
ing to the utmost of his power the independence of 
his native land and the interests of his family. 

Leopold's politics, sound as his understanding 
and his heart, could not chime in with all the 
maxims which were broached there. He could 
not, above all, convince himself, that it was jast to 
sacrifice the right of one to the convenience and 
power of another ; and though he duly weighed the 
many clashing political interests, he found it im- 
possible to admit the paramount cogency of those 
reasons upon which the partition of Saxony was 
decreed. 

The Congress acknowledged the services which 
the princes of the house of Coburg had never 
ceased; during the last ten years, to render to the 
good cause, as wdl as the sacrifices that had been 
made by them, and therefcnre granted an indemnity, 
which, though afterwards diminished by imperious 
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political considerations, wtis nevertheless not incon- 
siderable. This business was exclusively conducted 
by prince Leopold during the last decisive months, 
and to him alone is to be ascribed its happy issue. 

On the return of Buonaparte to France, prince 
Leopold hastened from Vienna to the grand allied 
army on the Rhine, which soon afterwards reached 
Paris. On the termination of the war, the affidrs 
of his family detained him for some time in the 
French capital, after which he proceeded by way 
of Coburg to Berlin, and here it was that the invi- 
tation of the Prince-Regent intimated to him the 
high destiny to which he was called. 

Though the preceding biographical notices would, 
without any further observations, furnish the at- 
tentive observer with a correct outline of this 
prince's character, yet the delineation of his moral 
qualities is wanting to complete a most attractive 
and interesting picture. 

In his early youth, he manifested an excellent 
understanding and a tender and a benevolent 
heart. As he advanced in years he displayed a 
strong attachment to literary and scientific pursuits, 
and even at that time all his actions were marked 
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with dignified gravity and unusual moderation. His 
propensity to study was seconded by the efforts of 
an excellent instructor, and as he remained a stran- 
ger to all those dissipations with which persons of 
his age and rank are commonly indulged, his attain- 
ments, so early as his fifteenth year, were very ex- 
tensive. His extraordinary capacity particularly 
unfolded itself in the study of the languages, his- 
tory, mathematics, botany, music, and drawing, in 
which last he has made a proficiency that would be 
creditable to a professor. 

The vicissitudes which he was so early destined 
to experience, seem only to have contributed to pre 
serve the purity of his morals ; and they have cer- 
tainly had a most powerful influence in the deve- 
lopement of that rare moderation, that ardent love 
of justice, and that manly firmness which are the 
predominant traits in the character of this prince. 

Necessitated inxlike manner at so early an age 
to attend to a variety of diplomatic business, 
he acquired partly in this school, and partly in 
his extensive travels, a thorough knowledge of 
men in all their relations ; and though his experi- 
ence has not always been of the most agreeable 
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species, still it has not been able to warp the kind- 
ness and benevolence of his nature. 

In his campaigns, and in the field of batde, where 
all fidse greatness disappears, Leopold has given 
the most undeniable proofs diat courage, and a pro- 
found sense of religion and liberty, are innaite in his 
soul V and that clear intelligence and unshaken for- 
titude are his securest possessions. With such 
qualities of the head and heart, with a character 
and principles that so completely harmonize with 
the feelings, the notions, nay even the prejudices of 
the British nation, this illustrious prince authorizes 
us to anticipate, from his union with the heiress 
to the throne, results equally conducive to the 
welfare of the people at large, and to the happiness 
of that distinguished family of which he is become 
a member. 



THE END. 
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Roots of Cubic Equations belonging to the irreduci- 
ble Case. 8vo. Boards 7 6 

Mee's (Mrs.) Gallery of Beauties of the Reign of 
George HI. Large Folio. No. 1 4 40 

Ditto, with Proofs on India Paper 7 7 

Melville, Viscount, Trial of, in Westminster Hall ; with 
coloured Plates. . Folio, half bo;ind Ill 6 



UST OF BOOKS* 

Narrative of tbe most remarkable Events, which oc- 
curred in and near Leipsic, &c. from the 14th to the 
. 19th October, 1813, 8vo. sewed....'. 50 

Poetical Sketches of Scarborough : illustrated by 21 
coloured Engravings ; 8vo. Boards 1 10 

Ditto, without the Plates ....*.... % . . 10 6 

Prout's Sam. Rudiments of Landscape, in progressive 
Studies, folio, half bound < 3 16 

Religious Emblems : being a Series of Engravings on 
Wood, by Nesbitt, Branston, Clennell, and Hole, 
after Designs by Thurston, printed on India Paper ^ 
with descriptive Letter Press, by the late Reverend 
W. Thomas. Royal 4to. Boards 9 ^ 

Robertson on Hot-houses and useful Gardening ; 24 

coloured Engravings. Imperial 4to. half bound . . 3 2 

Ditto, on ornamental Gardening ; with 24 coloured 
Engravings. Imperial 4to. hsdf bound 2 2 

Rowlandson's Illustrations of the Miseries of Human 
Life, in 50 coloured Plates. Royal 4to. half bound. . 1116 

Ditto, Loyal Volunteers of London and its Environs, 
in their respective Uniforms ; 87 coloured Plates, 
with descriptive Letter-press. Royal 4to. Boards. .550 

Sketches of Russia ; illustrated by 16 Engravings. 

8vo. Boards 14 

Ditto, with the Plates coloured «... 1 1 

Somerville*s Rural Sports ; with 16 beautiful Wood 
Engravings by Nesbitt, after Designs by Thurston, 
Royal 4to. Boards 1 10 

Ditto, Proofs, on India Paper 1 11 6 

Syntax, Dr. Tour of, in search of the Picturesque; 
with 30 coloured Engravings, after Rowlandson, 
6th Edition. Royal 8vo. Boards 1 10 

Ditto, without the Plates 10 6 

Thielcke, H. Six Engravings by, after the Designs of 
Her Royal Highness the Princess Elizabeth; with 
Illustrations in Verse. Royal 4to. Boards 1 4 

Villiers', Huet, Rudiments and Characters of Trees, 

folio, half bound 3 13 g 

Cattle and Domestic Animals, folio, 

half bound 3 12 g 

Wilkinson's, (Rev. T.) Series of Sketches of Select 
Views in Cumberland, Westmoreland, and Lanca- 
shire. Folio. Boards 6 60 

Woodward's G. M . Olio of Good Breeding ; with 1 2 
coloured Plates. 4to. Boards 10 6 



LIST OF BOOKS. 

ACKERMANN's Library also contains a larf^ Assembla^ of 
British and Forei^ Works on the Arts ; with various Publica- 
tions connected with them: Catalogues of which, with their 
respective Prices, may be had at his Repository. The fol- 
lowing^ are some of its curious and valuable Specimens : 

' — £, s. d. 

Daniel's Views in India; 6 vols. Imperial Folio, 
Russia Backs. Very early Impressions . . . /. 210 

Bowyer's Edition of Hume's History of England, 10 
vols. Folio. London, 1806. Superbly bound in Red 
Morocco — silk Linings 1 15 10 

Macklin's Bible, 7 vols. Folio, Russia, elegant .... 52 10 

Jacquin, Florae Austriacs, sive plantar um selectarutn 

Icones ; 4 torn. Folio. Vienna, 1773. Green Mor. . 53 10 

Ditto, Collectanea ad Botanicam et Historium Natu- 
ralum spectantie (coloured Plates), 5 Tom. 4to. 
1786 34 

Ditto, Hortus Botanicus Vindobonensis, ViDdob< 3 
vols. Folio. Boards 25 o 

Ditto, Icones Plantarum rariorum. Vindob. 3 vols. 

Foho. Boards 52 10 

Ditto, Plantarum rariorum horti Caesarei Scheenbru- 
nensis Descriptiones et Icones. Vienna. 3 vol. in 
4 Parts. Folio. Boards 60 

Knip, Madame, les Pigeons, le texte par C. J. 
Themnick. 1 vol. Folio, containing 86 exquisitely 
' coloured Plates, superbly bound in Morocco. Paris, 
181 1 ee 3 

Le Vaillant, Histoire Naturelle des Peroquets ; 126 
ne coloured Engravings. 2 vols. Folio, superb in 
Morocco. Paris, 1801 66 3 

Ditto, ditto, des Oiseaux de Paradis, &c. 2 vols. 
Folio. 106 coloured Engravings. Morocco, ele- 
gant. Paris, 1806 6 3 

Le Bruu — ^La Galerie de Versailles et les deux salons 
qui I'accompagnent. Folio. Paris, 1752. Superb 
Morocco, French Binding 25 

Hutton's Abridgement of the Philosophical Transac- 
tions. 19 vols. 4to. Calf 48 

Twelve highly finished Drawings of Paris, Versailles, 
and Neighbourhood; (painted by L'Espiuasse, for 
the late Queen of France) in an elegant Red Mo- 
rocco Folio 52 10 

Hunter's Lavater ; 3 vols. Royal 4to. Russia elegant. 
London, 1789 ; very fine Impressions 40 00 



UST OF BOOKS. 

Histore des Ordm Monastiqucs ; 8 rote. Folio, 1714, 
Numerous fUigravings of Costume. Half bouiMl in 
Russia 16 160 

Latham's Synopsis of Birds; 10 vols. 4to. Calf ele- 
gant ; with two Sets of IHates-~one plain, and one 
coloured 20 

Lewin's History of English Birds ; coloured Plates, 
8 vols. 4to. in four. Half bound Morocco elegant 16 16 

Valentia's Viscount, Voyages and Travels to India, 
Egypt, Abyssinnia, &c. 3 vols. 4to. London, I8O9. 
Morocco Elegant 14 3 6 

Coetume of the Army of the British Empire, Small 
Folio, Boards. London, 1815 6 00 

Forbes*s, James, F. R. S. Oriental Memoirs, written 
during 17 years residence in India, &c. Illustrated 
by numerous Engravings beautifully coloured, from 
original Drawings. 4 vols. 4to. Calf, elegant gilt 
Leaves S4 3 O 

Encyclopedic D^s Arts & Metiers, ou Dictionnaire 
raisonn6 des Sciences. 35 Tokn. folio. Paris, 17&1<. 52 10 

Solvyn's, Bart. Costume and Natural History of Hin- 
dostan. The new French Edition, with 300> Plates 
coloured. 4 vols, large Folio. Boards. Paris, 1812 84 

Ditto, 250 Prints coloured. The Original Bengal 
Edition. 2 vols. FoKo. Half bound Russia 31 10 

Ditto, 60 coloured Engravings. Folio Calf Elegit. 

London, 1807 9 90 

DanieU's Voyage to India : consisting of 50 coloured 
Engravings. Small Folio. Russia gilt 12 120 

Denon, Voyage dans la Basse et la Haute Egypte 
pendant les Campagues de G^n^ral Buonaparte. 
Folio. Paris, 1802. Superbly bound in Russia .. . 36 15 

Boydell's Illustrations of Shakespeare. Folio. Mo- 
rocco Elegant I7 10 

Bartolozzi's Etchings, from Guercino. 2 vols. Folio 
bound in one. Russia elegant. Early Impressions 24 

Hogarth's Works complete. Folio. Russia. Early 

Impressums 31 10 

Galerie du Due d*Orleans, 3 vols. Folio. Boards, 
containing 355 Engravings, fcery early^ ImpressioM. 
Paris, 1786 70 

Tableaux Historiques des Campagnes d'ltalie, sous la 
Conduite de Napoleon Premier. 28 Engravings, 
Folio half bound in Morocco. Paris, 1806 15 15 

Ditto, with Proof impressions , 35 t> 



UST OF BOOKS. 

Tableaux Historiques de la Revolution Fran^aise. 
3 vols. Folio. Boards. Upwards of 140 En^avings, 
iiii «arly Copy. Paris, 1804 45 

Ouvres de Salomon Gessner. 4 vols, small 8vo. 45 En- 
^ravin^s. Paris^ 1795 3 13 6 

Albert Durer's Prayer Book, consisting of 43 exquisite 
Engravings on Stone, facsimilies of tbe Works of 
that great Master. Fc^o, sewed 4 40 

Grainger's Biographical History of England, with 
Noble's Continuation. Illustrated with upwards of 
1500 additional Portraits. 12 vols. 8vo. Russia extra 105 

Another Copy, with numerous additional Illustrations. 

12 vols. Red Morocco superb, Silk Linings 60 o 

Pennant's Account of London. 3 vols. Imperial 4to. 
Supei'bly bound in blue Morocco, with Silk Linings. 
Containing numerous additional Illustrations of 
portraits. Views, &c. » 31 10 

Hill's Works, 5 vols. Folio, half Russia, containing ; 
Etchings of neat Cattle, 200 Plates, com))rising 
Rudimental Plates, and numerous Series of Groins 
for the purposes of Landscape Painters; Cattle, 
various, in Groups, for Landscape, 100 Plates ; 
Sheep, 100 Plates ; Asses and Mules, 80 Plates ; 
Fallow Deer, 80 Plates 37 16 0- 

GaUerie du Mus^e Fran^oise, 4 vols. Folio. Subscrip* 

twn Copy 160 a 

Chinese Mythology, consisting of 100 highly finished 
original Drawings of the Chinese Deities, elegantly 
bound in Russia 105 

Lucas Cranach's portraits of eminent characters con- 
nected with the house of Saxony, at the time of the 
Reformation. 10 Engravings, finished in imitation 
of Drawings, with illustrative letter-press IS ISO^ 

Ditto. First Impressions, with the Plates tinted. ... 5 50^ 

Ditto. Plain 2 12 6^ 

Histoire dela RepubliqueRomaine, illustrated by 181 
highly finished Engravings with descriptions, 4to. 
Russia extra. Paris, 1810 12 12 

Critical Review from the commejicement. A very 
neai copy in Calf, 115 Volumes 35 Or 

Buffon ^tesOiseanx. 10 vols. 4to. Calf, coloured Hates 
Paris, 1770 35 a 

A large collection of Drawings, by Rowlandson. Con- 
taining many of his most successful Efforts. 

A numerous assortment of Prints from Stone, after 
the best Designs of the Old Masters. 



ACKERMANN also coasiders it a Duty^ which he owes to 
the Pabiic and himself, to add, that his Repository of Arts, 
No. 101, Strand, continues to display, in all the Varietite of 
possible Excellence and Utility, the following Articles : 

All modem and new Publications of Prints and Books, English 

and Foreign. 

Being refined and prepared under his own immediate in- 
inspection ; he flatters himself they will be found, upon trial, 
to be free from those imperceptible, destructive particles, 
which occasion such frequent Changes of the brilliant Hoes 
of Colours. They have, besides, a most peculiar convenience 
each Cake being stamped with the Name of tlieColour. They 
are sold in Boxes of various sorts and sizes, or in single Cakes : 

In Boxes of Yew-tree, Satin-wood, &c. ornamented 
with Medallions, highly varnished, from S/. ^. to . . 10 10 

In Mahogany Boxes, 35 Cakes, Colour Palette, Marble 
Slab, Pencils, &c. complete 2 IS 6 

Ditto, ditto 28 Cakes, ditto '. 2 20 

Ditto, ditto 24 ditto, ditto 1 l6 

Ditto, ditto 18 ditto, ditto 1 11 6 

Ditto, ditto 12 ditto, ditto 1 10 

Ditto, 12 Cakes, Lock and Drawer 15 

Neat Mahogany Boxes, with a sliding Top, 40 Cakes. . 116 

Ditto, ditto 32 Cakes ^. 1 8 

Ditto, ditto 24 ditto 1 10 

Ditto, ditto 24 ditto (small) 14 

Ditto, ditto 18 ditto 15 

Ditto, ditto 18 ditto (small) 10 6 

Ditto, ditto 12 ditto 10 6 

Ditto, ditto 12 ditto (small) o 7 

Ditto, ditto 6 ditto 6 

Ditto, ditto 6 ditto (small) o 4 6 

Highly finished Mahogany, Brass-capped, &c. &c. 

. from 2/. 12*. 6rf. to 15 15 

Mahogany Boxes, fitted up with Chalk 0120 

Vellum Papers, and Drawing Materials of every Description. 

The greatest Variety of Drawing-Books, and Rudiments for 
Beginners, and those that are farther advanced. 

Water Colour Drawings in every Branch. 

And the greatest Variety of Articles and Materials for Ladies 
Fancy Works. 

W. Clowes, Printer, Nortbumberland-court, Strand. 
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Thb imhreml i^ terciit 'Wbkdi Iftoi iUwtHdiii cbaraeter exciiUs lluroiigli- 
out the ecHmtry that Wtdptif hini/iaiiBt niitnndlj be accoinpaiiied with a 
desire to pot^eaft'a ji»t itaeaMiaCt Jfiak peiiioti'maa Agurv. It. AcK- 
ltMMkNir',^lttAiid{>rfi/beglirldivetp wioomici^^to th(e pobii^y thatit wUl.be 
ihortljy, ia his power to sati^ it| respectful and affectkiiiate wishes. 
He has l^eeDK -so #ur hoiiomd, .by. ;tlM (timdesceiMlbif kindwsi ef his 
S€wpQ= mm w wfm ,j» I4irecs9iie hit .g m a io< s peaniariq* ta itttiwiuce 
iir. AJEi Chkdoi^,' B. A. ta'Mh^a wfMle>ltog6i pieture of Mm. l>is 
interesting object has been accomplished with the most complete sacqen. 
l!1ie tflieness is'ancommoiilj striking, and ha^ been honoured with the 
entire 'apph>t)itibn of the Royal^i^a^ily. It has al^p the unqualified 
praiseof all , lUiiose wl^Q| hf^ve .eumiiieA the, pictwre* .and are ac^uamCed 
Withthepetsailof'hiiScimie'.HighiMss, both aa^ta timilitiida and the 
nierifr of its MispUk^btu i It tepresettts hha In his Rnssiaii u&ifonny ai 
General of the Emperor Alexander's Body-Gnard, aduch he commanded 
during the late wars, in ngony .of w|iose batttes he was actively epgagpdy 
and'bravely^^nght.^ Vis dresii is' decorated ^th various Orders, (with 
some of which he has lieenio^jtesfeed oh ttofield of battle,) the distinctions 
which have been considere4 as due to his prowess and hif virtues. 

R. AcKSRMANN has alpo been so fortmiate. as to obtain the con* 
descension of Her Royal Highness the Princess. Charlotte of Wales, to 
sit to the kame Artist^ for'a^ whole-lengtb Portrait, as a companion to 
the above, the engraving of which is also proceeding with all possibla 
speed. This picture is now exhibiting at his Repository, 101, Strands 
Th^ prints, 14 inches by 10, are tiow engraving by Mr. H. Meyer. 
The price, to, subscribers wiU bei ppa,gui|iea each. Prooft, two guineas.) 

A book for receiving subscribers' names is now opened as abov€^' 
where they may be tmsmitted dhrect, pr throug(h the mediiim of any 
lespectable Print or Bookseller in the united kingdom* 



